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Editorial 
Welcome to another edition of Retrospect.  

As we move into the summer term, the challenge 

was put to our writing team to move away from 

the ‘big’ events in History and to focus on the 

past closer to home.  

 

The edition on Local History has challenged us 

to consider where our homes fit into the wider 

historical narrative. We have all discovered 

things that we did not know about the places 

we live and perhaps have a greater appreciation 

of History from the viewpoint of the everyday 

person. Every place has a story and that is what 

we have explored in this edition.  

 

We hope you enjoy reading. The accompanying 

podcast can be found on the school website 

and follow us on twitter @SGS_History 

 

Your Editors 



 4 

Retrospect 

A
s	the	name	“Auschwitz”	usually	sends	a	shiv-
er	down	the	reader’s	spine,	it	is	seldom	one	is	
able	to	look	beyond	the	German	death	camps.	
It	 is	 only	 when	 one	 is	 exposed	 to	 the	 local	

history	that	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	importance	of	
the	region	is	achieved	and	the	events	of	the	20th	century	
are	contextualised.	

		

The	 humble	 beginnings	
of	 Auschwitz,	 or	
Oświęcim	as	it	is	known	
in	 Polish,	 lie	 in	 the	 salt	 trade,	 with	 the	 town	 being	 re-
sponsible	 for	 storing	 and	 trading	 some	of	 the	 salt	 from	
the	mines	of	Wieliczka	to	the	east.	The	town	even	devel-
oped	 its	 own	measure	of	 the	 commodity,	which	 loosely	
translates	 to	 “Auschwitz	 Snowmen”.	 The	 settlement	 is	
known	 to	 have	 existed	 in	 the	 1100s,	 yet	 the	 thirteenth	
century	 is	 when	 Oświęcim	 was	 really	 put	 on	 the	 map,	
with	town	rights	being	rati ied	in	September	1291;	in	the	
modern	day,	this	event	is	marked	with	annual	festivities	
to	 celebrate	 how	 “Oświęcim	 entered	 into	 history,	 as	 a	
castellan	gord	raised	on	Cracovian	land”,	in	the	words	of	
a	 local	magazine.	 The	 city	 rights	were	 crucial	 in	 estab-
lishing	 the	 town	 as	 a	 governing	 force	 in	 the	 area,	 with	
judiciary	powers	being	extended	in	addition	to	the	right	
to	trade	in	lead	and	collect	tolls	from	two	nearby	bridges	
which	 crossed	 the	 River	 Vistula,	 or	 Wisła,	 which	 was	
very	 important	 in	 developing	 the	 trade	 connections	 to	
major	 cities	 such	 as	 Cracow	 and	 Warsaw,	 which	 were	
also	situated	on	the	river.	Since	it	was	near	the	source	of	
the	river,	Oświęcim	would	oft	be	visited	by	German	trad-
ers	 from	the	west,	seeking	 to	make	 full	use	of	 the	 trade	
routes;	these	merchants	soon	came	up	with	the	german-
ised	name	Auschwitz,	which	was,	 to	 an	 extent,	 used	 in-
terchangeably	with	the	Polish	name	by	the	 ifteenth	cen-
tury.	

	Unfortunately,	 the	 end	of	 the	1400s	marked	 a	 turn	 for	
the	worse	in	the	progression	of	the	region;	a	terrible	 ire	
ravaged	the	city	soon	after	the	turn	of	the	century,	with	a	
signi icant	part	of	the	city	and	castle	destroyed.	Natural-
ly,	rebuilding	works	were	attempted	and	later	 inished	in	
1534,	resulting	in	the	oldest	part	of	the	castle	that	stands	

to	this	day.	A	period	of	rela-
tive	 prosperity	 followed:	 a	
church,	 monastery,	 town	
square	and	city	hall	were	all	
built;	 a	 testament	 to	 the	
wealth	amassed	during	this	

	

	

	

	

	

	time.	Little	was	it	known	that	this	was	just	the	eye	of	the	
storm.	The	metaphorical	rain	would	soon	fall,	so	much	so	
that	 the	 following	 period	 was	 named	 the	 Swedish	 Del-
uge:	citizens	were	slaughtered;	the	salt	trade	ground	to	a	
halt;	the	church	and	castle	were	sacked.	Out	of	 ive	hun-
dred	 homes,	 twenty	 remained;	 out	 of	 two	 hundred	
craftsmen,	six	were	spared.	By	1676,	Oświęcim	had	only	
114	inhabitants.	 It	 took	almost	200	years	 for	the	city	to	
get	back	on	its	feet.	

	

	Alas,	by	this	time	the	city	had	already	found	itself	under	
foreign	rule;	the	multiple	partitions	of	Poland	had	left	 it	
as	 part	 of	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 Galicia	 and	 Lodomeria,	 inte-
grated	 into	 the	 Austro-Hungarian	 Empire.	 The	 Polish	

Ausch

The Polish spirit would always simmer be-
neath the surface but in name they were 

imperial subjects 
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spirit	would	 always	 simmer	 beneath	 the	 surface	 but	 in	
name	they	were	imperial	subjects.	Being	part	of	a	greater	
Empire	did,	of	course,	come	with	certain	bene its;	 there	
was	 certain	 infrastructure	 the	 more	 expansive	 Austro-
Hungarian	bureaucracy	was	able	to	provide	to	bring	the	
area	 up	 to	 their	 standards,	 such	 as	 augmenting	 the	 rail	
transport	connections.	The	city	found	itself	on	the	ever-
important	 Cracow-Vienna	 train	 route	 so	 naturally	 the	
storage	 capacity	 of	 surrounding	 warehouses	 was	 in-
creased;	businesses	grew	intending	to	get	their	goods	to	
the	 markets	 of	 these	 great	 historic	 and	 administrative	
centres.	Such	enterprises	as	“Haberfeld’s	Vodka	and	Li	

	

	

	

	

	

queur	Factory”	and	Czech	car	construction	plants	can	be	
found	 in	 the	 city	 records	 for	 the	 19th	 century,	 thriving	
under	 their	 new	
overlords	 as	 a	 con-
sequence	 of	 the	
growth	the	multicul-
tural	 melting	 pot	 of	
an	 empire	 could	
provide	by	virtue	of	
the	 large	 market,	
open	for	trade.	Now,	
whenever	 the	 Vistula	 spilled	 its	 banks	 and	 looded	 the	
city	or	a	 ire	started	 in	one	of	the	districts,	 this	was	not	
the	debilitating	force	it	once	was,	but	 instead	acted	as	a	
catalyst	for	improvements	and	further	building	develop-

ments,	 perpetuating	 the	 cycle	 of	 ever-increasing	 pros-
perity	 and	 bringing	 the	 more	 contemporary	 European	
architectural	 styles	 to	 the	 city	 -	 designs	 which	 are	 im-
mortalised	in	the	edi ices	that	stand	there	to	this	day.	

During	 the	Great	War,	 the	 city	 continued	 to	 grow,	with	
the	 “New	 Town”	 district	 being	 inalised	 in	 1918.	 The	
Austro-Hungarian	defeat	in	the	war	meant	independence	
for	 the	 region,	 which	 was	 swiftly	 restored	 into	 the	
Cracovian	voivodeship	in	addition	to	other	efforts	to	re-
connect	 to	 the	 rich	historical	 past,	 such	as	a	 committee	
established	 to	 maintain	 the	 castle.	 The	 imperial	 rulers	
were	 gone	 but	 their	 rails	 remained,	meaning	Oświęcim	
could	still	 lourish	as	it	had	done	before	and	continue	to	
bene it	 from	 its	 status	 as	 an	 important	 rail	 junction.	 It	
was	perhaps	this	very	prime	rail	connection	and	the	now	
vast	 industrial	 sector	 which	 was	 so	 appealing	 to	 the	
Third	Reich	when	it	constructed	its	camps	and	chemical	
production	 plant,	 IG	 Farben,	 in	 close	 proximity	 to	 the	
city.	 The	 expected	 degree	 of	 Polish	 resistance	 lasted	
throughout	 the	war	and	 life	returned	to	normality	soon	
after	 the	 liberation	 of	 the	 city.	 The	 city	 fell	 back	 on	 its	
mining	industry	and	expanded	the	historic	 ishing	opera-
tion,	 once	 con ined	 to	 the	 Vistula,	 into	 large	 ish	 farms	
covering	vast	swathes	of	land.	Although	it	was	segregat-
ed	 into	 a	 Silesian	 zone	 under	 Soviet	 control,	 Oświęcim	
was	once	again	reunited	with	the	Cracovian	voivodeship	
in	1999,	just	as	it	was	at	the	start	of	its	story.	In	moderni-
ty,	the	city	still	tries	to	stay	above	the	infamy	granted	to	
it	 by	 the	 Second	World	War,	with	multiple	music	 festi-
vals	during	 the	 year	 and	a	nationally	 successful	 hockey	
team.	

	

It	 is	 almost	 certain	
Oświęcim	 will	 be	
haunted	 by	 the	 spec-
tre	 of	 Auschwitz	 for	
decades	to	come	but	it	
is	by	no	means	giving	
up	 without	 a	 ight	 to	
remodel	 the	 area	 as	

the	thriving	trade	junction	it	had	been	for	the	majority	of	
its	history.	It	is	self-evident	from	these	efforts	that,	with-
in	the	realm	of	local	history,	Oświęcim	is	not	yet	lost	

hwitz 

By Jakub Mikulski, 11 Red 

It is almost certain Oświęcim will be haunted by 
the spectre of  Auschwitz for decades to come but 
it is by no means giving up without a fight to re-
model the area as the thriving trade junction it 

had been for the majority of  its history  
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S	t	Mary’s	 Church,	 on	 the	 same	 site	 since	 Saxon	times,	has	seen	many	famous	faces	kneeling	and	
praying	in	its	ancient	nave	and	chancel.	Vice	Ad-
miral	Horatio	 Lord	Nelson	 is	 perhaps	 the	most	

renowned	of	 these.	However,	 it	 is	 interesting	 to	 focus	
on	another	sailor	associated	with	this	tiny	Merton	Park	
parish	 church,	 one	Rear	Admiral	 Isaac	Smith,	 the	 irst	
European	to	set	foot	on	Eastern	Australia.	A	memorial	
to	 Smith	 is	 placed	 on	 one	 wall	 of	 the	 church,	 having	
been	carved	in	1832.	

	
With	the	waves	lapping	at	his	feet	and	the	golden	sand	
hot	 beneath	him,	 Isaac	 Smith	must	 have	 felt	 proud	 to	
help	claim	such	a	land	for	King	and	Country.	The	age	of	
discovery	was	a lame	and	 the	mantles	of	heroes	were	
lying	everywhere,	ready	for	men	such	as	Smith	and	his	
captain,	 James	 Cook,	 to	 clamber	 upon.	 But	 this	
‘heroism’	was	based	upon	colonialism	and	would	 lead	
to	the	brutal	subjugation	of	Australia’s	Aboriginal	pop-
ulation.	John	Pilger,	in	his	book	‘The	New	Rulers	of	the	
World’,	wrote,	“The	Presi-
dent	 of	 the	 [Australian]	
Human	 Rights	 Commis-
sion,	 Sir	 Ronald	 Wilson,	
said,’We	 as	 a	 Committee	
have	 decided	 that	 what	
was	 done	 meets	 the	 in-
ternational	 de inition	 of	 genocide.’”	 Smith	 could	 not	
have	known	that	his	 irst	step	onto	eastern	Terra	Aus-
tralis	would	set	off	a	chain	of	events	leading	to	this	gen-
ocide,	but	it	did.	

