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Editorial 
Welcome	 to	 the	 13th	issue	 of	 Retrospect,	 which	 focuses	 on	

Women	in	History.	

	

Gender	 issues	 have	 been	 prominent	 in	 the	 news	 over	 the	

past	 few	 months—with	 the	 #Metoo	 and	 Times	 Up	 move-

ments	tackling	the	sexual	harassment	that	too	many	wom-

en	have	experienced	in	the	workplace,	and	the	requirement	

for	companies	to	release	their	data	on	the	gender	pay	gap	

highlighting	 that	 women	 are	 still	 chronically	 underpaid.	

Considering	 that	 March	 is	 ’Women’s	 History	 Month’	 and	

with	 the	 addition	 of	 a	 number	 of	 new	 girls	 into	 the	 sixth	

form	 for	 the	 4irst	 time	 in	 Sutton	 Grammar	 School	 history,	

we	thought	 it	was	only	 4itting	 to	celebrate	and	honour	 the	

interesting,	innovative	and	ingenious	women	in	our	world’s	

history.	Along	with	a	new	topic,	we	have	new	writers	in	the	

form	of	some	of	the	female	historians	in	the	sixth	form,	as	

well	as	other	brilliant	articles	from	up	and	down	the	school.	

	

So	sit	back,	relax	and	enjoy	this	edition	of	Retrospect,	 fea-

turing	 female	 characters	 and	 events	 in	 history,	 including	

Florence	Nightingale	and	the	Salem	Witch	Trials	as	well	as	

some	less	familiar	examples	such	as	Benazir	Bhutto	and	the	

Women	of	Lowell.	This	 issue	also	 includes	an	extract	 from	

our	 interview	with	 the	historian	 Jessie	Childs.	To	 listen	 to	

the	rest	of	this	interview,	and	many	others,	you	can	4ind	our	

accompanying	podcast	on	the	school	website.	

	

Happy	reading!	
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Women in History 

I 
	write	 this	 article	 four	days	 into	 ‘Women’s	History	

Month,’	 a	 phenomenon	 I	 only	 discovered	 through	

research	for	this	piece.	 I	am	torn	over	the	value	of	

this	moniker	–	should	I	as	a	woman	be	pleased	that	

there	 is	a	dedicated	month	of	 focus	on	women’s	stories,	

or	be	frustrated	that	our	stories	are	relegated	to	a	month	

when	 ideally	 women’s	 history	 would	 be	 included	 in	

mainstream	 history	 every	 month?	 I	 really	 don’t	 know.	

There	 is	 a	 concerning	 trend	 in	written	 history-	women	

have	always	been	50%	of	the	population,	but	only	occu-

py	around	0.5%	of	recorded	history.	I	suspect	that	if	we	

were	 to	 investigate	 this	 trend	 for	women	of	 colour,	 the	

percentage	would	be	signi'icantly	and	disproportionate-

ly	 lower.	 In	 addition,	 history	 is	 predominantly	 being	

written	by	men	–	in	2016,	of	the	614	history	books	pub-

lished	in	the	USA,	75.8%	were	written	by	men.	In	the	UK	

the	trend	is	just	as	pronounced	–	of	the	top	50	bestselling	

history	books,	only	four	were	written	by	solo	female	au-

thors.	

		

So	to	what	can	we	attribute	this	trend	and	how	do	we	go	

about	redressing	the	balance?	

		

To	understand	the	origin	of	 this	 trend,	we	can	begin	by	

suggesting	 that	 perhaps	 women	 simply	 have	 not	 done	

enough	 to	 deserve	 an	 equal	 place	 in	 the	 history	 books.	

This	was	 addressed	 in	 a	 session	 of	Mr.	Marshall’s	 sixth	

form	history	discussion	group	and	a	student	commented	

that	 perhaps	 it	 was	 ‘because	 women	 had	 not	 done	 as	

many	important	things.’	This	is	not	a	lone	view-	a	survey	

commissioned	by	English	Heritage	 for	Women’s	History	

Month	 (March	 2016)	 discovered	 that	 40%	 of	 people	

thought	 that	women	did	not	 impact	history	 as	much	 as	

men.	This	is	a	complicated	issue,	and	a	conclusion	that	I	

am	 not	 comfortable	 drawing.	 It	 demonstrates	 an	 issue	

with	the	value	we	place	on	the	traditional	role	of	women,	

the	domestic	sphere	which	has	until	very	recently	been	

seen	as	solely	belonging	to	women.	Firstly,	it	is	necessary	

to	 recognize	 that	 this	 sphere	 has	 inherent	 value,	 im-

portance	and	deserves	to	spark	our	interest	in	the	same	

way	 that	military	history	does	or	political	 history.	Why	

do	we	value	the	experiences	of	men	in	the	Roman	army,	

for	 example,	 over	 the	 experiences	 of	women	 living	 in	 a	

Roman	 colony?	 That	we	don’t	 says,	 I	 think,	more	 about	

our	unconscious	gender	bias	than	the	actual	importance	

of	this	history.	 	Many	of	these	spheres	had	great	signi'i-

cance	 in	 the	 development	 of	 the	 political	 world	 –	 this	

‘private	world’	allowed	discussion	of	new	political	ideas,	

and	many	women	were	closely	placed	to	the	more	prom-

inent	 power	 players	 and	 could	 have	 great	 in'luence	 on	

them,	as	well	as	their	own	continued	in'luence	on	devel-

oping	social	culture.	 Instead,	military	history	dominates	

written	 history	 and	 again	 exists	 as	 a	 male-dominated	

discipline	 –	 in	 2014	 all	 the	 top	 10	 best	 selling	military	

titles	were	written	by	men.	 It	seems	 to	be	 the	case	 that	

men	 are	 supposed	 to	write	 about	 great	men,	wars	 and	

expansive	world	 views.	Women	are	 simply	 relegated	 to	

just	writing	about	women,	and	this	history	is	seen	inher-

ently	as	less	valuable.	There	is	a	clear	need	for	the	disci-

pline	 to	 recognise	 those	 inherent	 biases	 and	 confront	

them	 –	 for	 the	 existing	 discipline	 to	 be	 more	 inclusive	

and	 for	us	as	 teachers	 to	promote	 the	 idea	 that	 there	 is	

no	preferred	type	of	history	for	a	speci'ic	gender,	as	well	

as	ensuring	 that	we	are	not	 just	 telling	men’s	 stories	 to	

further	the	stereotype	that	they	are	somehow	of	greater	

value.	

