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SEND Information Report 2019-20 

SENDCO:  Dr Tim Bass  

Contact:  tbass@suttonmail.org  

                Tel: 02086423821 

The Board has appointed a governor who takes special responsibility for SEN/D issues. The governor and SENDCO 

meet regularly as part of the monitoring function of the Board.  

Sutton Grammar School’s contribution to the Sutton Local Offer:  

http://localoffer.sutton.gov.uk/suttonlo/directory_record/44/sutton_grammar_school/category/17/education 

Introduction  

The SEN information report for Sutton Grammar school is part of the Sutton local offer for students with Special 

Educational Needs (SEN). All governing bodies of maintained schools and maintained nursery schools and the 

proprietors of academy schools have a  legal duty to publish information on their website about the implementation 

of the governing body’s or the proprietor’s policy for pupils with SEN.  

Sutton Grammar School aims to meet the Special Educational Needs of pupils in our school as defined in our school’s 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy.  

The SEND Code of Practice (2014) defines SEN as: 

“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational 

provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or 

disability if they:  

a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age: or 

b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders them, from making use of educational facilities of a kind 

generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions” 

 

If a learner is identified as having SEN, we will provide provision that is ‘additional to or different from’ the normal 

differentiated curriculum, intending to remove barriers to their learning.  

Our SEN profile for 2018-19 shows we had 66 children receiving some form of SEN support and 7 students who have 

Statements of Special Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care plans.  This accounts for a combined total of 

7.7% of the school roll, below the national average of 14.6%. 

In accordance with the SEND Code of Practice (2014) Children and young people’s SEN are thought of in the 

following broad areas of need and support: 

-Communication and interaction 

mailto:tbass@suttonmail.org
http://localoffer.sutton.gov.uk/suttonlo/directory_record/44/sutton_grammar_school/category/17/education
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In 2018-19, there were 5 pupils with a statement of special educational needs or an Education, Health and Care plan 

and 17 pupils with SEN support whose primary need is communication and interaction, including Speech, Language 

and Communication Needs (SLCN) and Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD).  This accounts for 30.1% of the total SEN 

register.  

Provision for pupils with communication and interaction needs includes Speech and Language Therapy (SLT) and 

delivery of SLT packages as advised by a Speech and Language Therapist, along with in-house provision of social skills 

training and social mentoring. 

-Cognition and learning 

In 2018-19, there were 26 pupils with SEN support whose primary area of need is in Cognition and Learning (Specific 

learning difficulties, SPLD). This accounts for 35.6% of the total SEN register.  

Provision for pupils with needs in cognition and learning includes differentiation of materials and equipment 

including electronic aids for dyspraxia and coloured overlays, reading guides and writing materials for dyslexia.  

Individual support has also been provided, where appropriate. 

-Social, emotional and mental health 

In 2018-19, there were 5 pupils with SEN support whose primary needs concern social, emotional and mental health, 

including anxiety, depression and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD).  This accounts for 6.8% of the SEN register.  

Provision for pupils for whom social, emotional and mental health is an area of need includes access to mentor 

support, access to the school counsellor, arrangement for provision by external agencies, referrals to CAMHS and 

medical tuition services.  

-Sensory and/ or physical needs 

In 2018-19, there were 2 pupils with an Education, Health and Care plan and 18 students with SEN support with 

sensory and physical needs including visual and hearing impairments and motor control issues. This accounts for 

27.4% of the SEN register. 

Provision for these pupils is by the use of differentiated practical activities, advice and training for staff from sensory 

impairment services, differentiation and modification of materials in order to facilitate access to the curriculum and 

provision of sensory aids including electronic equipment. 

Identifying SEN and monitoring provision at Sutton Grammar School 

We have internal processes for monitoring quality of provision and assessment of needs. These include: 
- Ongoing monitoring by subject teachers and pastoral staff, along with the tracking and reporting of progress 

with record cards published in November, January and March informs the setting of short-term targets and 
the review of progress at Parents’ Evening.  Annual reports are published for students in years 7 to 10 in July 
and for students in years 11 and 13 in February.  Short, written reports are published for pupils in year 12 
half-termly 

- Where a pupil is not making above expected progress in one or more subject areas, there may be additional 
contact between the school and home. 

- Reviewing progress and support for students with additional support needs. The frequency and nature of 
these reviews will be decided, as appropriate for the needs of the student.  

- Documenting additional support made available to pupils with SEN in their IPM (individual provision map). 
These are evaluated regularly in conjunction with classroom teachers, Heads of Year and SENDCO 

- Discussions with key staff, parents/carers and the pupil may lead to support from external providers being 
sought for children continuing to experience significant difficulty. 
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For some learners we may seek advice from specialist teams and the school works with a number of external 

agencies, including: 

 Autism Spectrum Disorder Service 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 

 Educational Psychology Service 

 Jigsaw4U and other voluntary services 

 MASH (Multi Agency Support Hub) 

 Occupational Therapy 

 School counsellor 

 School Nurse 

 Sensory Impairment Service 

 Social Care 

 Special Educational Needs Team 

 Speech, Language & Communication Service 

 Assessment for exam access arrangements 

 

Supporting Learners with SEN at Sutton Grammar School 

Every teacher is required to adapt the curriculum to ensure access to learning for all children in their class (Teachers’ 

Standards 2011, Department for Education).  At Sutton Grammar School, teachers’ planning for lessons is based 

around prior attainment of individuals and groups within the class, including individual pupils with SEN.  Grouping 

arrangements are carefully coordinated to maximise learning opportunities. Additional adult support may be used to 

help groups or individuals in group tasks and with private study, aiming to facilitate inclusion and promote 

independence. We differentiate the curriculum to support students with special educational needs and a lighter 

programme with fewer GCSE subjects can be employed in exceptional circumstances.  