	
St	 Mary’s	 Church	 has	 an	 atmospheric	 feeling	 of	 age	
within	 it,	 having	 witnessed	 Christian	 worship	 for	 so	
many	 centuries.	 In	 Smith’s	 retirement,	 it	 must	 have	
been	a	place	of	great	peace	for	a	man	who	had	travelled	
so	widely	and	 learned	so	much.	Since	then,	 it	has	per-
formed	 the	 same	 role	 for	 thousands	 of	 Merton	 Park	
inhabitants.	 These	 men	 and	 women	 and	 children	 at-
tended	the	church	with	relatively	innocent	ignorance	of	

the	 fact	 that	 much	 of	 the	 seemingly	 God-given,	 new-
found	wealth	 of	 their	Albion	was	based	upon	 the	 suf-
fering	of	millions	of	indigenous	people	all	over	the	Em-
pire.	Many	will	have	knelt	and	prayed	in	the	same	spot	

as	 the	man	 -	Rear	Admi-
ral	 Isaac	 Smith	 -	 who	
unwittingly	 initiated	 the	
sudden	 destruction	 of	
around	 50000	 years	 of	
Aboriginal	culture.	

	
It	is	clearly	not	the	fault	of	the	common	people	of	Mer-
ton	Park	that	the	massacres	of	Aboriginal	men,	women	
and	 children	 happened.	 However,	 it	 is	 important	 for	
populations	 to	 re lect	 upon	 their	 local	 history	 with	 a	
clear	mind.	No	history	can	be	truly	‘local’	for	it	can	only	
be	properly	analysed	and	placed	in	context	by	looking	
at	 the	 wider	 picture.	 Local	 history	 is	 not	 questioned	
enough	because	its	everyday	nature	means	it	becomes	
a	 set	part	 of	 people’s	 psyche.	 Common	perceptions	 of	
the	 history	 of	 places	 must	 be	 challenged	 in	 order	 to	
delve	 beneath	 their	 super iciality.	 St	Mary’s	memorial	
to	Smith	cannot	be	viewed	as	simply	a	quaint	remnant	
from	 a	 ‘Greater’	 time,	 for	what	 it	 immortalizes	 is	 still	
impacting	people	today.	

	
However,	 it	 is	 not	 right	 to	 follow	 the	 example	 of	 the	
‘Rhodes	Must	Fall’	campaign,	which	argued	for	 the	re-
moval	 of	 a	 statue	 of	 the	 colonialist	 Cecil	Rhodes	 from	
Oriel	 College,	Oxford.	As	Mary	Beard	 said,	 “The	battle	
isn’t	 won	 by	 taking	 the	 statue	 away	 and	 pretending	
those	people	didn’t	exist.”	Local	history	should	be	rein-
terpreted,	 not	 destroyed.	 National	 and	 international	
history	 has	 undergone	 revisionism.	 Local	 history	 has	
not	been	effectively	subjected	to	this	reassessment	be-
cause	it	is	not	studied	in	as	much	depth.	This	action	is	
of	 importance	 because	 the	 history	 of	 our	 local	 areas	
helps	shape	who	we	are	and	how	we	think	

St Mary’s Church 

By Joseph Hearn, Year 12 

St Mary’s Church has an atmospheric feel-
ing of  age within it, having witnessed 

Christian worship for so many centuries 
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Nonsuch Palace 

By Harry Crook, Year 12 
 

t	was	the	crowning	jewel	of	Henry	VIII,	built	as	a	
palace	 it	 for	his	 long	awaited	and	only	son	Ed-
ward	and	as	a	statement	to	King	François	I	that	
showed	 the	most	 beautiful	 palace	 in	 the	world	

was	owned	by	Henry.	It	was	a	palace	that	got	its	name	
as	there	was	‘no	such	equal	in	art	or	fame’.	Yet,	there	is	
little	record	of	this	palace	which	stood	less	than	three	
miles	 from	Sutton	Grammar	and	 few	now	even	know	
that	that	there	was	such	a	splendid	‘Nonsuch	Palace’.		

	
From	 the	 beginning	 of	 its	 construction	 there	 was	 a	
hint	 of	 the	 grandeur	 that	was	 to	 come	 as	Henry	 VIII	
lattened	 the	whole	 village	 of	 Cuddington	 just	 to	 en-
sure	the	palace	had	suitable	grounds	be itting	a	royal	
residence.	This	palace	may	have	been	relatively	small	
in	terms	of	actual	size,	with	it	only	being	a	mere	100m	
long	 and	 50m	 wide,	 yet,	 its	 supposed	 beauty	 more	
than	made	up	for	its	small	size	as	it	reputedly	had	no	
equal	 throughout	 Europe.	 This	was	 undoubtedly	 due	
to	 the	extremely	elaborate	 carvings	 that	 adorned	 the	
inner	 courtyard	walls	 of	 the	 palace	 in	 a	 three-tiered	
fashion	which	 included	magni icent	Roman	emperors	
at	the	top,	gods	and	goddesses	in	the	middle	and	many	
famous	 scenes	 at	 the	 bottom	 such	 as	 the	 Labours	 of	
Hercules	 on	 the	 west	 side	 and	 Henry	 VIII	 together	
with	 Prince	 Edward	 forming	 the	 centre	 piece	 of	 the	
south	side	of	the	inner	courtyard.		

Additionally,	if	this	were	not	enough	to	impress	a	vis-
iting	nobleman,	 these	depictions	were	all	 at	 least	 life	
size	and	many	more	carvings	lined	the	outside	walls	of	
the	palace	 in	 a	 similar	way.	 If	 perhaps	 a	 visiting	 for-
eign	 noble	 or	 lord	 of	 England	 were	 not	 suitably	 im-
pressed	 by	 the	 building	 alone,	 the	 garden	 contained	
statues	of	Ovid’s	metamorphoses,	 a	 vast	 collection	of	

over	 250	 Greek	 myths,	 whose	 countless	 characters	
would	have	adorned	the	formal	gardens	of	the	palace	
turning	it	into	a	truly	magni icent	palace.	Indeed,	Non-
such	is	thought	to	be	the	 irst	renaissance	building	in	
England.	

	
Despite	 this	 ultimate	majesty,	 neither	Henry	 nor	 Ed-
ward	 actually	 saw	 his	 project	 inished,	 and	 upon	 his	
death	 the	 palace	was	 still	 incomplete	 and	was	 trans-
ferred	into	the	hands	of	the	Duke	of	Arundel	by	Mary	I	
in	1556	who	duly	 inished	the	building	by	1559.	When	
Queen	 Elizabeth	 ascended	 to	 the	 throne	 she	 pur-
chased	 the	 palace	 from	 the	 Duke	 of	 Arundel	 as	 she	
thought	that	 ‘of	all	other	places	she	likes	this	best’		and	
so	 Nonsuch	 became	 a	 royal	 palace	 once	 more.	 So	 it	
remained	 until	 the	 turmoil	 of	 the	 English	 Civil	 War	
which	saw	the	monarchy	dissolved	and	Nonsuch	was	
given	 to	 a	 key	 general	 and	 instigator	 of	 the	 uprising	
Thomas	Pride.	This	ownership	was	short	 lived	as	 the	
monarchy	was	reinstated	only	nine	years	after	Pride,	
and	 Nonsuch	 was	 given	 to	 its	 penultimate	 owner	
Charles	II.	During	this	time	the	palace	became	central	
to	 the	government	as	 it	was	used	as	 the	home	of	 the	
exchequer	 during	 the	 great	 plague	 of	 1665	 and	 as	 a	
place	of	entertainment	for	the	king.	

	
Yet,	 only	 150	 years	 after	 it	 had	 been	 built,	 it	 was	
passed	 onto	 its	 inal	 owner,	 the	 mistress	 of	 King	
Charles	II,	Barbara	Villiers.	In	one	single	night	of	gam-
bling	 she	 lost	 the	 vast	majority	 of	 her	wealth,	 it	was	
said	she	even	lost	the	jewellry	she	was	wearing	when	
she	gambled.	In	order	to	repay	her	debts	she	decided	
to	 sell	 Nonsuch	 palace	 part	 by	 part	 to	 buyers	 across	
the	country	so	that	by	the	end	of	1683	Nonsuch	Palace	
ceased	to	exist.	

	
Nowadays	the	only	remnants	of	the	palace	are	4	paint-
ings,	underground	foundations,	several	small	pieces	in	
the	British	Museum	and	wood	panelling	that	was	sold	
by	 Villiers	 and	 is	 still	 on	 display	 at	 the	 great	 hall	 in	
Losely	Park.	But	I	implore	you	to	got	to	Nonsuch	park	
and	stand	by	a	small	stone	marker	that	designates	the	
entrance	 of	 the	 palace,	 and	 imagine	 what	 a	 sight	
should	 lay	 before	 you,	 the	 envy	 of	 all	 Europe	 and	 a	
building	which	had	no	such	equal	
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f	 you	 go	 for	 a	 walk	 on	 Kenley	 Air ield	 today	 you	
would	 ind	dog	walkers,	meadows	and	gliders,	but	
77	 years	 ago	 it	 would	 have	 been	 illed	 with	 air-
crew,	bombs	and	the	constant	thrum	of	merlin	en-

gines.	Now	it	is	unrecognisable	from	the	loud,	smoky	and	
chaotic	atmosphere	that	it	saw	during	World	War	II.	But	
how	 could	 this	 incon-
spicuous	 patch	 of	 land	
have	 played	 such	 an	
important	 part	 in	 pro-
tecting	 Britain	 from	 in-
vasion?	The	calm,	beau-
tiful	 hills	 that	 are	 here	
today	are	a	major	part	of	my	childhood	that	the	crews	of	
the	air ield	worked	to	protect.		

On	 the	 18th	 August	 1940,	 a	 leet	 of	 12	 Junker	 dive-
bombers	and	27	Dornier	bombers	(accompanied	by	Mes-
serschmitt	ME9s)	 took	off	 from	Germany	 to	 target	Ken-
ley	Air ield	as	part	of	Hitler’s	plan	to	cripple	Britain’s	air	
force.	Defending	Kenley	and	 the	 surrounding	area	were	
12	 Spit ires	 and	 16	 Hurricanes,	 along	 with	 an	 experi-
mental	weapon	being	used	 for	 the	 irst	 time.	The	pilots	
knew	that	they	had	to	play	their	part	in	the	defence	ring	
around	London.	The	battle	for	Kenley	had	begun.	

By	 the	 end	 of	 the	 day,	 3	 hangars	 were	 destroyed,	 ten	
British	planes	had	been	ruined	and	one	of icer	was	dead	
along	with	8	men;	8	others	were	injured.	Of	the	27	Dorni-
er	 bombers,	 15	 returned	 and	 the	 12	 Junkers	 led	 after	
seeing	the	carnage	that	had	been	unleashed.	Bomb	dam-
age	 to	 the	 surrounding	 area	 was	 also	 extensive	 with	
many	houses	being	destroyed	and	one	resident	killed.	

Kenley	is	 located	on	the	North	Downs,	south	of	London,	
now	very	close	to	Junction	6	of	the	M25.	Originally,	Ken-
ley	Air ield	was	a	golf	course	owned	by	the	City	of	Lon-
don,	however	just	before	World	War	I	began	it	was	com-
mandeered	by	the	Ministry	of	Defence	(MoD)	as	a	possi-

ble	air ield	site,	due	to	its	 lat	ground	in	a	raised	location.	
The	MoD	set	up	the	Royal	Flying	Corps	at	Kenley	in	1917.	
From	there,	during	World	War	I,	the	Sopwith	Camel	was	
lown	to	counter	the	Zeppelin	attacks	on	London	and	was	
used	as	a	base	for	reconnaissance	planes	 lying	to	France.	