		

Historian	Dr	Bettany	Hughes	asserts	 that	the	reason	 for	

the	 greater	 value	 that	 is	 placed	 on	male	 history	 comes	

from	the	origins	of	our	civilization.	She	posits	that	in	pre-

historic	 settlements,	 archaeological	 evidence	 shows	

woman	having	an	equal,	if	not	larger,	portion	of	the	cul-

tural	landscape	–	90%	of	'igurines	dating	from	40,000BC	

to	5,000BC	are	of	women.	She	argues	 that	 the	shift	 to	a	

militarized	society,	due	to	the	desire	of	these	settlements	

to	grow	and	defend	themselves,	placed	greater	value	on	

physical	 strength	 which	 shifted	 the	 balance	 of	 gender	

power.	Her	argument	is	that	this	status	quo	has	unneces-

sarily	persisted,	meaning	that	the	work	of	men	has	con-

tinued	 to	have	 greater	 value	placed	upon	 it,	 and	 conse-

quently	 written	 history	 has	 continued	 to	 favour	 male	

stories	over	female.	But	this	focus	on	physical	prowess	as	

a	 measure	 of	 power	 and	 worth	 ought	 to	 have	 shifted	

By Miss Wain  

Dr	Bettany	Hughes	
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thousands	of	years	ago	–	the	famous	Roman	consul	Cice-

ro	 gained	 his	 dignitas	 (societal	 value)	 not	 through	 his	

military	achievements	in	the	manner	of	Julius	Caesar,	but	

through	his	legendary	skill	as	an	orator.	This	should	have	

redressed	the	balance	of	power	as	women’s	skill	 in	 this	

area	is	comfortably	proven	-	Elizabeth	I,	Michelle	Obama,	

Sojourner	Truth	to	name	a	few	examples	of	outstanding	

female	orators.	But	instead	Professor	Mary	Beard,	in	her	

work	 ‘Women	&	 Power’	 highlights	 several	 cases	where	

the	 voice	 and	 agency	 of	women	 is	 continually	 excluded	

from	 public	 in	 Ancient	 Rome.	 And	 as	 Beard	 astutely	

points	out,	even	when	women	are	credited	for	their	ora-

tion,	 it	 is	 largely	 when	 they	 speak	 about	 women’s	 sec-

tional	interests,	not	the	wider	issues	that	males	are	ven-

erated	 for	 –	 she	 references	 the	 ‘Hundred	 Greatest	

Speeches’	 where	 the	 female	 orators	 included	 are	 Em-

meline	 Pankhurst	 on	women’s	

suffrage	 and	 Hillary	 Clinton’s	

address	 to	 the	 UN	 conference	

on	women.	

		

Perhaps	the	issue	is	not	that	there	are	not	women’s	sto-

ries	 to	 tell,	 but	more	 that	 we	 are	 just	 not	 interested	 in	

hearing	 them.	 The	 prominent	 Tudor	 historian	 David	

Starkey	 showed	 this	prejudice	when	excoriating	 the	 fo-

cus	 on	 Henry’s	 VIII’s	 wives,	 over	 the	 monarch	 himself.	

Starkey	 said:	 "One	 of	 the	 great	 problems	 has	 been	 that	

Henry,	in	a	sense,	has	been	absorbed	by	his	wives.	Which	

is	bizarre.	But	it's	what	you	expect	from	feminised	histo-

ry,	the	fact	that	so	many	of	the	writers	who	write	about	

this	are	women	and	so	much	of	their	audience	is	a	female	

audience.	We're	trying	 to	say,	 'Hang	on	a	minute,	Henry	

is	centre	stage.’	This	is	Henry	–	wives	complicate	the	sto-

ry	of	Henry."	This	furthering	of	the	stereotype	of	women	

doing	social	history	and	men	doing	military	and	political	

history	is	so	disappointing	from	such	a	prominent	histo-

rian.	Starkey	has	bene'ited	greatly	from	the	wider	oppor-

tunities	 afforded	 to	 him	 as	 a	white	male	 historian,	 and	

does	little	to	acknowledge	his	privilege,	instead	choosing	

to	 diminish	 both	 women’s	 history	 and	 the	 work	 of	 his	

female	equivalents.	

		

Challenging	 these	 stereotypes	 and	 rethinking	 how	 we	

approach	 gendered	 history	 is	 dif'icult.	 But	 the	 future	

looks	positive.	The	rise	of	 truly	excellent	 female	histori-

ans	 who	 are	 selling	 large	 quantities	 of	 history	 books	

shows	that	 the	 'ield	 is	changing	and	becoming	more	 in-

clusive.	Writers	such	as	Mary	Beard,	Jessie	Childs,	Alison	

Weir,	 Juliet	 Barker	 and	 Suzannah	 Lipscomb	 are	 re-

nowned	historians	and	not	just	for	writing	women’s	his-

tory.	Childs’s	most	prominent	work	focuses	on	the	life	of	

Henry	 Howard,	 Earl	 of	 Surrey,	 and	 Beard’s	 ‘SPQR’	 is	 a	

broad	political,	social	and	military	study	of	the	rise	of	the	

Roman	 Empire.	 Both	 buck	 the	

trend	 of	 women	writing	wom-

en’s	 history	 and	 these	 female	

historians	 are	 trailblazers	 who	

open	 the	 door	 to	 the	 idea	 that	 female	 historians	 can	

write	about	any	aspect	of	history	they	want	to.	Moreover,	

historians	such	as	Antonia	Fraser	showcase	the	rich	lives	

of	women	and	shine	a	light	on	their	stories.	

		

As	a	female	history	teacher	I	relish	the	exploration	of	the	

theme	 of	 ‘Women	 in	 History,’	 carefully	 chosen	 by	 my	

sixth	 form	editing	 team.	The	history	 I	 teach	 is	predomi-

nantly	 male	 focused,	 and	 while	 I	 get	 great	 enjoyment	

from	 this	 and	 'ind	 it	 highly	 fascinating,	 there	 is	 some-

thing	 extra	 special	 for	 me	 about	 the	 historical	 women	

that	occasionally	appear	in	my	lessons.	Fundamentally,	I	

urge	all	our	male	readers	to	read	some	women’s	history.	

I	enjoy	male	written	and	male	focused	history	very	much	

–	what	reason	is	there	to	suppose	that	men	won’t	feel	the	

same	 way	 about	 women’s	 history,	 if	 they	 give	 it	 a	

chance?	