Information about each pupil with SEN is held on the SEN register.  The SEN register is accessible to all staff and is 

updated regularly with personalised differentiation and guidance strategies provided.  The register is amended by 

the SENDCO on an ongoing basis, after consultation with the pastoral team. We also keep a list of students of 

concern for pupils who do not meet the threshold for SEN support, but who we feel may require enhanced 

monitoring and guidance. 

In accordance with the 2014 SEND Code of Practice, pupils with SEN may have objectives set for them that are 

‘additional to’ or ‘different from’ those normally provided as part of the differentiated curriculum.  This may lead to 

teachers anticipating and encouraging different and personalised outcomes from learners working with the same 

lesson content.  

Some pupils may also meet regularly with a member of teaching staff to review academic progress and the findings 

from these meetings are used to provide additional guidance to teaching staff to help the pupils in accessing the 

curriculum.  

Tests and Examinations: Access Arrangements   

We follow the JCQ (Joint Council Qualification) criteria in screening for special arrangements for examinations. 

Certain access arrangements can be made only after specialist assessment. These then must be made part of the 

normal classroom practice for the student in the subject in which the access arrangements for examinations are to 

be applied.  Examples of the access arrangements currently being made include:  
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-Use of Word processors 

-Large print examination papers 

-Coloured exam papers 

-Extra Time  

-Rest breaks 

-Quiet exam room 

Access to Premises and Facilities 

There are no students in the school whose disability would prevent their access to any learning environment within 

the school. Sutton Grammar fulfils all duties under the Equality Act 2010, and strives to continue to improve the 

physical environment of the school for the purpose of increasing the extent to which disabled pupils are able to take 

advantage for education and benefits facilities or services provided. (Schedule 10, Equality Act, 2010). 

The school buildings are of varied ages and there is currently no lift access to the science laboratories. Once a 

student has been offered a place at our school, an access plan for students with disabilities will be completed so that 

reasonable adjustments can be made to enable the student to participate fully in school life. 

Social and Emotional Support 

There is a strong ethos of pastoral care in our school and form tutors are the first point of contact. The House system 

(five houses) is very active in encouraging competition and team spirit. Students will remain in their form and house 

from year 7 to year 11. Older boys in the same house provide some support, as prefects, and when students in year 

12 are attached to a lower school form. 

Some students may be allocated a sixth form mentor, who will help with general school issues and can also provide 

social and emotional support. Some students may be supported with social skills training in small groups, led by 

experienced teachers with expertise in special needs education. There is access to specialist support, e.g. from 

CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) in areas such as anxiety and behaviour and there is access to 

support, e.g. from Cognus Speech Language and Communication Needs Service and the school’s ELSA for speech, 

language and Communication needs.  

The school is a safe place at break and lunch times, with members of staff on duty in all parts of the school during 

these times. Senior members of staff are also visible before school to provide a clear point of contact. The school 

provides an extensive extra-curricular programme, including activities at lunch and after school. These are inclusive 

of many students including those with SEN.  

Bullying  

The comprehensive school policy concerning bullying and harassment can be found on the school website. National 

evidence suggests that SEN students are more likely to experience bullying than their peers and so there are 

additional monitoring strategies in place. (‘Bullying involving children with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities’, Council for Disabled Children and Young Voice, in partnership with Anti-Bullying Alliance, endorsed by 

Department for Education) 

Transition 
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Students joining our school who have special educational needs will have careful transition arrangements. These 

may be decided after consultation with the previous school, parents/carers, the pupil and key staff at our school. A 

transition meeting may be necessary, along with visits to the previous school and observations of the student in that 

setting. This year we welcomed a number of children and young people with special educational needs or disabilities 

The majority of students at our school go on to study for undergraduate degrees at higher education institutions 

such as universities. Support for students who are making this transition is available and information can be provided 

to the university to enable the continuation of support. 

Students moving between year groups and key stages will have support from the pastoral team in the school. Where 

a change of form tutor occurs, there is a continuation of support and the transfer of key information occurs in a 

meeting between the existing and the next tutor. This year we have helped support students transition to our school 

and between key stages. Here support was provided, in a variety of ways, to create a sustained and progressive 

approach to increasing independence. 

Staff development  

All new staff and trainee teachers are fully briefed on SEN policies, programmes and procedures, as part of their 
induction. The SENDCO is responsible for the delivery of an on-going programme of INSET.  
This year we have had whole school INSET training provided by LA experts including training delivered by the 
Sensory Impairment Services.  
Discussions on concerns and strategies for SEND pupils are on the agenda for LSA regular meetings and a wide range 
of resources are available to all members of staff concerning specific SEN strategies. 
LSAs receive in-house INSET annually on SEND and LA experts deliver a programme of support when needed to 
address current issues. This has included support from the ASD service and training by Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs Service.  
 

Complaints 

Our complaints procedure can be found on our website  

Relevant school policies underpinning this SEN information include: 

Sutton Grammar Local Offer 

Sutton Grammar Bullying and Harassment Policy 

Sutton Grammar Complaints Procedure Policy 

Legislative Acts taken into account when compiling this report include: 

SEN Code of Practice 2014 

Equality Act 2010 

Teacher Standards 2012 

Bullying involving children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, Council for Disabled children and Young 

Voice, in partnership with Anti-Bullying Alliance, endorsed by Department for Education) 