After	WWI	 inished,	Kenley	became	a	training	Air ield	for	
pilots,	 including	 Winston	
Churchill	who	 secretly	 took	
lessons	 in	 the	 1920s,	 and	
became	the	Air	Commodore	
for	 the	 615	 squadron	 at	
Kenley.	Furthermore,	7	dou-
ble	hangars,	an	operations	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	room,	 hospital,	 of icers’	 mess	 and	 12	 blast	 bays	 were	
constructed.	These	blast	bays	had	C	shaped	walls	with	a	
partition	 down	 the	middle,	 designed	 to	 protect	 aircraft	
and	 crew	 from	 anything	 other	 than	 a	 direct	 hit.	 These	
additions	 made	 the	 air ield	 prominent	 in	 the	 south	 of	
England	and	a	vital	defence	station.	

Kenley	played	 a	 vital	 role	when	WWII	 broke	out.	 It	 be-
came	 a	 part	 of	 the	 ‘Section	 11	 Fighter	 Aircraft	 Group’,	
tasked	with	 protecting	 London	 from	 bombers.	 It	 was	 a	
major	base	for	Spit ires	and	Hurricanes	that	would	inter-
cept	bombers	 that	had	been	sighted	off	 the	coast,	 along	
with	a	ground	attack	from	the	Bofor	guns	that	were	 itted	
there.	There	was	also	a	new	invention,	 that	was	 trialled	
on	 18th	 August	 –	 a	 cable	 and	 parachute	 system.	 It	 was	
designed	 so	 that	 a	 rocket	would	 be	 attached	 to	 a	 para-
chute	 and	 cable,	 then,	 when	 the	 bombers	 arrived,	 the	
rockets	 would	 ire,	 trailing	 the	 wires	 beneath	 them.	
These	 wires	would	 slowly	 loat	 downwards,	 and	were-

The pilots knew that they had to play 
their part in the defence ring around Lon-

don. The battle for Kenley had begun. 

Map	of	the	air ields	defending	London	

Kenley Airfield – Liv
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designed	to	snag	on	the	bomber’s	wings	and	cause	them	
to	 crash.	 This	 system	 was	 ineffective	 however,	 as	 only	
one	bomber	was	destroyed	by	these,	so	no	other	air ield	
was	equipped	in	this	way.	

One	of	the	reasons	that	the	RAF	was	able	to	defeat	these	
German	raids	was	due	to	the	use	of	the	Dowling	system.	
This	was	a	method	under	which	communication	was	the	
key.	As	soon	as	a	raid	was	spotted	by	radar,	information	
would	 be	 transmitted	 to	 Fighter	 Command.	 Then,	 the	
relevant	air ield	operations	rooms	would	be	alerted	and	
the	attack	plotted.	This	information	would	also	be	trans-
mitted	 to	 searchlight	 teams	 and	 anti-aircraft	 guns,	who	
would	be	ready	for	the	attack.	A	forward	contingent	of		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

ighter	 planes	 would	 then	 meet	 the	 bombers	 over	 the	
channel.			

	

After	 these	 planes	
broke	 off	 for	 refuel-
ling	 and	 rearming,	 a	
new	 wave	 was	 sent,	
so	 there	 was	 a	 con-
stant	 defence	 force.	
As	 more	 air ields	
came	 into	 range,	 the	
defenders	 became	
more	numerous.	In	this	way,	a	raid	could	be	isolated	and	
destroyed	 before	 reaching	 its	 target.	 Kenley	 was	 espe-
cially	important	in	this	process,	as	it	was	the	sector	HQ	of	
group	 11	 and	 controlled	 all	 of	 the	 air ields	 defending	
London.	

	

	

After	 WWII,	 Kenley	 became	 largely	 redundant;	 it	 no	
longer	received	funding	from	the	government,	primarily	
because	 the	 runways	were	 not	 long	 enough	 to	 support	
the	new	jet	planes	but	also	because	Biggin	Hill	had	taken	
control	of	group	11	and	so	Kenley	was	no	longer	seen	as	
an	important	air ield.	

Kenley	fell	 into	a	state	of	disrepair,	with	the	last	hangar	
and	 control	 tower	 catching	 ire	 in	 1978.	 The	 Of icers	
Mess	survived	for	a	while,	however	this	burnt	down	too	-	
as	 recently	 as	 2016.	 In	 1980,	 a	 gliding	 club	was	 set	 up	
with	a	new	hangar,	and	gliding	still	occurs	at	Kenley	to-
day.		

Recently,	 the	 surviving	 sections	of	Kenley	have	become	
protected	monuments	 and	 the	 air ield	 has	 been	 named	
‘the	best	preserved	 ighter	air ield	from	WWII’.	This	has	
allowed	Kenley	to	secure	lottery	funding	to	begin	resto-
ration	works.	The	surrounding	area	has	been	returned	to	
the	 City	 of	 London	 as	 common	 land,	making	 it	 popular	
with	dog	walkers	and	families.	There	is	a	large	selection	
of	 wild	 lowers	 and	 meadows	 with	 far	 reaching	 views,	
making	it	a	lovely	scenic	spot.		

The	 remaining	 relics	 include	5	of	 the	12	blast	pens,	 the	
ri le	 range,	 fuel	 dump	
and	 Bofor	 gun	 em-
placements.	The	Kenley	
heritage	 club	 now	 run	
tours,	 performances,	
immersive	 experiences	
and	 give	 talks	 to	
schools,	 families	 and	
other	 groups.	 They	 are	
also	 restoring	 the	blast	
bays	and	 fuel	dump,	 to	
look	 as	 they	 were	 in	

1940	 and	 so	 that	 people	 can	 see	 inside	 them.	 On	 com-
memorative	 occasions,	 there	 are	 lyovers	 by	 Spit ires	
and	Hurricanes.	Today	it	is	common	land	where	anyone	
is	free	to	wander	back	through	time	

By Matteo O’Donoghue, 8 Brown 

As more airfields came into range, the defend-
ers became more numerous. In this way, a raid 

could be isolated and destroyed before reaching 
its target. Kenley was especially important in 
this process, as it was the sector HQ of  group 
11 and controlled all of  the airfields defending 

London 

Kenley	Air ield	as	it	is	today	

ving With the Past 
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I		live	in	a	village	near	Guildford.	While	I	was	decid-ing	what	to	write	for	this	article,	I	did	some	re-
search	on	Guildford	and,	to	my	surprise,	the	city’s	
history	is	littered	with	interesting	stories.	

The	reason	for	Guildford’s	name	has	been	a	hard	nut	to	
crack.	The	earliest	known	settlement	with	a	name	like	
Guildford	was	Guldeford,	meaning	Gold	Ford,	from	the	
Saxon	era.	Many	people	believe	the	‘Gold’	in	Guildford	is	
referring	to	the	gold	yellow	 lowers	that	grew	in	the	ford	
itself	and	surrounding	area	or	the	golden	sands	along	the	
river	running	through	Guildford.	

Guldeford	became	a	village	around	1010.	At	this	point	in	
history,	English	Kings	were	trying	to	establish	a	network	
of	forti ied,	secure	strongholds	across	the	country	to	
ward	off	Danish	invaders	seeking	more	land	to	add	to	
their	Kingdom.	There	is	a	high	probability	that	Guildford	
was	one	of	these	settlements	and	would	have	been	sur-
rounded	by	a	ditch	and	earth	rampart	with	a	wooden	
stockade	on	top.	At	this	time,	Guldeford	would	have	had	
a	population	of	several	hundred.	

If	we	skip	100	years	or	so	on	into	the	future,	we	arrive	to	
the	time	when	the	Domesday	Book	was	being	created.	By	
now	Guldeford	had	a	population	of	close	to	1,000.	Wil-
liam	the	Conqueror,	as	he	did	in	many	other	towns	and	
cities,	built	a	castle	made	of	wood	(later	reconstructed	in	
stone	for	defensive	pur-
poses)	in	the	town.	Medi-
eval	Guildford	appeared	
in	the	Domesday	Book	as	
Geldeford	and	Gildeford.	
It	was	rendered	at	£32	
and	the	King	of icially	
held	75	enclosed	houses	
where	there	were	175	heads	of	houses	or	homagers	
(someone	who	pays	homage	to	a	lord).	

By	1257,	Guildford	had	been	given	its	 irst	charter	(a	
document	giving	townspeople	certain	rights	and	the	
means	of	forming	a	government)	and	the	right	to	hold	a	
market	and	fair.	Fairs	were	held	once	a	year	and	lasted	a	
few	days	and	would	attract	buyers	and	sellers	from	all	
over	Surrey	and	north	Hampshire.	For	Medieval	Guild-
ford,	the	main	industry	was	wool	and	this	would	be	
cleaned,	thickened	and	then	exported	to	other	cities	and	
countries	for	people	to	use	to	make	 ine	cloths	and	
clothes.	

In	1295,	people	in	Guildford	elected	members	to	the	Un-
reformed	House	of	Commons.	Despite	having	MPs,	Guild-
ford	failed	to	grow	its	economy	and	population	as	it	was	
too	close	to	London	to	have	any	real	trade	links	because	
it	didn’t	have	many	things	that	London	needed	that	could	
not	be	made	or	found	in	the	London	Borough.	London	
may	also	have	drawn	away	trade	from	Guildford.	The	
population	of	Guildford	was	around	1,300	in	the	14th	
century	but	Guildford	remained	a	small	town	due	to	its	

poor	amount	of	trade.	

In	1507,	a	Grammar	School	was	founded	in	Guildford	
and	in	1598	there	was	a	court	case	referring	to	a	new	
sport	called	‘Kreckett’	being	played	at	the	school.	The	
Oxford	English	Dictionary	states	that	this	was	the	 irst	
ever	recorded	instance	of	Cricket	in	the	whole	world!	
Later,	this	school	was	given	the	title	‘The	Royal	Grammar	
School’	after	gaining	the	patronage	of	Edward	VI	in	1552.	

Despite	this	sudden	burst	of	excitement,	Guildford’s	im-
portance	was	still	extremely	low	and	Henry	VIII	closed	
the	hospital	that	had	been	built	earlier.	Guildford	contin-
ued	to	be	an	important	market	town	for	the	surrounding	
villages,	but	the	castle	had	fallen	to	ruins	and	was	sold	to	
a	private	owner	in	1611.	Between	1645	and	1646	Guild-
ford	was	affected	by	the	plague	at	the	end	of	the	civil	war	
and	the	town’s	already	small	population	decreased	sig-
ni icantly.	

However,	in	1653,	Guildford’s	fortunes	were	turned	
around	by	the	construction	of	the	Wey	Navigation	Canal.	
This	canal	granted	local	businesses	access	to	the	River	
Thames.	Guildford	thrived	as	a	result	of	this	remarkable	
breakthrough	and	the	town	began	to	expand	rapidly.	

In	1789,	a	theatre	was	built	and	an	iron	foundry	was	
opened	in	1794.	At	the	time	of	the	 irst	census	in	1801,	
Guildford’s	population	had	risen	to	over	2,500.	In	1818	a	

corn	exchange	was	built	
and	in	1821,	Guildford	
acquired	a	gas	supply	to	
fuel	street	lamps.	A	rail-
way	was	built	in	1845	and	
so	Guildford	became	a	
commuter	town.	This	rap-

id	progress	continued	and	in	1836,	a	Borough	Council	
came	into	congress,	paved	streets	appeared	in	1860	and	
the	castle	grounds	were	transformed	into	a	park	which	
opened	to	the	public	in	1888.	

Guildford	gained	it	 irst	local	newspaper	in	1855.	A	mod-
ern	hospital	was	built	in	1866	followed	by		an	electricity	
supply	in	1891	and	a	sewage	and	drainage	system	in	
1890	to	1900.	By	the	turn	of	the	century	Guildford’s	pop-
ulation	had	risen	to	over	16,000.	This	increased	even	
more	rapidly	than	it	had	previously	done	due	to	bounda-
ry	extensions	in	1904,	1933	and	1974.	

