
Making Changes to Sixth Form Subjects - School Policy 
 
1. At Sutton Grammar School we strongly believe in the value of a broad curriculum in the 

sixth form.  

 

2. This leads to students normally taking four A-level subjects and global perspectives in 

the lower sixth. 

 

3. Most students also complete an extended project at the end of the lower sixth year – 

very flexible – team tasks, research task, creative tasks, relevant work experience, and 

more are all possible.  

 

4. Extra-curricular contributions are valued (CCF, sport, drama, music, writing and editing 

journals and the Suttonian, student support as mentors, Young Enterprise, STEM 

projects).  Some of these can be time consuming for individuals. 

 

5. Students in year 12 must request any TRANSFER TO ANOTHER subject in writing 

(Subject Change Form) by 30th September with all changes confirmed by October half 

term. 

 

6. Students who are considering DROPPING a subject from four to three subjects can do 

so at any time in year 12 and up to the end of the autumn term in year 13 but must 

obtain written approval through the use of the Subject Change Form. Such a request 

must be reasoned and have a plan for the use of the gained time.  After April in year 12 

this can only be done after taking an internal exam, so the requests falls into the scope 

of the decision meeting mentioned below. This ensures that results in all subjects are 

taken into account – to agree the best year 13 programme for the student. In this period 

after internal exams have been taken (and AS maths) a decision to stop a subject will 

normally only be approved after discussions with the form tutor and a formal meeting to 

include some of GM, LMc, HM, SBr, student and parents.  

 

7. Any student taking less than four A-levels will have timetabled supervised study periods 

which will be registered.  

 

8. Students taking further maths as a fourth subject can choose to take either A-level or AS 

level in further maths as an internal decision within the maths department. Dropping 

further maths altogether falls into the procedures of paragraph 6. Doing double maths 

and only one other A-level subject will be discouraged as too narrow a curriculum. 

 

9. More students are now stopping their fourth subject at some time in the upper sixth – but 

many take this decision too late. They apply to UCAS with a four subject load, get their 3 

subject offer and drop the 4th subject. This should become exceptional rather than the 

norm. If a student applies to university with four subjects on his UCAS form they should 

finish all four. 

 

10. Students taking five A-level subjects can request in writing to stop the fifth subject at any 

time up to the end of the autumn term in year 13 and such a request will usually be 

readily accepted. 

 

11. Students accepted onto courses have a right to finish the course if they are attending 

lessons regularly and submitting completed work. Warning letters should be issued 



formally by GM or HM to students with copies to parents when attendance or repeated 

failure to complete work becomes an issue. There should be a first warning and a final 

warning followed by a formal letter of withdrawal from a course. If the number of courses 

taken falls below three the school can implement part time attendance arrangements or 

even recommend the ending of a student’s time at the school.  

 

12. Outside of the date parameters set in this paper, dropping or starting a subject will be 

EXCEPTIONAL.  
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