Hilary	Clinton	addressing	the	UN	at	the	United	Nations	4th	World	Conference	on	Women	in	Beijing,	China	

the field is changing and becoming 

more inclusive 



E 
leanor	 Roosevelt,	 labelled	 the	 ‘World’s	 Most	

Admired	Woman’	and	‘First	Lady	of	the	World’,	

was	by	far	one	of	the	most	loved,	respected	and	

active	First	Ladies.	Mrs	Roosevelt	was	First	La-

dy	 for	12	years	while	her	husband,	Franklin,	was	Presi-

dent	of	 the	United	States	of	America.	Often,	First	Ladies	

do	not	have	of'icial	responsibilities,	but	most	take	it	up-

on	themselves	to	'ight	and	campaign	for	something	they	

are	 passionate	 about.	 Michelle	 Obama	 has	 campaigned	

vigorously	 for	 women's	 rights	 and	 education	 for	 girls,	

while	Rosalynn	Carter	was	an	advocate	for	mental	health	

issues.	

Born	 in	 1884,	 Eleanor	 Roosevelt	 had	 a	 very	 troubled	

childhood.	She	lost	both	her	parents	by	the	age	of	ten	and	

at	 15	 her	 grandmother	 sent	 her	 off	 to	 boarding	 school.	

However,	the	headmistress	of	her	boarding	school	took	a	

special	 interest	 in	 the	young	Miss	Roosevelt	 and	by	 the	

time	she	graduated,	Eleanor	was	a	different	person.	She	

had	 not	 only	 learnt	 many	 important	 lessons	 about	 life	

but	had	also	developed	a	strong	self-con'idence.	

In	 1905,	 Eleanor	 Roosevelt	married	 her	 distant	 cousin,	

Franklin	 Roosevelt,	 and	 was	 walked	 down	 the	 aisle	 by	

Theodore	Roosevelt,	her	uncle	and	President	of	the	Unit-

ed	 States	 at	 the	 time.	 The	 couple	 had	 six	 children	 and	

Eleanor	kept	busy	running	the	household	and	caring	for	

the	children.	Franklin	had	meanwhile	become	a	very	fa-

mous	 and	 respected	politician	whose	dream	was	 to	be-

come	president.	One	summer,	Franklin	became	very	sick	

with	polio	and	very	nearly	died.	Unfortunately,	he	would	

never	walk	again	but	was	as	keen	as	ever	to	stay	in	poli-

tics.	Eleanor,	to	aid	her	husband’s	cause	to	become	presi-

dent,	 joined	 many	 organisations	 and	 became	 involved	

with	 improving	 the	 quality	 of	 life	 of	 the	 poor.	 On	 4th	

March	 1933,	 Franklin	 D.	 Roosevelt	 was	 inaugurated	 as	

President	of	the	United	States	of	America,	much	to	Elea-

nor’s	delight.	A	First	Lady	was	only	expected	to	host	par-

ties	and	 entertain	political	 leaders	and	 foreign	heads	of	

state	or	dignitaries.	Eleanor	wanted	to	do	more	than	this.	

She	 wanted	 to	 be	 remembered	 for	 something	 great,	

make	her	mark	 and	 change	what	 it	meant	 to	 be	 a	 First	

Lady.	

Right	from	the	start,	Eleanor	Roosevelt	made	a	difference	

not	only	across	the	United	States	but	the	whole	world.	By	

the	 end	 of	 her	 husband’s	 time	 in	 the	White	 House,	 she	

had	become	the	object	of	universal	respect	and	she	was	

so	 well	 admired	 that	 when	 she	 entered	 the	 hall	 of	 the	

United	Nations,	representatives	from	all	countries	stood	

up	to	honour	her.	So	what	did	Mrs	Roosevelt	do	that	was	

so	 great	 that	 every	 leader	 respected	 and	 admired	 her?	

What	did	she	do	that	gave	her	a	special	place	in	so	many	

people’s	hearts	across	the	world?	

Even	before	coming	to	the	White	House,	Eleanor	Roose-

velt	was	 involved	 in	 human	 rights	 and	 social	 justice	 is-

sues.	She	aided	causes	supporting	women’s	rights,	equal-

ity	 for	 African-Americans	 and	 was	 constantly	 bringing	

inspiration	and	awareness	 to	a	range	of	other	 issues.	 In	

1946,	Roosevelt	was	appointed	as	a	delegate	to	the	Unit-

ed	Nations	by	the	then	President,	Harry	Truman.	She	was	

then	made	Head	of	the	Human	Rights	Commission	and	is	

now	 remembered	 most	 famously	 for	 all	 the	 work	 and	

effort	 she	put	 into	 creating	 the	Universal	Declaration	of	

Human	 Rights	 and	 submitting	 it	 to	 the	 UN	 General	 As-

sembly.	“We	stand	today	at	the	threshold	of	a	great	event	

both	 in	 the	 life	 of	 the	 United	Nations	 and	 in	 the	 life	 of	

mankind.	This	declaration	may	well	become	the	interna-

tional	 Magna	 Carta	 for	 all	 men	 everywhere,”	 Roosevelt	

declared	when	she	'irst	submitted	the	Declaration.	

From	 that	 point	 on,	 because	 of	 Eleanor	 Roosevelt’s	 ef-

forts,	thousands	and	maybe	even	hundreds	of	thousands	

have	bene'ited	and	 escaped	 the	 torture,	 the	violence	or	

the	abuse	 that	 they	may	otherwise	have	been	dealt	had	

this	Declaration	never	been	signed.	At	the	time,	56	peo-

ple	across	the	UN	board	voted	for	the	UDHR	to	become	a	

globally	respected	document	that	everyone	is	subject	to.	

They	 agreed	 that	 all	 governments	must	 abide	 by	 it	 and	

under	no	circumstances	break	any	of	the	rights	on	it.	

Now,	in	the	21st	Century,	human	rights	mean	a	lot	more	

than	they	did	500,	200	and	even	100	years	ago.	People	go	

rallying,	hold	protests	and	publicly	speak	out	whenever	a	

human	 right	 is	 broken	 by	 a	 government.	 The	 whole	

world	now	makes	sure	 that	people	 respect	 the	Declara-

tion	 created	by	 a	woman	with	 a	dream,	Eleanor	Roose-

velt		

Retrospect	
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Eleanor Roosevelt  

By Columbus Mais-Harding, Year 8  

Leading the Way 

“Do	what	you	feel	in	your	heart	to	be	right—for	you’ll	

be	criticized	anyway.	You’ll	be	damned	if	you	do,	and	

damned	if	you	don’t.”	—Eleanor	Roosevelt 
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I 
n	US	 society	where	 racial	 segregation	was	 promi-

nent,	being	of	African	descent	was	very	dif'icult,	let	

alone	being	 a	woman	as	well.	A	 somewhat	under-

stated	historical	'igure,	Katherine	Johnson	is	a	bril-

liant	woman	with	 fantastic	mathematical	capability.	 She	

was	 a	 vital	 part	 of	 the	 US	 campaign	 in	 the	 Space	 Race	

which,	 along	 with	 the	 Nuclear	 Arms	 Race,	 was	 a	 key	

struggle	 in	the	 ideological	con'lict	between	the	USA	and	

the	USSR	in	the	decades	long	Cold	War.		