Yet,	Guildford’s	darkest	hour	also	came	in	1974,	on	the	
5th	October	when	the	IRA	detonated	bombs	in	two	differ-
ent	pubs	as	part	of	an	organised	terrorist	plot.	5	people	
died	and	50	were	injured.	The	bombs	were	targeting	
soldiers	from	nearby	garrison	towns	who	were	enjoying	
a	night	out.	

Fast	forward	to	2017	and	Guildford	has	a	population	of	
just	over	137,200	and	is	a	beautiful,	thriving	city	with	
many	cultural	and	sports	facilities	

By Columbus Mais-Harding, 7 Blue 

Many people believe the ‘Gold’ in Guild-
ford is referring to the gold yellow flowers 

or the golden sands along the river run-
ning through Guildford 

Guildford Through The Ages 
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V
ice	Admiral	Horatio	Lord	Nelson.	A	man	often	
regarded	as	one	 of	Britain’s	 greatest	 heroes.	
A	man	who	has	a	52	meter	column	in	Trafal-
gar	Square	erected	 in	his	memory.	Yet,	what	

people	seem	to	know	less	about	is	his	mistress,	Lady	Em-
ma	Hamilton,	who	used	to	have	a	pub	named	after	her	in	
my	local	area	of	Wimbledon.	

	
Hamilton	did	not	seem	destined	for	fame	as	a	child;	be-
ing	born	into	a	poor	family	in	Cheshire	in	1765,	and	re-
ceiving	 no	 formal	 education,	 yet	 she	 went	 on	 to	 be	
thought	of	as	 the	most	 famous	Briton	alongside	Nelson.	
Her	 ascent	 to	 celebrity	 status	 started	 when	 she	 was	
twelve	as	she	managed	to	 ind	herself	a	 job	working	for	
famous	composer	and	performer	Thomas	Linley.	Howev-
er,	she	was	unable	to	use	this	job	to	get	into	the	world	of	
theatre	 and	 upon	 losing	 it	 turned	 to	 a	 world	 of	 sexual	
exploitation.	

	
Firstly,	 she	 became	 the	
mistress	 of	 playboy	 Sir	
Harry	 Fetherstonhaugh	
but	 he	 left	 her	 when	 she	
became	pregnant	with	his	
child.	She	was	fortunately	taken	in	by	the	second	son	of	
the	earl	of	Warwick,	Charles	Greville.	Greville	introduced	
her	to	artist	George	Romney	who	painted	over	sixty	pic-
tures	of	her,	elevating	her	status	and	making	her	famous.	
Unfortunately,	 things	 took	 a	 turn	 for	 the	 worse	 when	
Greville	 sent	her	 to	Naples,	 supposedly	on	a	holiday,	 so	
that	 he	 could	marry	 another	woman.	 Emma	 had	 to	 be-
come	the	mistress	of	Scottish	diplomat	Sir	William	Ham-
ilton,	who	she	later	got	her	name	from.	This	is	when	we	
see	how	great	 a	woman	 she	was,	 instead	of	 letting	 this	
rejection	from	her	lover	ruin	her	life,	she	turned	it	to	her	
advantage.	

	
Due	to	her	determination	for	fame	she	elevated	her	sta-
tus	 through	 education	 and	 arts,	 taking	 lessons	 in	 lan-
guages,	history,	drawing,	dancing	and	singing.	She	would	
entertain	 wealthy	 guests	 at	 dinners	 and	 events	 with	
singing,	dancing	and	intelligent	conversation.	These	per-
formances	 were	 very	 impressive.	 German	 poet	 Johann	
Wolfgang	von	Goethe	once	described	one	of	her	perfor-
mances,	“She	then	merely	loosens	her	locks	takes	a	pair	
of	 shawls,	 and	 effects	 changes	 of	 postures,	moods,	 ges-
tures,	mien,	and	appearance	that	make	one	really	feel	as	

if	 one	were	 in	 some	 dream.”	 Her	 talents	 and	 persever-
ance	had	brought	her	great	fame.				

	
Emma	met	Nelson	in	1793	when	he	was	gathering	rein-
forcements	 against	 the	 French,	 as	 her	husband	was	 the	
British	envoy.	 She	would	not	meet	him	 for	another	 ive	
years	until	he	returned	victorious	from	the	Battle	of	the	
Nile,	 but	 on	 his	 return	 she	 supposedly	 exclaimed,	 “Oh	
God	is	it	possible?”,	while	fainting	into	his	arms.	Return-
ing	without	one	of	his	arms	and	many	of	his	teeth	did	not	
stop	Hamilton	 and	Nelson	 falling	 in	 love	 as	 she	 nursed	
him	 back	 to	 health.	 Strangely	 this	 affair	 seemed	 to	 be	
encouraged	by	her	husband	as	the	three	of	them	eventu-
ally	lived	together	openly	in	Britain,	the	affair	becoming	
public	knowledge	and	scandal.	She	was	followed	around	
by	the	media	and	set	the	fashion	trends	for	the	country,	
proving	her	and	Nelson’s	status	as	the	most	famous	cou-
ple	in	Britain.			

	
Her	 latter	 years	 were	 a	
great	contrast	to	the	luxu-
rious	 lifestyle	 she	 had	
been	living	as	Nelson	was	
frequently	 away	 ighting,	

eventually	 dying	 at	 the	Battle	 of	 Trafalgar	 in	 1805.	 She	
gave	 birth	 to	 two	 girls,	 only	 one	 survived	 though	
(Horatio);	the	second	child	died	a	few	weeks	after	birth.	
After	Nelson’s	death	she	did	not	tone	down	her	luxurious	
lifestyle,	quickly	falling	into	debt,	even	spending	a	year	in	
a	debtors’	prison.	She	 led	to	France,	living	in	poverty	in	
Calais,	turning	to	drink	to	deal	with	her	turn	of	fortunes.	
She	 eventually	 died	 of	 liver	 infection	 in	 1815,	 aged	 49.	
Although	these	later	years	show	a	great	downfall	I	do	not	
think	 they	should	be	given	much	 focus	when	 looking	at	
her	 life;	 her	 vibrant	 life	 and	 rise	 to	 notoriety	 are	much	
more	deserving	of	our	attention.		

	
Although	 the	 antics	 of	 Lady	Emma	Hamilton	may	 seem	
peculiar	in	the	modern	context,	her	story	must	be	viewed	
while	 considering	what	was	acceptable	during	 the	18th	
and	19th	centuries.	She	is	the	quintessential	example	of	
someone	 able	 to	 better	 their	 life	 by	 improving	 them-
selves,	 in	 her	 case	 through	 education	 and	 working	 on	
arts	such	as	dancing.	Going	from	a	poor	family	in	Chesh-
ire	to	the	height	of	fame,	she	met	the	ambitions	she	had	
set	herself	in	life	and	I	hope	she	will	be	well	remembered	
and	admired	for	this			

By Oliver Fitzmaurice, Year 12 

This is when we see how great a woman 
she was, instead of  letting this rejection 
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The	Lunatics	(Have	Taken	

Over	The	Asylum) 
	

“I	see	a	clinic	full	of	cynics	
Who	want	to	twist	the	peoples'	

wrist”*	
	
	
	
At	the	beginning	of	 the	1870s,	 the	expansion	of	Lon-
don’s	suburbs	into	what	was	previously	considered	to	
be	 rural	 countryside	 showed	 little	 signs	 of	 slowing,	
and	 with	
this	 ex-
pansion,	
the	 popu-
lation	was	
rising.	
There	
were	 two	
asylums	
in	 the	 County	 of	 Middlesex,	 located	 at	 Hanwell	 and	
Colney	 Hatch.	 Both	 of	 these	 were	 in	 need	 of	 exten-
sions	due	to	exceeding	their	original	capacities	and	an	
ever-increasing	need	for	accommodation	for	lunatics.	
To	 combat	 the	 increase	 in	 the	 number	 of	 mental	
health	patients,	a	location	for	a	third	asylum	was	cho-
sen	-	an	area	of	the	Banstead	Downs	in	Surrey,	some-
what	 secluded	 and	 well	 outside	 of	 the	 Middlesex	
boundary.	
	
Based	 on	 the	 other	 asylums,	 Banstead	 Asylum	 was	
primarily	 constructed	 for	 inmates	who	were	 consid-
ered	to	be	chronically	insane	or	mentally	“defective”,	
and	who	had	little	chance	of	recovery.			
	
From	the	opening	on	the	23rd	March	1877,	it	was	of i-
cially	referred	to	as	a	Lunatic	Asylum.	It	had	 its	own	
gasworks	and	 sports	 ground	on	 site,	whilst	 coal	 and	
other	goods	were	transported	to	the	Asylum	on	a	spe-
cially	 paved	 cart-track.	 Built	 to	 accommodate	 2,500	
patients,	 it	was	almost	a	 fully	self-contained	commu-
nity.	

	
The	 construction	 of	 the	 ‘Asylum’	 bene ited	 the	 few	
who	 already	 lived	 in	 Belmont	 and	 helped	 the	 town	
develop.	Men	working	on	 the	hospital,	 together	with	
nurses,	attendants	and	domestic	staff	set	up	home	in	
Belmont.	 Numerous	 cottages	 were	 constructed	 in	
Downs	Road	and	the	 irst	shops	outside	the	 ‘Asylum’	
were	built.	
	
During	the	Second	World	War,	the	Asylum	was	requi-
sitioned	for	war	use.	Firstly,	it	was	used	as	a	military	
camp	and	later,	as	a	prisoner-of-war	camp.	A	number	
of	bombs	fell	onto	the	
Downs	 during	 this	
period.	 There	 was	
some	 loss	 of	 life	 and	
damage,	 such	 as	 bro-

ken	
win-
dows	
to	
houses	
near	 to	
the	
blasts.	
	

After	 the	 war,	 the	
Asylum	 was	 reo-
pened	 as	 a	 ‘hospital’,	
now	modernised	 and	
re-equipped,	 with	 a	
patients’	social	club,	a	
canteen,	a	library	and	
reading	 room.	 It	 re-
mained	this	way	until	
October	 1986,	 when	
Banstead	 Hospital	
closed	 and	 was	 later	
demolished.	 Eventu-
ally,	 two	 prisons	
were	 created	 on	 its	
site,	 after	 it	was	 sold	
to	 the	 Home	 Of ice-	
the	High	Down	Prison	
in	 1992,	 and	 the	
Down	View	Prison	 in	
2001.	
	
Throughout	 its	 109	
years	of	history,	Ban-
stead	Mental	Hospital	
was	 threatened	 by	
various	 internal	 dis-
asters,	 faced	 criti-
cisms	 and	 controver-
sy.	 One	 area	 for	 this	
controversy	 was	 the	
treatments	used,		
	

Based on the other asylums, Banstead Asy-
lum was primarily constructed for inmates 
who were considered to be chronically in-
sane or mentally “defective”, and who had 

little chance of  recovery   
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particularly	when	those	 in	the	Hospital	were	treated	
as	 ‘inmates’	 instead	 of	 patients,	 during	 the	 pre-war	
years.	
	
A	visitor	to	Banstead	Asylum	wrote	that	“many	of	[the	
patients]	are	very	violent,	and	can	only	be	controlled	
by	 an	 exercise	 of	 great	 irmness	 and	unceasing	 vigi-
lance”.	 	They	may	 have	 been	 referring	 to	 one	 of	 the	
more	 extreme	 methods	 of	 treatment	 which	 was	 lo-
botomy.	This	was	when	the	front	part	of	an	inmate’s	
brain	was	 severed	 to	 calm	 them	 down.	 At	 irst,	 this	

was	used	as	a	poten-
tial	 solution	 to	 over-
crowding	 and	 under-
staf ing	 and	 was	 not	
even	carried	out	in	an	
operating	 theatre.	
Alternatively,	 they	
may	have	been	refer-
ring	to	when	inmates	
were	placed	 in	 leath-
er	 shorts	 that	 re-

strained	 them	 and	
could	not	be	removed	
by	the	‘inmate’.	
	
