
                 The General Needs of Gifted Children                (2) 

Gifted and talented children are very different from each other – there 

is no stereotype. Despite this there are a number of general needs in 

terms of provision that are common to the majority of them which are 

well worth bearing in mind. 

 Less practice at tasks.  When gifted children have proved their 

ability to handle a task, technique or method well, they should not 

be asked to do more examples of the same standard. This is de-

motivating, pointless and a waste of their time. 

 Sufficient open-ended material.  Gifted and talented children can 

only display their ability if enough tasks allow responses of 

different sophistication, standard and perception. 

 Less detailed instruction.  In curriculum areas where they are 

strong, gifted and talented children do not need too much 

‘scaffolding’. They are able to succeed without too much initial 

instruction. 

 An appropriate starting point. At the start of a ‘new’ topic, some 

able pupils already have a substantial amount of knowledge and 

understanding. There is no point in spending time on what they 

already know. A gifted child should never be required to go 

backwards. 

 More participation in their own learning. Numerous Ofsted 

inspection reports complain that in many schools there is not 

sufficient pupil participation in their own learning. Gifted and 

talented children, especially, have the insight to plan how work 

could be continued and developed. They need to be given space and 

encouragement to do so. In Scottish documentation this is 

referred to as differentiation by independence or responsibility. 

 Fewer steps than the average.  If it takes six steps for the 

average child to accomplish a task but only three steps for the 

gifted child, why should the gifted child waste his time on the 

three steps he does not need, to comply with everyone else? 

Jumping steps saves time, makes time for other activities and 

prevents frustration. 

 Contact with children of similar ability and talent.  On some 

occasions it is very beneficial for gifted and talented children to 

come together and to ‘fire off each other’. This does not 

necessarily mean setting for all subjects, but it does require some 

opportunities to work with like peers. 

 Abstract tasks.  Many gifted children respond well to more 

abstract tasks. Currently, much of the extra enrichment provision 

reflects this by providing courses based on issues and approaches 

from Philosophy. 

 The opportunity to take risks in an organized way.  Gifted and 

talented children need to feel safe and cared for but they also 

require intellectual challenge. A mistake is not the end of the 

world. Taking risks is part of growing and realizing what the gifted 

and talented child is capable of.   

 