Born	 in	1918,	Kathe-

rine	 Johnson	 had	 an	

innate	 skill	 with	

numbers	 and	 was	

studying	 at	 the	 high	

school	 on	 the	 West	

Virginia	 State	 cam-

pus	at	the	age	of	just	thirteen.	After	enrolling	in	the	col-

lege	at	eighteen,	she	quickly	mastered	the	maths	curricu-

lum	 at	 the	 school	 and	 eventually	 graduated	 with	 the	

highest	honours	 in	1937,	proceeding	 to	 teach	at	a	black	

public	school	 in	Virginia.	After	 taking	 the	 teaching	posi-

tion,	 she	was	 selected	 to	be	one	of	 three	 students	 to	be	

integrated	into	West	Virginia	State	University,	the	state’s	

'lagship	 school.	 This	 highlighted	 her	 brilliance	 in	 this	

'ield	but	also	marked	the	'irst	time	she	was	involved	in	a	

revolutionised	society.	After	having	attempted	the	gradu-

ate	maths	programme	for	a	year,	Johnson	left	the	univer-

sity	to	start	a	family	with	her	husband	and	subsequently	

started	teaching	again	after	having	three	daughters.		

	

It	was	in	1953	that	she	was	employed	by	NACA	(National	

Advisory	Committee	for	Aeronautics).	She	joined	the	seg-

regated	West	Area	Computing	Section	of	the	Langley	La-

boratory,	and	what	she	thought	to	be	a	temporary	posi-

tion	soon	became	a	permanent	one,	as	she	spent	the	next	

four	 years	 of	 her	 career	 analysing	 the	 data	 from	 'light	

tests.	 This	 laid	 the	 foundation	 for	 future	 endeavours	 in	

the	 space	 programme.	However	 in	December	1956,	 she	

was	placed	with	 the	added	responsibility	of	being	a	sin-

gle	mother	of	three	after	tragically	losing	her	husband	to	

cancer.	Despite	this,	it	evidently	did	not	affect	her	career	

but	 went	 on	 to	 elucidate	 the	 strength	 of	 her	 character.	

	

It	was	on	4th	October	1957	when	 Johnson’s	 life	changed	

dramatically.	Following	America’s	failed	Bay	of	Pigs	inva-

sion,	 the	USSR	 launched	 the	 satellite	 ‘Sputnik	 I’,	 becom-

ing	 the	 'irst	nation	 to	do	so.	This	 tilted	 the	 see	 saw	 the	

Cold	War	was	balancing	on	in	favour	of	the	USSR,	which	

put	 even	more	 added	pressure	on	Eisenhower’s	 admin-

istration	to	outdo	the	Soviets	in	outer	space.	It	is	due	to	

the	US	 response	 to	 this	 that	 Johnson	 did	 the	work	 that	

she	was	most	well	known	for.	

She	worked	on	a	document	called	‘Notes	on	Space	Tech-

nology’	which	was	written	and	used	by	engineers	in	the	

PARD	(Pilotless	Aircraft	Research	Division)	of	NACA	and	

it	was	engineers	from	these	groups	who	made	the	back-

bone	 of	 the	 Space	

Task	 Group;	 their	

main	aim	was	to	put	a	

man	in	outer	space.	It	

was	here	in	1958	that	

NACA	 became	 NASA,	

which	 not	 only	

marked	a	new	age	for	human	technology	and	exploration	

into	 space,	 but	 also	 highlighted	 a	 changing,	 racially-

integrated	society.	It	meant	that	Johnson	was	'inally	on	a	

level	playing	'ield	and	was	able	to	showcase	her	abilities;	

much	success	followed.	

She	 did	 the	 trajectory	 analysis	 for	 Alan	 Shepard’s	 1961	

Katherine Johnson 
By Hari Kandiah, Year 11  

after enrolling in the college at eighteen, she 

quickly mastered the maths curriculum at the 

school and eventually graduated with the highest 

honours in 1937 

Johnson	working	at	NASA	in	1966	
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mission	‘Freedom	7’;	America’s	'irst	human	space	'light,	

but	still	23	days	behind	the	USSR	who	put	Yuri	Gagarin	

into	orbit	on	12th	April	1961.	Despite	the	mission	being	

a	success	it	did	not	ease	the	pressure	on	the	US	or	John-

son	and	her	team	as	they	continued	to	strive	for	greater	

achievements	 in	 outer	 space.	 The	 next	 highlight	 of	 her	

career	seems	perhaps	trivial	but	is	in	fact	signi'icant.	She	

co-authored	 a	 report	

laying	 out	 the	 equa-

tion	for	orbital	space-

'light	with	a	speci'ied	

landing	 position.	 It	

was	 the	 'irst	 time	 in	

the	Flight	Research	Division’s	history	that	a	woman	had	

received	credit	as	the	author	of	a	research	report,	again	

highlighting	the	changes	she	was	making	in	not	only	her	

'ield,	but	society	as	well.	

It	 was	 during	 the	 preparation	 for	 the	 launch	 of	 John	

Glenn’s	‘Friendship	7’	mission	that	Johnson	would	do	the	

work	 that	 she	 would	 become	 most	 renowned	 for.	 The	

orbital	 'light	was	extremely	complex,	so	much	so	 that	a	

worldwide	 communication	 network	 had	 to	 be	 set	 up	

which	 linked	 tracking	stations	 in	Washington	D.C.,	Cape	

Canaveral	 and	 Bermuda.	 The	 computers	 had	 been	 pro-

grammed	using	the	equation	that	Johnson	had	previous-

ly	developed,	but	on	the	day	of	the	launch,	discrepancies	

arose	 in	 the	 calculations	 the	 computers	 had	 made	 re-

garding	 the	 landing	 coordinates	 of	 the	 shuttle.	 John	

Glenn,	the	astronaut	for	the	mission,	was	wary	of	putting	

his	life	in	the	hands	of	the	computer	so	decided	to	place	

his	 faith	with	 Johnson	 instead.	 She	 did	 the	 calculations	

manually	by	hand	in	a	great	show	of	mathematical	prow-

ess	 which	 led	 to	 the	 mission’s	 success.	 This	 marked	 a	

turning	point	 in	 the	 Space	Race	 as	 it	 allowed	 the	US	 to	

pull	 even	 with	 the	 Soviets;	 both	 nations	 had	 now	 sent	

man	into	space.	This	success	in	the	Space	Race	impacted	

future	confrontations	in	the	Cold	War	with	both	nations	

building	 on	 their	

work	 to	 progress	 in	

the	 Nuclear	 Arms	

Race.		