Even	 though	 some	of	
the	 treatment	 of	 pa-
tients	 did	 not	 seem	
humane	 during	 the	
hospital’s	early	years,	
improvements	 were	
ultimately	 made	 re-
garding	 the	 safety	
and	 treatment	 of	 pa-
tients.	 In	July	1968,	a	
report	was	presented	
to	 Parliament	 by	 the	
then	 Minister	 of	
Health,	 dealing	 with	
“allegations	 concern-
ing	the	case	of	elderly	
patients	 in	 certain	
hospitals”.	In	particu-
lar,	 the	 report	 de-
scribed	 an	 investiga-
tion	 into	 the	 condi-
tions	at	Banstead	
Hospital	as	there	had	

been	 claims	

made	 of	 	 ill	 treatment	 of	 patients	 and	 the	 improper	
sale	 of	 key	 amenities,	 such	 as	 bread	 and	 butter	 and	
tea,	 to	patients	by	 staff.	Letters	were	 sent	 to	 a	 large	
variety	of	different	organisations	and	individuals	who	
were	associated	with	the	Hospital.		
	
Nursing	 and	 medical	 staff,	 patients	 and	 relatives	
praised	 the	 Hospital	 and	 	 treatment	 of	 patients	 and	
the	 only	 dissension	was	minor	 criticism	 and	 a	 com-
plaint	 from	a	previous	member	of	 staff,	which	 could	

not	 be	 investigated	
as	 no	 witnesses	
were	 called	 to	 cor-
roborate	 any	 infor-
mation.			
	
In	 a	 recent	 inter-
view,	 local	 resident	

and	 historical	 enthusiast,	 Dennis	 Baldry**	 described	
to	me	how	“there	was	a	period	when	Psychiatric	treat-
ment	was	 rather	 brutal-	 in	 the	 early	 part	 of	 the	 20th	
Century”.	However,	seeming	to	con irm	the	 indings	of	
the	1968	 investigation,	he	spoke	with	high	regard	of	
the	treatment	his	aunt	received	at	this	local	asylum.		
	
“From	 time	 to	 time,	 I	would	visit	my	Aunt,	 I’m	afraid,	
not	as	often	as	 I	should	have.	 I	can	say	that	 I	was	 im-
pressed	with	her	care,	she	must	have	had	some	medica-
tion,	 but	 essentially	 what	 they	 got	 was	 quite	 good	
care…[She]	 had	 electric	 shock	 treatments…they	 got	
them	to	sign	a	consent	 form,	applied	a	general	anaes-
thetic,	applied	electrodes	to	the	head	and	gave	electric	
shocks.	I	suspect	that	[she]	had	more	than	one	electric	
shock	 session	 [but]	 I	was	 sort	of	shielded	 from	 that…I	
never	 heard	 of	 any	 complaint	 against	 her	 treatment.	
All	I	can	say	is	that	she	appeared	to	be	well	cared	for	by	
medical	staff”	
	
*Fun	Boy	Three	feat.	the	Specials	
**With	thanks	to	Dennis	Baldry	for	agreeing	to	be	inter-
viewed	for	this	article. 

By Nathan Livingstone, 10 Brown 

A visitor to Banstead Asylum wrote that 
“many of  [the patients] are very violent, 
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ccording	to	the	Domesday	Book	of	1087	
Ashtead	was	a	small	village	with	a	popula-
tion	some-
where	be-

tween	150	and	200	and	
its	land	had	once	be-
longed	to	King	Harold.	
In	the	medieval	period	
there	were	no	schools	
in	Ashtead	which	
sounds	nice	for	us	how-
ever	at	home	you	
wouldn’t	be	lying	on	the	sofa	(or	pallet!)	in	your	
wattle	and	daub	house.	Unless	you	were	the	land-
lord’s	son	who	would	get	private	tutoring,	you	
would	be	out	on	your	farm,	harvesting	 ields	and,	if	
you	had	them,	looking	after	animals;	it	was	compul-
sory	to	work	on	the	landlord’s	land	for	2-3	days	a	
week.	A	survey	of	1296	says	Ashtead	had	320	acres	
of	Arable	land,	60	of	pasture	and	18	of	meadow.	The	
reason	schools	were	not	needed	is	simply	that	the	
average	child	would	continue	in	his	father’s	foot-
steps.	Entertainment	came	from	seeing	friends	at	
church,	playing	in	the	woodland	or	travelling	in	a	
cart	to	market	to	sell	any	surplus	food.	In	the	Medi-
eval	period,	the	church	set	the	rhythm	for	everyday	
life	and	its	festivals	would	be	the	highlight	of	a	12	
year	old	boy’s	year.	

So,	would	a	12	year	old	boy	enjoy	growing	up	in	this	
period?	

Probably,	because	he	knew	no	different.	For	a	boy,	
this	period	was	physically	more	demanding	than	
now	and	revolved	heavily	around	the	church,	but	
there	was	a	closer	community	and	life	was	a	lot	
simpler	than	today	with	an	environment	polluted	
signi icantly	less.	But	woe	betide	you	if	you	got	the	
Black	Death!	

The	Tudor	Period	

Ashtead	was	still	a	small	village	when	Henry	VII	and	
his	descendants	were	on	the	throne.	In	the	Tudor	
times	there	were	still	no	schools	in	Ashtead.	If	you	
lived	in	a	more	densely	populated	area	at	the	time	
you	probably	would	have	gone	to	school	but	
Ashtead’s	population,	due	to	the	Black	Death,	was	
barely	over	200!	Like	in	the	medieval	period,	most	
children	would	continue	in	their	father’s	line	of	
work	which	at	that	time	would	have	probably	
meant	being	a	roof	tiler,	blacksmith,	carpenter	or	
saltpetre	producer	as	well	as	a	labourer	in	agricul-
tural	work.	School	was	simply	unimportant	to	the	
12	year	old	Tudor	boy.	St	Giles’	church	still	re-
mained	at	the	centre	of	life	but	had	8	rectors	be-
tween	1535	and	1539!	This	was	due	to	Henry	the	
VIII	breaking	away	from	the	Roman	Catholic	
Church.	

How	had	a	12	year	old	boy’s	life	changed	since	the	

medieval	period?	

Not	much,	however	there	were	a	wider	variety	of	
jobs	to	look	forward	to.	

So	would	a	12	year	old	
boy	enjoy	growing	up	in	
this	period?	

Probably	more	then	he	
would	have	growing	in	
the	medieval	period	as	
there	was	more	enter	

tainment	and	more	opportunities	ahead,	although	
Ashtead	itself	had	not	changed	much	and	neither	
had	the	rhythm	of	day	to	day	life.	

The	Victorian	Period	

In	the	Victorian	period	there	was	at	last	a	school	in	
Ashtead.	It	was	a	church	school	in	St	Giles’	church	
which	started	in	1852.	This	was	run	by	the	Anglican	
Church.	In	this	period	religion	and	education	were	
tightly	inter-linked.	In	1870,	primary	school	be-
came	compulsory.	This	was	actually	a	good	thing	at	
that	time	because	the	farms	in	Ashtead	had	been	
broken	up	by	1887	so	agriculture	was	no	longer	the	
obvious	future	job.	By	this	time	a	12	year	old	boy	
may	have	been	in	service	at	one	of	the	big	houses	in	
upper	Ashtead.	However	this	period	was	not	a	bor-
ing	one	for	the	average	boy	because	from	1887	he	
could	join	the	Ashtead	cricket	club	or	go	with	his	
dad	to	the	working	men’s	club	where	he	could	play	
chess	or	board	games.	Also	from	1894	he	could	join	

When was the best 

old boy growing
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the	football	club.	If	Ashtead	didn’t	offer	enough	en-
tertainment	for	a	12	year	old	boy	then,	as	the	rail-
way	had	come	to	Ashtead	in	1859,	he	could	catch	
the	train	to	Epsom,	London	or	Dorking.	

How	is	a	12	year	old	Victorian	boy’s	life	different	
from	now?	

Although	a	12	year	old	boy	from	the	Victorian	era	
did	not	have	all	of	the	modern	technology	we	pos-
sess	now,	his	life	resembles	ours	signi icantly	more	
than	the	Tudor	or	Medieval	12	year	old	boy’s	
would.	

	

So	would	a	12	year	old	boy	enjoy	growing	up	in	this	
period?	

I	think	yes,	because	by	the	end	of	the	19th	century	
Ashtead	was	truly	
starting	to	become	
a	more	modern	
place	with	day	to	
day	hobbies	we	
still	have	today	
and	infrastructure	
that	we	still	use.	

World	War	Two	

During	World	War	Two	even	more	hobbies	had	be-
come	available	in	Ashtead.	These	were	boy	scouts	
and	girl	guides	which	were	established	in	1920,	the	
same	year	as	the	theatre	company	‘The	Ashtead	
Players’	began.	There	was	also	an	outdoor	swim-

ming	pool	to	enjoy	and	the	woodland	to	explore	-	
now	owned	by	the	Corporation	of	London.	This	
woodland	still	dominated	a	large	part	of	Ashtead	
but	now	was	no	longer	used	for	work,	but	instead	
used	for	leisure.	Ashtead	was	still	a	quiet	area	with	
few	cars	around	but	the	population	was	growing	
rapidly	as	in	the	1930’s	numerous	housing	estates	
were	built.	During	wartime,	evacuees	from	Dulwich,	
forced	to	 lee	from	London,	took	up	residence	in	
Ashtead,	sharing	classrooms	with	the	children	at	St	
Giles’	and	Barnett	Wood	(established	in	1906)	and	
St	Andrew’s	School	(established	in	1935).	At	this	
time	there	were	two	churches	in	Ashtead	-	St	Giles’	
and	St	George’s	(built	in	1906	to	cater	for	the	serv-
ants).	

Would	this	have	been	a	good	time	to	be	a	12	year	old	
boy	growing	up	in	Ashtead?	

Schools	were	overcrowded	due	to	the	war	and,	alt-
hough	as	Ashtead	was	a	rural	village	it	missed	most	
of	the	war;	there	was	still	an	air	raid	in	September	
1940	and	school	holidays	were	cancelled	because	of	
the	war.	

So,	is	it	better	to	be	a	12	year	old	boy	in	2017?	

Church	is	still	a	big	part	of	life,	but	only	if	you	are	a	
religious	person.	Now	four	churches	exist	in	
Ashtead.	The	population	has	grown	so	that	there	
are	six	schools	in	Ashtead	now.	12	year	old	boys	
still	live	in	the	houses	built	in	the	1930s	and	Victo-
rian	era,	take	part	in	cricket,	football,	Scouts,	go	to	
the	tennis	club	and	can	take	part	in	the	‘Ashtead	
Players’.	The	woodland	or	common	is	still	used	for	
recreation.	They	still	travel	by	train	from	Ashtead	
station	to	London	and	Dorking.		Overall	they	have	
more	choices	than	a	12	year	old	boy	in	any	previous	
era,	receiving	an	education	and	choosing	their	fu-
ture	job,	unlike	boys	in	the	Tudor	or	Medieval	peri-
od.	They	have	all	the	opportunities	the	Victorian	
and	war	time	boy	had	but	they	also	have	smart	
phones,	iPads	and	access	to	lots	of	information	and	
entertainment.	Ashtead	is	still	a	close	knit	commu-
nity,	although	it	does	have	14,169	residents	accord-

ing	to	the	2011	cen-
sus	so	it’s	not	as	
close	as	in	earlier	
eras.	A	modern	boy	
has	a	longer	life	ex-
pectancy	and	
doesn’t	have	to	
worry	about	the	
plague	but	might	

worry	more	about	pollution	than	any	boys	from	
before	the	industrial	revolution.	