	

Following	 this	 suc-

cess,	Johnson	went	on	to	work	on	further	space	missions,	

working	on	the	orbital	trajectories	for	the	Apollo	11	and	

Space	Shuttle	missions.	 She	continued	 to	work	at	NASA	

until	the	end	of	her	career	when	she	retired	in	1986.	

Johnson	not	only	played	a	pivotal	role	in	the	Space	Race,	

but	was	also	a	revolutionary	'igure	when	it	came	to	tack-

ling	 the	 issues	 of	 racial	 segregation	 and	 sexism	 which	

were	prominent	in	US	society	at	the	time.	Purely	through	

her	 skill	 and	devotion	 to	her	 'ield,	 change	 followed	her	

around	as	 she	 catalysed	 the	 integration	 in	NASA.	 I	 per-

sonally	 believe	 that	 she	 should	 be	 more	 renowned	 for	

her	 contributions	 to	 both	 science	 and	 society.	 She	was	

awarded	the	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	in	2015,	the	

highest	 civilian	 honour,	 as	 well	 as	 having	 an	 autobio-

graphical	'ilm,	 ‘Hidden	Figures’	made	about	her	and	her	

colleagues,	 'inally	 getting	 the	 recognition	 she	 so	 truly	

deserves	

	Johnson	was	awarded	the	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	in	2015	

she did the calculations manually by hand in a 

great show of  mathematical prowess which led to 

the mission’s success 
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“Ultimately,	 leadership	 is	about	the	strength	of	one’s	con-

victions,	the	ability	to	endure	the	punches,	and	the	energy	

to	 promote	an	 idea.	And	 I	 have	 found	 that	 those	who	do	

achieve	 peace	 never	 acquiesce	 to	 obstacles,	 especially	

those	 constructed	 of	 bigotry,	 intolerance,	 and	 in lexible	

tradition.”	

 

T 
hese are words spoken by Benazir Bhutto, the 

'irst woman elected to lead a Muslim state. She 

was ideologically a liberalist and secularist who 

served as Prime Minister of Pakistan between 

1988–1990 and then again from 1993–1996. Benazir 

went to Oxford University to study Law at Lady Margaret 

Hall college and after completing her education she re-

turned to Pakistan 

where she became 

incredibly involved 

with Pakistani poli-

tics. 

 

Her parents were 

opponents of the mil-

itary dictatorship in Pakistan run by General Zia-ul-Haq. 

In the summer of 1979 Benazir and her family were 

placed under house arrest and encountered great dif'i-

culties. Benazir faced many hardships due to Pakistan’s 

oppressive totalitarian government and in 1981 she de-

scribed her experience of being in solitary con'inement: 

“The summer heat turned my cell into an oven. My skin 

split and peeled, coming off my hands in sheets.” Benazir 

herself was imprisoned by his military forces on many 

occasions and was exiled to Britain in 1984. 

 

In 1984 she was released from house arrest and she be-

gan campaigning for the restoration of democracy. Dur-

ing this time her brother was murdered in attempt to 

hinder her and her families’ efforts to establish a demo-

cratic government, this was probably under orders of Zia

-ul-Haq. Shortly after this unfortunate event, she made a 

speech at the European Parliament in Strasbourg empha-

sising the brutalities of human rights abuses in Pakistan, 

such as the murder of her brother. 

 

In this speech she emphasised the importance of a demo-

cratic government, to ensure that everyone gets a right 

to free speech and that the abuse of human rights was 

put an end to: “We gather together to celebrate freedom, 

to celebrate democracy, to celebrate the three most 

beautiful words in the English language: `We the Peo-

ple.”’ 

 

Bhutto and her party  gained great popularity and this 

enabled them to win the largest percentage of seats to 

form a coalition government. She became Prime Minister 

for the 'irst time in 1988 at the age of 35. She became the 

'irst woman to lead a political party - the Pakistan Peo-

ple’s Front. This was a signi'icant achievement in light of 

the discrimination as a woman she had faced throughout 

her childhood and work life. After the death of General 

Zia-ul-Haq, Pakistan moved towards its 'irst democratic 

elections in a decade, emphasising that she had not only 

achieved her aims, but it was there to last for the long 

term. 

 

However, her attempts to establish a democratic govern-

ment were sti'led by conservative and Islamist forces, 

including President Ishaq Khan and his powerful mili-

tary. Her administration was accused of corruption and 

nepotism and she was dismissed by Khan in 1990, 20 

months after she had joined of'ice. In 1993 she was re-

elected but was removed again as a result of accusation 

of the same charges, 

this time by Presi-

dent Farooq Leghari. 

 

Despite facing dis-

crimination she con-

tinued to pursue her 

goals. Nine years lat-

er, after facing exile in Dubai, she returned to Pakistan in 

2007, after she was promised to be given amnesty for 

corruption charges by President Musharraf.  Before her 

return to Pakistan she remarked in an interview: “The 

forces of moderation and democracy must, and will, pre-

vail against extremism and dictatorship. I will not be in-

timidated. I will step out on the tarmac in Karachi not to 

complete a journey, but to begin one. Despite threats of 

death, I will not acquiesce to tyranny, but rather lead the 

'ight against it.” 

 

Leading up to the 2008 elections, Benazir was involved 

with major campaigning. She was assassinated on 27th 

December 2007, and was soon recognised as one of sev-

en prominent winners of the UN Prize in the Field of Hu-

man Rights 

Benazir Bhutto 
By Ria Ryan, Year 12  

she emphasised the importance of  a democratic 

government, to ensure that everyone gets a right 

to free speech  
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The women who went west 

T 
he prescribed role of women in the Victorian 

era was notoriously strict in England, as it was 

in the New World that many had 'led to, per-

haps to escape an establishment not too dis-

similar. The eastern seaboard of the United States was 

somewhat culturally linked to the social developments in 

Europe; as much trade went on between the two conti-

nents, so did the exchange of customs and a constant 

supply of immigrants, seeking their American Dream. By 

the mid-1800s, the original 13 colonies were not enough 

for some and they were looking for new land to call their 

own, a sentiment 

only heightened by 

events such as the 

California Gold Rush 

(beginning in 1848) 

and the Homestead 

Act of 1862, granting 

a sizeable portion of land to any settlers after a certain 

period of time with the only cost being its maintenance. 

So naturally, many men went after this promise of for-

tune and freedom, but whatever their motivations, many 

of these men primarily had to take care of their family; 

the role of the women in this process is fascinatingly 

overlooked and for reasons possibly not too surprising. 

 

First of all, the journey west was of a different nature to 

that which took the settlers of old to their New World; a 

six week long trip by sailing ship was surely preferable 

to the six months it took to complete the Oregon trail, 

being one of two main routes caravans would take to 

reach lands 'it for settlement. This journey would be ar-

duous at the best of times, with limited water and sup-

plies but it was particularly harsh on women, whose con-

cerns or issues were of little importance to the men in 

charge of the procession, with no intent to delay the mi-

gration by even one day for someone they perceived to 

be of lesser social importance than them. Women and 

children were often lumped into one group on such trips, 

generally being seen as a burden for the expedition, de-

spite being more than capable of taking care of the camp 

and assisting in “men’s work”, a task which many 

stepped up to in spite of limited mentions in the contem-

porary accounts from their male colleagues. The geogra-

phy through which they travelled was also hard on wom-

en, with very little vegetation to take care of hygienic 

needs in the hidden manner that the contemporary Vic-

torian society required them to be. The journey could 

perhaps be seen as slightly improved if the woman was 

travelling with her husband or family, simply for the 

comfort of being surrounded with acquaintances, but 

this was often not the case. As a matter of fact, the 'irst 

taste of freedom some women would get would be to 

make the decision to go against their husband’s will and 

follow him West, despite his cautions, as was the case 

with a woman called Sadie Martin in 1888, who followed 

her husband to California, who wrote: "He had tried to 

warn me to wait one or two months longer, but I would 

not listen ... I had no 

one to blame but my-

self and was not going 

to complain.” 

 

This self-empowered 

attitude was not the 

only one present on the Frontier; especially among wom-

en originating from the eastern upper class, or even ur-

ban middle class, there was an initial disdain for work in 

general or participation in activities seen as “unladylike”, 

embodying the American ideal of the “Cult of True Wom-

anhood”, which inspired magazines such as the Lady’s	

Book	to	encourage	submissive	and	docile	wives.	As	much	

as	men	and	women	alike	may	have	arrived	to	the	Fron-

tier	 hypnotised	 by	 the	 such	 a	 frame	 of	 mind,	 it	 would	

quickly	 shatter,	 as	 the	 scarcity	 of	 labour	 in	 the	 West	

meant	women	were	forced	(by	necessity)	to	take	up	the	

jobs	there	were	simply	no	men	to	do.	We	know	this,	de-

spite	 systematic	 silence	 in	 accounts	 from	male	writers,	

from	 the	 accounts	 from	 female	writers	 in	 their	 diaries,	

listing	the	numerous	occasions	on	which	men	had	to	help	

out	 with	 tasks	 perceived	 as	 unquestionably	 feminine,	

this	perhaps	being	the	reason	 for	their	unwillingness	to	

describe	 the	 changing	 nature	 of	 labour	 in	 their	 house-

hold.	Although	this	was	happening	slowly	across	the	rest	

of	 country,	 the	 spotlight	 was	 on	 the	 lands	 where	 the	

United	 States	would	 ful'il	 their	Manifest	Destiny	 and	 as	

such	 the	 blurred	 gender	 boundaries	would	 become	 en-

trenched	 in	 the	 social	 experimentation	 in	 the	 Western	

territories.	

	

This	experimentation	also	extended	to	political	rights,	of	

which	women	also	had	essentially	none	 for	a	 large	part	

of	 the	main	migration	 period.	 The	 political	 structure	 of	

the	Western	territories	was	signi'icantly	different	due	to	

By Jakub Mikulski, Year 12   

blurred gender boundaries would become en-

trenched in the social experimentation in the 

Western territories 
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their	 constitutional	 status	 as	 territories	 as	 opposed	 to	

actual	 states.	 This	 led	 politicians	 in	 the	 east,	 who	 re-

served	the	power	 to	directly	appoint	a	governor	 for	 the	

territories	as	opposed	to	granting	that	power	to	the	peo-

ple	as	in	a	state	(among	other	similar	responsibilities),	to	

regard	the	West	as	a	testing	ground	for	certain	policies,	

particularly	 regarding	 the	 post	 bellum	 electorate.	 Per-

haps	 as	 a	 consequence	 of	 the	 Civil	War,	 one	 of	 the	 key	

arguments	used	by	suffragists	on	the	Frontier	was	that	it	

was	 absurd	 that	 white	 women	 did	 not	 have	 the	 vote	

when	 people	 of	 what	 they	 regarded	 as	 inferior	 races	

were	 able	 to	 vote,	 namely	 the	 now	 constitutionally	 en-

franchised	black,	oriental	and	Native	men	present	on	the	

frontier.	 Naturally	 the	 racist	 rhetoric	 of	 the	 times	 also	

'lipped	this	argument	on	its	head	and	claimed	as	much	as	

they	may	be	willing	to	concede	the	vote	to	white	women,	

the	constitution	would	force	them	to	also	grant	the	vote	

to	black,	oriental	and	Native	women,	which	was	one	step	

too	far	and	something	they	simply	could	not	abide.	

	

Although	Wyoming	became	the	'irst	territory	to	enfran-

chise	its	women,	even	this	was	somewhat	of	a	lucky	mis-

take,	with	a	degree	of	this	prejudice	prevailing	even	after	

suffrage	was	granted.	The	circumstances	of	this	piece	of	

legislation	passing	were	speci'ic	to	the	nature	of	the	ter-

ritorial	 legislature,	 which	 did	 not	 like	 the	 governor,	 a	

position	appointed	directly	by	 the	President	until	 state-

hood	 is	granted.	A	women’s	 suffrage	bill	was	presented	

to	Governor	John	Campbell,	with	the	intention	of	putting	

him	in	a	spot	where	whatever	he	did	he	would	make	ene-

mies	 and	 hopefully	 force	 his	 resignation.	 To	 their	 sur-

prise,	the	governor	signed	the	bill	with	no	problem,	thus	

granting	women’s	suffrage	in	a	botched	political	gambit.	