What	era	would	I	choose	to	live	in?	The	modern	
one.	Maybe	if	you’d	asked	any	12	year	old	boys	
from	previous	eras,	they’d	have	said	the	same	

By Tom Benson, 7 Brown 
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T	he	 date	 was	 16th	 June	 1944	 and	 the	 town	 of	Worcester	 Park	 was	 peaceful,	 the	 worries	 of	
living	during	a	war	had	become	normal	to	most	
people	and	 the	air	 raid	 sirens	were	a	common	

occurrence.	 People	 knew	 that	when	 the	 siren	went	 off,	
they	needed	to	 ilter	down	to	their	air	raid	shelters	and	
stay	there	until	the	threat	had	passed.	The	town	had	not	
been	hit	by	many	bombs	yet	so	they	expected	to	go	down	
to	 the	 shelter	 and	 come	 out	 later	 in	 exactly	 the	 same	
state	as	they	were	when	they	entered.	Going	to	the	shel-
ter	was	a	routine,	a	way	of	life.	

This	 was	 why	 what	 happened	 on	 that	 fateful	 summer	
evening	 was	 unexpected,	 nobody	 saw	 it	 coming,	 and	
what	they	did	see	coming	was	a	new	sight,	a	 lying	bomb	
known	 as	 the	 V1	 -	 the	 doodlebug.	 People	 on	 Caldbeck	
Avenue	 in	Worcester	Park	were	 frozen,	 anxious	 fathers	
looking	 out	 of	 their	 shel-
ters	 at	 the	 V1,	 knowing	
they	only	had	seconds	left.	
The	 bomb	 hurtled	 to-
wards	 the	 ground	 and	 on	
impact	 sent	 shockwaves.	
It	exploded	and	destroyed	
a	large	portion	of	the	road.	
Houses	 were	 demolished,	
gas	leaked	from	pipes	and	
ires	started.	At	the	end	of	
it	ten	were	dead	and	an	entire	town	was	in	shock.	

One	of	the	reasons	that	so	many	people	died	on	just	one	
street	 was	 not	 because	 of	 the	 bomb	 but	 because	 the	
bomb	 caused	 further	 issues	 like	 gas	 leaks.	 Under	 stair	
cupboards	were	quite	a	popular	place	to	take	cover	dur-
ing	World	War	Two,	and	despite	protecting	you	from	the	
initial	 blast,	 you	 could	 get	 trapped	 in	 them	 because	 of	
falling	 debris	 from	 the	 houses	 blocking	 the	 exit.	 This	 is	
why	 they	were	 so	 dangerous	 if	 the	 explosion	 caused	 a	
gas	 leak.	 If	 a	person	was	 trapped	 in	 a	 cupboard,	 then	a	

small	spark	could	cause	the	gas	to	ignite	and	the	house	to	
blow	up.	Unfortunately	this	is	how	some	of	the	victims	of	
this	incident	on	Caldbeck	Avenue	died.	

To	combat	the	bomb	falling	on	this	portion	of	Worcester	
Park,	an	anti-aircraft	gun	called	an	Ack	Ack	was	used	to	
try	and	destroy	the	bomb	or	make	it	detonate	mid-air.	It	
did	not	destroy	the	guided	missile	but	it	did	knock	it	off	
course.	 One	 father	 of	 a	 family	 that	 were	 living	 on	
Caldbeck	Avenue	at	the	time	that	the	bomb	dropped	said	
that	the	V1	was	going	to	land	straight	onto	their	Ander-
son	shelter	but	because	of	Ack	Ack	 ire	 it	 landed	on	the	
middle	 of	 the	 road,	 subsequently	 saving	 their	 lives	 but	
ending	the	lives	of	some	others	that	were	initially	safe.	

If	you	don’t	know	what	a	V1	bomb	is,	it	is	a	pilotless	 ly-
ing	bomb	with	a	16	foot	wingspan	and	after	it	is	released	
it	 lies	 until	 it	 runs	 out	 of	 fuel	 and	 then	 drops	 to	 the	

ground.	This	bomb	was	so	
destructive	 and	 caused	
such	 tragedy	 because	 the	
exact	 position	 it	 would	
fall,	was	 unknown	 by	 the	
Germans	 when	 they	 re-
leased	 it,	 so	 even	 though	
they	 were	 aiming	 to	 de-
stroy	 infrastructure,	 this	
could	 cause	 children	 to	

die	when	the	bombs	landed	on	school	buildings.	

Another	 reason	 the	 bomb	 killed	 so	many	 people	 is	 be-
cause	 of	 the	 low	whirring	 sound	 it	made	 in	 light.	 This	
would	confuse	people	in	range	of	the	bomb	and	because	
of	this	they	were	unable	to	run	away	and	were	caught	in	
the	explosion	when	the	bomb	hit	the	ground.	

The	 bomb	 that	 hit	 Caldbeck	Avenue	was	 the	 irst	 of	 its	
kind	 in	 the	area	but	 it	was	not	 the	only	one	dropped.	A	
huge	amount	of	V1	rockets	were	dropped	on	Britain	with	
73	hitting	 greater	London	and	another	71	hitting	 areas	
outside	of	London.	By	18th	June		1944,	over	500	had	been	
ired	 in	 total.	There	 is	 evidence	of	 the	doodlebug	bomb	
dropped	on	Worcester	Park	because	all	 the	houses	 that	
were	 hit	 had	 to	 be	 completely	 rebuilt	 and	 they	 were	
made	 differently	 to	 the	 other	 houses.	 All	 the	 houses	 in	
the	area	were	built	in	the	1930s	and	they	were	all	made	
in	the	same	pattern	but	now	the	rebuilt	houses	look	out	
of	keeping	with	the	originals.	

The	reason	I	chose	to	write	about	this	event	is	because	it	
is	 rather	 signi icant	 in	 the	 History	 of	 the	 area	 but	 also	
because	it	is	signi icant	to	my	family.	This	is	because	my	
grandad	was	born	on	the	same	day	as	the	bomb	dropped	
on	Caldbeck	Avenue	and	he	was	born	at	home	only	four	
streets	away	on	Caverleigh	Way.	The	doctor	who	deliv-
ered	him	called	him	‘The	Doodlebug	Baby.’	

By Max Wingham, 8 Green 
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By Jed Heffernan, 9 Blue 

E	psom	is	without	a	shadow	of	doubt	an	 incredi-bly	historically	special	and	unique	town.	Having	
been	the	home	to	the	Epsom	Derby	since	the	4th	
May	 1780,	 and	 being	 known	 globally	 for	 the	

famous	‘Epsom	Salts’,	Epsom	has	gradually	been	becom-
ing	more	and	more	recognised	on	a	global	scale,	with	the	
Epsom	 Derby	 being	 the	 most	 prestigious	 of	 the	 ive	
‘Classics’	 and	hence	 the	most	well-known	horse	 race	 in	
the	 whole	 of	 England.	 In	 spite	 of	 this,	 the	 Derby	 is,	 of	
course,	not	 the	only	historical	aspect	 that	shall	be	writ-
ten	about	in	this	article.	

As	 is	 the	 case	with	most	places	 in	England,	 Epsom	was	
not	believed	to	have	been	randomly	named,	but	was	in-
tended	to	be	a	form	of	‘Ebba’s	ham’;	with	‘Ebba’	being	the	
name	of	a	Saxon	landowner	and	‘ham’	presumably	mean-
ing	home.	Epsom	actually	played	a	relatively	 large	 level	
of	importance	during	the	time	of	the	Anglo-Saxons,	when	
it	 was	 a	 part	 of	 a	 group	 known	 as	 the	 ‘Copthorne	
Hundred’,	 some	 of	 the	 places	 where	 the	 wealthy	 and	
powerful	 of	 the	 time																																																					
would	 meet	 regularly.	
Epsom	later	even	became	
the	 home	 to	 a	 Hundred	
Court,	 showing	 that	 Ep-
som	 held	 a	 moderately	
large	 level	 of	 importance	
among	the	rich.		

However,	 there	 are	 many	
more	 aspects	 of	 Epsom’s	
history	which	maintain	an	even	greater	 level	of	 intrigue	
than	 the	 things	 I	have	mentioned.	 I	 shall	discuss	a	gen-
eral	history	of	the	buildings	in	Epsom,	including	the	mul-
tiple	churches	and	the	clock	tower	situated	in	the	market	
town,	 some	 information	 on	 the	 famous	 Lord	 Rosebery	
and,	of	course,	a	brief	history	of	the	Epsom	Derby.	Firstly	
I	 shall	 talk	 about	 Lord	Rosebery	 and	 the	 effects	 he	had	

on	this	town.	

Being	 a	 previous	
British	Prime	Minis-
ter,	 I	 felt	 it	 almost	
paramount	 to	 men-
tion	 the	 famed	Lord	
Rosebery	in	my	arti-
cle.	However,	the	5th	
Earl	 of	 Rosebery	
was	 not	 always	 in-
crediblly	 logical	 in	
decision-making.	
Lord	 Rosebery	 re-
ceived	 the	 highest	
levels	 of	 education,	
attending	 the	 Uni-
versity	of	Oxford.	 In	
spite	 of	 this,	 in	 the	

year	 of	 1869,	 Lord	 Rosebery	 entered	 a	 horse	 into	 the	
Epsom	 Derby	 race,	 which	 unfortunately	 came	 last.	 The	
5th	Earl	of	Rosebery	was	given	the	choice	to	either	keep	
his	 horse	 or	 continue	 his	 studies	 in	Oxford	 and,	 as	 one	
would	 likely	guess,	he	chose	 to	keep	his	horse	and	was	
effectively	 expelled	 to	 Epsom	 by	 his	 University.	 During	
this	 banishment	 of	 sorts,	 Lord	 Rosebery	 purchased	 a	
building	 named	 ‘Durdans’	which	was	 situated	 on	 Chalk	
Lane,	very	close	to	the	Epsom	Downs.		

Rosebery	was	known	to	host	large	 ireworks	displays	to	
celebrate	the	birthdays	of	children	or	simply	to	entertain	
the	 local	members	 of	 the	 general	 public.	 Rosebery	was	
also	incredibly	generous	to	the	people	of	Epsom,	having	
been	 known	 to	 have	 funded	 building	 the	 south	 aisle	 of	
Christ	Church,	one	of	Epsom’s	major	churches.	Further-
more,	 Rosebery	was	 very	 involved	 in	 the	 operations	 of	
the	mental	 asylum	 in	 the	 nearby	Horton,	 claiming	 they	
were	given	 too	much	 freedom	and	voicing	 the	 thoughts	
of	the	public;	the	asylum	put	 forward	some	precautions	

to	 prevent	 any	 danger	
due	 to	 Rosebery’s	 com-
plaints.	 Rosebery	 was	
loved	 greatly	 by	 the	 peo-
ple	of	Epsom,	who	lead	an	
enormous	 procession	 for	
his	 wedding.	 Of	 course,	
Lord	Rosebery	left	Epsom	
during	 his	 time	 as	 Prime	
Minister,	 yet,	 he	 always	
stayed	 closely	 associated	

with	the	town,	most	notably	leaving	a	fair	amount	of	land	
to	the	borough.	Due	to	this,	within	Epsom,	one	may	 ind	
Rosebery	Park	and	Rosebery	School.	