Less	 than	 two	 years	 later,	 the	 legislature	 attempted	 to	

reverse	 this	 act	 but	 Campbell	 refused	 to	 sign	 that,	 ce-

menting	women	in	the	electorate	of	Wyoming	as	early	as	

1869.	 This	 survived	 all	 the	way	 through	 the	 process	 of	

becoming	a	state,	when	in	1890	it	was	seen	as	a	possible	

obstacle	 to	 joining	 the	 Union,	 since	 federally	 women	

were	 still	 not	 enfranchised.	 The	 Wyoming	 legislature,	

however,	would	not	give	way	and	sent	a	telegram	to	Con-

gress,	stating	“that	they	would	remain	out	of	the	Union	a	

hundred	years	rather	than	join	without	woman	suffrage.”	

Wyoming	quickly	became	known	as	the	“Equality	State”	

because	of	this.	In	spite	of	this	step	forward,	the	amount	

of	women	enfranchised	(due	to	the	low	percentage	of	the	

state	which	were	women)	was	not	satisfactory	 to	many	

suffragists	 and	 laughable	 to	 many	 that	 opposed	 it.	 The	

New	York	based	 journal	Harper's	 Weekly	 were	 among	

those	 that	 openly	 mocked	 the	 move,	 saying	 "Wyoming	

gave	Women	 the	 right	 to	 vote	 in	much	 the	 same	 spirit	

that	New	York	or	Pennsylvania	might	vote	to	enfranchise	

angels	or	Martians.”	

	

Nevertheless,	this	was	a	signi'icant	symbolic	victory	and	

would	 pave	 the	 way	 to	 further	 developments	 in	 equal	

rights	for	women.	Despite	a	few	setbacks,	including	back-

lash	 over	 newly	 enfranchised	 female	 populations	 using	

their	vote	to	enforce	prohibition,	consequently	repealing	

both	the	acts	concerning	prohibition	and	women’s	voting	

rights,	the	women	of	the	West	had	gotten	the	ball	rolling	

when	it	came	to	convincing	the	men	 in	charge	that	they	

were	 just	 as	 able	 in	 getting	 down	 to	work	 and	 braving	

life	on	the	Frontier.	The	migration	across	the	continent	is	

what	 truly	 spurred	 America	 to	 realise	 that	 with	 equal	

rights	 and	 true	 “consent	 of	 the	 governed”,	 as	 stipulated	

in	 the	 Declaration	 of	 Independence,	 the	 country	 will	

thrive	and	prosper	

A	newspaper	image	of	women	voting	at	a	polling	station	in	Wyoming.	
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Florence Nightingale 

W 
ho	was	she?	

Florence	Nightingale	was	a	nurse	from	a	

rather	 wealthy	 background	 who	 made	

her	job	in	life	to	help	out	those	less	for-

tunate	than	her.	She	became	famous	because	of	the	work	

she	 did	 cleaning	 up	 hospitals	 in	 the	 19th	 Century.	 The	

end,	 right?	 No,	 Florence,	 otherwise	 known	 as	 “the	 lady	

with	the	lamp”,	was	much	more	than	just	that.	She	was	a	

social	 reformer	who	applied	mathematics	 to	 solve	 vari-

ous	 problems	 as	 well	 as	 being	 an	 inspirational	 young	

woman	who	 now	has	 a	

statue	 in	 London	 re-

membering	 her	 great	

work.	

Social	reformer:	

To	 this	 very	 day,	 Flor-

ence	 Nightingale’s	 dis-

covery	 that	 your	 environment	 affects	 your	 health	 has	

saved	millions	 of	 lives,	 and	 she	was	 a	 leading	 'igure	 in	

directing	medical	progress,	as	she	lived	before	germ	the-

ory	was	widely	accepted	so	people	didn’t	know	how	your	

lifestyle	and	environment	could	affect	your	health	in	the	

1860s.	

She	and	a	group	of	nurses	during	the	Crimean	War	went	

into	the	hospitals	and	cleaned	them	up,	changed	the	bed-

ding	 and	 bandages,	 brought	 fresh	 food	 and	 water	 and	

removed	all	the	rats	and	mice.	This	made	a	big	difference	

to	the	soldiers’	recovery.	What	she	did	was	strange	at	the	

time	as	Louis	Pasteur	was	yet	to	come	up	with	the	germ	

theory	so	people	were	oblivious	to	this	being	a	problem.	

People	 thought	 cleanliness	 was	 more	 for	 luxury	 than	

anything	else.	

Because	of	her,	not	just	the	rich	had	clean	hospitals,	but	

every	citizen	of	the	country	who	had	hospital	treatment	

could	 expect	 cleaner	 conditions.	 She	 consequently	

changed	 the	 way	 public	 health	 worked	 forever.	 From	

injections,	 to	 cancer,	 to	 heart	 disease,	 she	made	 people	

realize	that	lifestyle	and	environment	affect	your	health.	

Her	 nurses	 were	 also	 sent	 into	 Victorian	 workhouses,	

giving	even	the	very	poor	the	chance	to	experience	pro-

fessional	nursing,	almost	100	years	before	the	NHS.	She	

later	campaigned	for	 improved	water	supplies	and	fam-

ine	relief	in	India,	at	that	time	part	of	the	British	Empire.	

Mathematician	who	changed	the	world:	

What’s	 more,	 Florence	 Nightingale	 could	 prove	 her	

methods	worked.	 She	worked	with	 a	 respected	 statisti-

cian	 called	William	 Farr.	 This	 work	 was	 part	 of	 a	 new	

scienti'ic	approach	to	medicine	which	was	being	used	for	

the	'irst	time	in	the	1860s.	Florence	Nightingale	applied	

statistics	to	nursing.	For	example,	she	recorded	the	mor-

tality	rates	due	to	hospital	conditions.	She	also	invented	

the	Polar	Area	Graph,	a	graph	to	measure	the	death	rates	

each	month.	 Charts	 had	 been	 used	 to	 track	 cholera	 be-

fore,	but	 this	kind	of	graph	was	new.	Nowadays	we	are	

used	 to	 this,	 but	 it	 was	 revolutionary	 for	 the	 time.	 She	

published	 statistics	 about	 the	 Crimean	 War	 and	 also	

about	London	hospitals	once	she	returned.	She	used	sta-

tistics	 to	 support	 her	

campaigning	 work	 on	

improving	conditions	in	

India,	too.	