Epsom	has	been	 the	home	 for	some	 time	 to	some	won-
derful	 pieces	 of	
architecture	
which	 comple-
ment	 the	 sur-
rounding	 land-
scape	 and	 with	
each	 of	 these	
buildings	 comes	 a	
rich	 supply	 of	 in-
formation	 about	
Epsom’s	 history.	 I	
believe	 it	 im-
portant	 to	 irst	
mention	 the	 Ep-
som	 Clock	 Tower,	
effectively	 found	
in	the	very	middle	
of	 Epsom’s	 town	
centre.	 The	 Clock	
Tower,	 which	 is	
approximately	 
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21m	tall,	was	built	in	1847	to	replace	a	watchtower	that	
had	 been	 built	 in	 the	 1600s.	 The	 clock	 tower	was	 built	
out	of	Suffolk	brick,	as	well	as	red	brick	so	that	it	was	a	
range	 of	 exquisitely	 ordered	 colours.	 Also,	 the	 Clock	
Tower	was	built	with	 four	 lions	made	of	Caen	Stone	sat	
at	 each	 corner;	 similar	 to	what	was	done	with	Nelson’s	
Column	 in	Trafalgar	 Square.	 In	 spite	of	 this,	 these	 lions	
were	replaced	by	lanterns	in	1902,	which	were	later	re-
placed	with	globe	lights	in	1920,	and	toilets	were	added	
to	each	side	of	the	structure.	Another	feature	that	Epsom	
is	 relatively	well-known	 for	 is	 ‘The	 Epsom	Well’.	 Many	
years	ago,	during	the	17th	century,	it	was	discovered	that	
there	was	a	rich	water	supply	in	Epsom	 illed	with	min-
erals	that	could	heal	various	minor	injuries.	An	industry	
was	quickly	built	 around	 these	waters,	 containing	what	
is	 now	 called	 ‘Epsom	 Salt’,	 and	 spas	were	 swiftly	 built,	
along	with	multiple	wells	to	hold	the	water.	People	from	
across	 the	 country	would	 travel	 to	 Epsom	 to	 be	healed	
by	the	‘Epsom	Salts’	and	have	up	to	12	pints	of	it	in	one	
day	–	as	much	as	 they	could	drink!	However,	processes	
have	 been	 discovered	 to	make	 Epsom	 Salt	 without	 the	
water	 in	Epsom,	hence	one	solitary	well	 remains	 in	Ep-
som	as	a	memorial	of	Epsom’s	heritage	as	a	spa	town.	

Without	 a	 shadow	of	doubt,	 the	Epsom	Derby	deserves	
its	 position	 as	 one	 of	 the	 most	 famous	 horse-races	 in	
England.	 Since	 the	4th	May	1780,	people	have	annually	
come	to	this	seemingly	average	market	town	to	observe	
the	 2420m	 race,	 and	 perhaps	 earn	 some	 money	 from	
betting	on	which	horse	will	win.	Furthermore,	it	is	a	little
-known	fact	that	the	word	‘derby’	was	not	always	synon-
ymous	with	horse-racing,	and	the	Epsom	Derby	was	the	
irst	major	horse-race	to	have	the	word	derby	in	its	title;	
inspiring	the	name	of	races	such	as	the	‘Kentucky	Derby’.	
The	idea	of	the	Epsom	Derby	was	 irst	thought	up	during	
a	party	celebrating	the	 irst	running	of	the	Oaks	Stakes	in	

1779.	 After	 a	 small	 discussion,	 it	was	 decided	 that	 this	
new	race	should	be	named	after	the	host	of	the	party,	the	
12th	Earl	of	Derby.		

Initially,	 it	 had	 been	 uncertain	whether	 the	 race	would	
be	 named	 after	 Sir	 Charles	 Bunbury	 (whose	 name	 you	
may	recognise	from	the	Bunbury	Cup,	another	horse	rac-
ing	 event)	 hence,	 according	 to	 legend,	 a	 coin	 had	 been	
tossed	 to	 see	who	 the	 race	would	 be	 named	 after.	 The	
irst	race,	which	was	run	on	Thursday	4th	May	of	the	next	
year,	was	won	by	a	colt	of	Bunbury’s	named	Diomed,	and	
was	only	one	mile	long.	This	length	was	later	changed	to	
approximately	one	and	a	half	miles,	but	was	actually	only	
one	mile,	four	furlongs	and	ten	yards.	It	was	only	in	the	
Epsom	 Derby	 of	 1787	 that	 one	 of	 the	 Earl	 of	 Derby’s	
horses	won	for	the	 irst	time.	The	days	which	the	Derby	
was	held	for	over	a	century	were	constantly	changing,	as	
the	 initial	 intention	 was	 for	 it	 to	 always	 be	 held	 on	 a	
Thursday,	 yet	 this	 was	 not	 always	 possible	 due	 to	 the	
days	upon	which	Easter	fell,	so	in	1945,	the	race	was	set	
to	always	take	place	on	the	 irst	Saturday	of	June.	As	one	
would	expect,	with	 such	wealthy	people	 supporting	 the	
event	 so	 heavily,	 the	 popularity	 of	 the	 Derby	 gradually	
grew	 until	 today,	 where	 people	 from	 across	 the	 world	
travel	 to	 watch	 the	 prestigious	 event;	 even	 the	 Queen	
leaves	her	palace	to	watch	the	horse-racing	
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By Stefan Titus-Glover, 9 Blue 

U	pon	the	southern	border	of	London,	upon	the	Thames,	 lies	 the	 royal	 borough	 of	 Kingston.	
Formerly	 a	 royal	 village	 with	 an	 incredible	
historical	signi icance	dating	back	to	the	Sax-

on	 times	 of	 the	 mid	 9th	 century,	 Kingston	 lourished	
through	the	centuries	despite	being	set	back	by	natural	
and	 human	 induced	 disasters	 to	 become	 a	well	 estab-
lished	metropolitan	centre	of	modern	London.	
	
The	name,	 “Kingston”,	means,	 “the	King’s	manor	or	es-
tate”	 in	old	English	 from	the	words,	“cyning”	and	“tun”	
which	 signify	 its	 early	 Saxon	 royal	 relevance.	 In	 838,	
cyninges	tun,	as	it	was	formerly	named	was	the	prestig-
ious	 meeting	 place	 be-
tween	 King	 Egbert	 of	
Wessex,	 his	 council	 and	
Ceolnoth,	Archbishop	of	
Canterbury.	 They	 dis-
cussed	 the	 recognition	
of	 the	Kingdom	of	Wes-
sex	 as	 a	 new,	 strong	
political	 power	 by	 the	
church	 and	who	 should	
ascend	 to	 the	 throne	 of	Wessex	 upon	 the	 approaching	
death	of	King	Egbert.	
	
In	the	10th	century,	Kingston	would	af irm	its	place	as	a	
royal	 village	 as	 the	 ancient	 Kingdoms	 of	 Wessex	 and	
Mercia	were	combined	to	form	the	Kingdom	of	England	
under	 the	 control	 of	 King	 Athelstan,	 the	 irst	 King	 of	
England.	Kingston	lay	on	the	boundary	between	the	two	
kingdoms	and	was	an	incredibly	symbolic	place,	viewed	
as	starting	point	of	the	Kingdom	of	England.	Many	Sax-
on	 Kings	 would	 be	 coronated	 in	 Kingston	 including:	
Athelstan,	 Edmund,	 Edward	 the	 Martyr	 and	 Æthelred	
the	Unready.	It	is	believed	the	coronations	took	place	in	
the	chapel	of	St.	Mary	which	collapsed	in	1730,	with	the	
only	recovered	artifact	from	Kingston’s	incredible	histo-

ry	 being	 the	 Coronation	 Stone.	 In	 1850	 the	 stone	was	
positioned	in	the	marketplace	before	being	repositioned	
to	 a	more	 digni ied	 place,	 the	 grounds	 of	 the	 guildhall	
with	a	plinth	inscribed	with	the	names	of	the	seven	Sax-
on	Kings	coronated	in	Kingston.	
	
The	Norman	Conquest	in	1066	saw	Kingston	lose	some	
of	 its	 former	 importance	 as	 William	 the	 Conqueror	
moved	the	coronation	location	of	himself	and	descend-
ants	 to	Central	 London.	Despite	 this	Kingston	was	 still	
one	 of	 the	most	 populated	 and	 economically	 powerful	
villages,	 this	 is	 evident	 from	 its	 entry	 in	 the	 1086	
Domesday	 Book	 and	 its	 promotion	 to	 the	 status	 of	 a	

town	 during	 the	 12th	 cen-
tury.	 The	 turn	 of	 the	 fol-
lowing	 century	 saw	many	
charters	 issued	 to	 the	
town	 by	 King	 John	 be-
tween	 1200	 and	 1208	
with	 the	 oldest	 surviving	
being	 the	 1208	 charter	
currently	 housed	 in	 the	
town's	archives.	The	early	

13th	century	also	saw	negotiations	between	the	defeated	
King	Louis	VIII	of	France	and	the	young	King	Henry	III	
and	his	council	 in	Kingston	at	 the	end	of	 the	First	Bar-
ons’	 War,	 furthermore,	 King	 Henry	 would	 also	 meet	
with	his	Barons	in	Kingston	throughout	his	reign	at	im-
portant	political	times	but	would	also	visit	the	town	on	
less	formal	matters.	
	
The	 mid	 13th	 century	 saw	 turmoil	 brew	 in	 England	
which	 erupted	 in	 the	 form	of	 a	 civil	war	 from	1263	 to	
1265.	 Amidst	 the	 chaos,	 Kingston	 was	 repeatedly	
robbed	 and	 burned	 in	 numerous	 arson	 attacks	 which	
left	 the	 town	 severely	 damaged.	 To	 exacerbate	 King-
ston’s	 problems	 it	 was	 also	 hit	 by	many	 loods	 as	 the	
River	 Thames	 burst	 its	 banks	 frequently,	 however,	 by	
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1290	 Kingston	 would	 have	 a	 population	 of	 1,500	 and	
was	thriving	once	again.	It	was	a	busy	inland	port,	essen-
tial	to	trade	to	and	from	London.	The	Thames	served	as	
an	artery	that	provided	London	with	raw	materials	that	
were	 turned	 into	 products	 and	 then	 exported	 to	 boost	
the	economy.	Aside	 from	maritime	time	trade,	Kingston	
had	many	markets	and	annual	fair.	An	annual	fair	was	a	
prestigious	event	granted	by	the	King	where	many	peo-
ple	across	England	gathered	to	participate	in	commerce.	
The	conclusion	of	the	middle	ages	in	Kingston	was	rela-
tively	tranquil	and	uneventful.	
	
The	 early	 renais-
sance	 period	 was	
extremely	 turbulent	
in	 England	 and	
across	 Europe	 with	
the	 Reformation.	
With	 the	 church	
splitting	 across	 the	
continent,	 many	
people	 found	 that	
their	 faith	 disagreed	
with	 the	 beliefs	 of	
the	 church,	or	 its	 teachings.	 Some	of	 these	people	were	
part	of	a	religious	movement	called	Lollardy	and	in	1513,	
under	 orders	 from	King	Henry	VIII,	 a	 Lollard	was	mar-
tyred	 in	 Kingston.	 Seven	 years	 later,	 Cardinal	 Thomas	
Wolsey	 started	 the	 construction	of	Hampton	Court	 Pal-
ace	but	in	the	following	years	he	fell	from	favour	of	King	
Henry	 VIII	 and	 in	 1529	 the	 palace	 was	 seized	 by	 the	
monarch.	Kingston	would	once	again	strengthen	its	royal	
bond	as	King	Henry	VIII	lived	there	for	most	of	his	later	
life.	
	

	

	
Industrialisation	had	a	 large	 effect	 on	Kingston	and	 the	
entire	 borough	 received	 many	 improvements.	 In	 1833	
gas	 lighting	 reached	 the	busy	 streets	of	Kingston,	a	 few	
years	after	they	reached	central	London.	This	was	a	large	
improvement,	but	not	as	grand	and	in luential	as	the	rail-
way	 which	 reached	 Kingston	 in	 1838.	 Not	 only	 did	 it	
make	 trade	 easier	 and	 more	 ef icient,	 it	 also	 brought	
many	 people	 into	 the	 borough	 to	 work,	 increasing	 the	
size	of	 the	 economy	drastically.	By	1893	electricity	had	
reached	 Kingston	 and	 in	 1912	 aircraft	 manufacturing	
began.	For	much	of	the	20th	century,	Kingston	was	a	ma-

jor	 military	 aircraft	 manufac-
turing	 centre	 specialising	 in	
ighter	 aircraft	 –	 irst	 with	 nu-
merous	 well	 established	 com-
panies	 based	 in	 the	 area.	 The	
renowned	 Sopwith	 Camel,	
Hawker	 Fury,	 Hurricane,	
Hunter	 and	 Harrier	 were	 all	
designed	 and	 built	 in	 Kingston	
and	helped	Britain	defend	itself	
from	Nazi	Germany	in	1941.	
	

To	 conclude,	 the	 royal	 borough	 of	 Kingston	 Upon	
Thames	has	 an	 incredible	 1000	 year	 history	 that	 is	 im-
portant	 not	 just	 to	 its	 160,000	 inhabitants	 but	 to	 the	
whole	nation.	The	borough	along	the	Thames	has	a	histo-
ry	 that	shaped	the	country	over	a	millennium;	 from	the	
coronation	 of	 the	 10th	 Century	 Kings,	 to	 the	 imprison-
ment	 of	 Charles	 I	 and	 the	 creation	 of	many	 crucial	 air-
craft	 in	 World	 War	 II.	 Kingston	 has	 had	 an	 incredibly	
signi icant	history	that	has	shaped	the	lives	of	millions	of	
people	across	the	country	

The renowned Sopwith Camel, 
Hawker Fury, Hurricane, Hunter and 
Harrier were all designed and built in 
Kingston and helped Britain defend 
itself  from Nazi Germany in 1941 
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“	Operations	were	commenced	at	one	o’clock	and	consisted	of	an	attack	on	an	ammunition	convoy	
broken	down	at	the	crossroads….the	Sutton	Corps,	
participating	in	the	

main	attack,	advanced	
slowly	under	the	admira-
ble	leadership	of	Sgt	Maj	
S.N.Levitt,	driving	the	op-
position	force	before	
them.”	
	
This	report	in	the	Novem-
ber	1916	edition	of	the	
school	magazine	of	Sutton	
County	School	(the	“Suttonian”)	was	not	describing	a	
First	World	War	battle	from	the	perspective	of	one	of	the	
many	Old	Boys	who	had	gone	to	serve	their	country,	but	
was	a	description	of	the	Surrey	Cadet	Battalion’s	 ield	
day	in	July	held	near	Chilworth.		Perhaps	it	was	the	or-
ganisers’	intention	that	it	should	seek	to	resemble	actual	
ield	manoeuvres	as	closely	as	possible,	for	it	would	cer-
tainly	be	the	fate	of	all	those	taking	part	to	
join	up	and	 ight	in	the	war	that	had	by	
then	been	going	on	for	two	years.		The	very	
existence	of	a	cadet	corps	at	Sutton	County	
School,	as	it	was	then	known,	was	itself	
overt	evidence	of	the	impact	of	war	upon	
what	was	a	small	educational	community	
in	Surrey.			

The	cadet	corps	at	Sutton	County	School	
was	a	top	down	decision.		The	governors	of	
the	school	had	determined	that	there	
should	be	one,	and	that	was	that.		Thus	the	
irst,	brief	announcement	came	in	the	
March	1915	edition	of	the	school’s	maga-
zine,	“The	Suttonian”.		Under	the	“School	
Notes”	which	began	each	edition	for	many	
years,	it	stated	simply	that	“Following	the	
suggestion	of	the	Governors,	a	School	Cadet	
Corps	is	being	formed”,	promising	that	“full	
particulars”	would	be	given	later.	

Old	Boys	were		asked	to	donate	funds	to	
provide	the	boys’	uniform.		With	sixty	re-
cruits	inducted	as	cadets	and	two	teachers	who	had	no	
particular	quali ications	for	the	post	acting	as	its	 irst	
of icers,	the	new	organisation	looked	to	be	little	more	
than	the	school’s	contribution	to	the	“national	cru-
sade”.				But	the	“Great	War”	itself	would	last	a	further	
three	bloody	years,	absorbing	the	lives	of	eighty-one	Sut-
tonians	amongst	the	millions	slaughtered	–	including	the	
same	Sgt	Maj	Levitt	whose	“admirable	leadership”	was	
noted	in	the	report	above.		By	the	time	of	the	war’s	wel-
come	end,	the	cadet	corps	had	become	more	than	a	mere	
training	ground	for	soldiers,	and	would	continue	to	be	a	
part	of	the	school’s	extra-curricular	infrastructure	
through	the	rest	of	the	twentieth	century,	and	into	the	
twenty- irst.	

The	corps	had	had	to	be	recognised	by	the	War	Of ice	
and	held	an	inspection	for	that	purpose	in	the	summer,	
achieving	recognition	on	June	14th.		By	November,	there-
fore,	it	was	a	recognised	organisation	–	the	only	one	of	its	
kind	in	the	district	at	that	point,	as	the	Suttonian	proudly	

reported.		The	two	teachers	who	had	given	their	services	
to	it	–	the	deputy	headmaster	Mr.	Horn	as	the	Of icer	
Commanding	and	Mr.	Fountain	as	his	second	in	com-

mand	–	received	commis-
sions	as,	respectively,	
Captain	and	Lieutenant,	
and	the	now-Lieutenant	
Fountain	had	even	under-
gone	a	month’s	training	
at	Cambridge	during	his	
summer	holidays.		It	
seems	likely,	though,	that	
much	of	the	corps’	impe-
tus	came	from	its	cadets,	

and	especially	the	senior	boys	who	might	be	expecting	to	
eventually	go	and	serve	in	the	real	army	once	they	left	
school.	

The	corps’	organisation	was	in	four	sections,	each	head-
ed	up	by	a	cadet	sergeant	assisted	by	two	lower-level	
SNCOs,	with	a	single	Sergeant-Major	overseeing	the	

whole.		That	 irst	cadet	leader	was	Sydney	Neville	Levitt,	
a	young	man	whose	imprint	is	found	all	over	the	school’s	
activities	in	1915	and	1916,	his	last	two	years	at	the	
school.		He	was,	it	appears,	the	classic	all-rounder.		A	well	
regarded	centre-forward	player	in	the	school’s	First	XI	
football	team	(owing	his	success	to	his	“dash	and	perse-
verance”),	he	also	captained	the	cricket	team,	was	a	
member	of	the	winning	school	swimming	squad,		a	pre-
fect	of	course,	editor	of	the	“Suttonian”	in	1915	and	a	
regular	contributor	to	school	debates	which	
then		formed		a	large	part	of	the	school’s	life.				On	29th.	
September	1918,	having	joined	up	after	leaving	
school,		he	led	a	party	at	Ossis	which	was	trying	to	out-
lank	a	machine-gun.		The	Suttonian	report	continues:	

“He	was	found	next	day	shot	through	the	heart,	far	in	ad-
vance	of	what	was	believed	to	be	the	furthest	point	
reached	in	the	attack,	and	quite	close	to	an	enemy	posi-
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tion.”		A	fellow	of icer	wrote	of	him,	“No	matter	what	the	
danger	of	discomfort	were,	he	always	had	a	smile	and	a	
joke.		The	men	of	his	platoon	would	follow	him	anywhere,	
as	was	proved	on	several	occasions.”			In	his	history	of	the	
school	during	World	War	One,	A.E.Jones	concludes	his	brief	
account	of	Levitt’s	career	with	these	words:	

“…the	premature	snuf ing	out	of	life’s	brief	candle	is	par-
ticularly	tragic	when	the	 lame	seemed	likely	to	have	
burned	with	special	brilliance”.			

Over	the	years	to	come,	Levitt	would	be	by	no	means	the	
only	cadet	who	could	claim	dominance	in	school,	appre-
ciation	as	an	all-rounder	and	a	character	and	aspect	
which	attracted	others	to	them,	but	he	was	perhaps	the	
most	poignant	example	of	his	type.	

What,	though,	did	these	 irst	cadets	do	under	Levitt’s	
leadership?		They	took	a	course	of	musketry	at	the	Baths	
Range,	drilled	with	arms	(using	dummy	ri les	–	like	the	
uniform,	actual	weapons	were	unavailable;	well,	there	

was	a	war	on),	learned	signalling	and	took	on	extended	
order	drill.		They	also	paid	for	the	privilege	of	member-
ship.		While	the	Suttonian	
appeal	called	for	funds	to	
provide	uniform,	the	ca-
dets	themselves	paid	 ive	
shillings	a	term	to	play	
their	part.	

From	its	inception,	it	at-
tracted	only	around	a	
third	of	the	boys	in	the	
school.		In	October	1916,	the	school	debating	society	had	
debated	the	question	“Should	all	boys	over	twelve	be	
compelled	to	join	a	Cadet	Corps?”		It	was	a	hard-fought	
debate,	with	those	present	deciding	against	such	com-
pulsion	by	a	narrow	vote	of	30	to	29	(roughly	a	quarter	
of	the	school	therefore	attending).			

Amongst	the	arguments	made	in	favour	of	compulsory	
membership	were	that	“if	the	boy	did	not	have	to	enter	
the	Army,	his	cadet	training	was	still	of	great	use	to	him	
owing	to	the	discipline	of	the	Corps”,	that	“the	work	was	
quite	interesting	including,	as	it	did,	 ield	days,	musketry	
and	route	marching”,	and	that	“the	Cadet	Corps	training	

appealed	to	a	boy’s	heroic	spirit”.	

Against	were	the	arguments	that	“many	of	
the	of icers	were	unsatisfactory,	being	ei-
ther	incompetent	or	else	of icers	whose	
previous	Army	life	had	developed	in	them	
unsuitable	morals	for	men	who	are	to	be	
connected	with	boys”	and	that	“compulsory	
cadets	would	not	be	very	likely	to	be	
keen”.		One	can’t	help	but	feel	that	amongst	
those	fervent	speakers	against	compulsory	
membership	were	some	who	had	joined	
the	corps	and	found	it	very	much	not	to	
their	liking.	

In	practice,	of	course,	whatever	the	reasons	
for	its	founding,	boys	joined	the	cadet	
corps	less	to	pursue	a	national	war	effort	
and	more	for	the	fun	and	adventure	it	of-
fered	those	of	a	willing	mind.		As	such,	it	
started	in	the	manner	in	which	it	would	
continue	for	over	a	century.		Boys	who	be-
came	cadets	were	part	of	a	tight-knit	or-
ganisation	with	a	high	level	of	esprit	de	

corps,	but	they	were	also	likely	to	be	the	butt	of	good-
natured	jibes	at	being	part	of	such	an	out it,	jibes	which	
boy	scouts	too	had	endured	for	years.		Attitudes	towards	
the	cadet	corps	hardly	served	as	a	general	expression	of	

militarism	versus	
paci ism	within	the	
school.	

The	establishment	
of	a	cadet	corps	in	
this	Surrey	gram-
mar	school	had	
begun	something	

that	would	carry	on	through	the	decades	to	follow,	still	
lourishing	in	the	21st	century	under		the	aegis	of	one	of	
War	Of ice’s	more	lasting	and	positive	legacies		

By Mr Marshall 
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