Role	model:	

Her	 steely	 determina-

tion	is	what	sent	her	far	in	life	and	the	reason	she	is	rec-

orded	 in	 history	 books.	 She	 knew	 she	 wanted	 to	 be	 a	

nurse	which	was	not	a	 respected	profession	at	 the	 time	

and	 would	 have	 been	 unthinkable	 for	 a	 woman	 of	 her	

class.	 As	 I	 said,	 she	 ignored	 all	 these	 factors	 and	 went	

ahead.	She	pursued	and	pursued	training	until	'inally	her	

parents	gave	in	and	allowed	her	to	be	a	nurse.	When	she	

saw	what	 the	 conditions	 in	 hospitals	 were	 like	 she	 did	

not	complain	to	someone	else,	she	cleaned	the	hospitals	

and	 gathered	 evidence	 through	 statistics	 to	 encourage	

others	to	do	the	same.	She	did	not	waste	time	waiting	for	

others,	 she	went	and	sorted	 the	problems	out.	Florence	

Nightingale	has	a	statue	in	London,	although	not	just	for	

cleaning	a	few	hospitals	and	carrying	round	a	lamp.	Flor-

ence	Nightingale	was	a	determined,	inspirational	mathe-

matician	and	social	reformer.	This	is	who	Florence	Night-

ingale	was	

By Tom Benson, Year 8  

because of  her, not just the rich had clean 

hospitals, but every citizen of  the country 

who had hospital treatment could expect 

cleaner conditions. 

Florence	Nightingale	in	the	Barack	Hospital	in	Scutari	
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B 
y	the	early	19th	century,	Britain’s	industrial	rev-

olution	 was	 relentless.	 In	 towns	 across	 the	

country,	 mills,	 mines,	 forges	 and	 factories	

belched	 out	 smoke,	 smog,	 noise	 and	 goods.	

Those	goods,	whether	raw	or	'inished,	drove	the	econo-

my	 on,	 powered	 by	 the	working	men,	women	 and	 chil-

dren	of	industrial	Britain.	Driven	by	trade,	this	phenome-

non	travelled	far	and	wide,	touching	all	outposts	of	a	bur-

geoning	 Empire	 and	 in'luencing	 those	

trading	 with	 Britannia.	 In	 1826,	 in	 a	

spot	25	miles	outside	of	Boston,	Massa-

chusetts,	the	textile	town	of	Lowell	was	

incorporated	and	thousands	 'locked	to	

populate	 the	mills	 that	 sprang	up.	The	

majority	 of	 the	 workers	 were	 women,	

seeking	 a	 new	 start	 away	 from	 their	

traditional	 family	 farming	 existence	

and	lured	by	the	security	of	steady	em-

ployment	in	a	changing	economic	reali-

ty.	 These	women	would	drive	 the	 suc-

cess	of	Lowell	for	the	next	80	years	and	

give	voice	to	the	demands	of	industrial	

fairness	 through	 the	 creation	 of	 the	

'irst	women’s	trade	union	in	the	United	

States.	

	

Many	 of	 the	 women	 employed	 in	 the	

Lowell	mills	were	not	the	teenagers	we	

typically	associate	with	factory	work	in	

Britain	at	this	time.	The	majority	were	in	their	twenties,	

perhaps	a	factor	in	the	increasing	militancy	that	grew	in	

the	mills	throughout	the	1830’s.	Typically	better	educat-

ed,	 the	workers	were	able	 to	articulate	 their	grievances	

more	 effectively	 and	 harness	 support	 in	 the	 workforce	

for	 their	 actions.	 When,	 in	 1834,	 factory	 bosses	 imple-

mented	a	15%	wage	reduction	for	employees	to	maxim-

ise	 pro'its	 the	 mill	 girls	 met	 to	 decide	 the	 best	 way	 to	

object.	They	decided	upon	a	‘turn-out’,	or	strike,	not	only	

walking	out	of	 the	mills	

but	 also	 withdrawing	

their	 savings	 from	 two	

local	 banks,	 causing	 a	

run	 on	 each	 of	 them.	

Although	the	strike	was	

ultimately	 unsuccessful,	

the	 power	 of	 the	 own-

ers	still	being	too	great,	a	clear	precedent	had	been	sent.	

More	 effective	was	 the	 strike	of	 1836.	This	 time,	 a	 sug-

gested	wage	reduction	was	paired	with	a	rent	hike	for	all	

those	 women	 living	 in	 company	 boarding	 houses.	 This	

affected	 a	 large	 majority	 of	 working	 women	 and	 again	

the	workers	 of	 Lowell	walked	 out.	 Up	 to	 1,500	women	

marched	through	the	town,	protesting	at	their	treatment	

and	 demanding	 fair	 pay	 and	 working	 conditions.	 After	

weeks	 of	 stalemate,	 eventually	 the	 owners	 relented	 on	

the	rent	issue	–	the	'irst	signs	of	collective	industrial	ac-

tion	having	some	effect.	

	

Harriet	Hanson	Robinson,	 aged	 just	 11,	 led	 a	 group	out	

on	strike	when	the	older	women	hesitated	to	leave,	wor-

ried	 about	 the	 rami'ications	 of	 their	 actions.	 She	 later	

recounted	she	‘was	 more	 proud	 than	 I	 have	 ever	 been	

since	at	any	success	I	may	have	achieved,	

and	 more	 proud	 than	 I	 shall	 ever	 be	

again	 until	 my	 own	 beloved	 State	 gives	

to	 its	 women	 citizens	 the	 right	 of	 suf-

frage’.	Robinson	 would	 later	 go	 on	 to	

write	 an	 autobiography	 entitled	 ‘Loom	

and	Spindle’	about	her	time	in	the	mills	

and	was	the	'irst	woman	to	address	the	

Congressional	 Select	 Committee	 on	

Women’s	Suffrage.	 In	the	mills	of	Low-

ell	were	to	be	found	some	of	America’s	

most	 in'luential	 'igures	 in	 the	 'ight	 for	

women’s	rights,	regardless	of	age.	

	

In	 1844,	 women	 workers	 formed	 the	

Lowell	 Female	 Labor	 Reform	 Associa-

tion	 (LFLRA)	 to	 campaign	on	a	variety	

of	 issues,	 most	 notably	 to	 reduce	 the	

working	day	 to	10	hours.	This	was	 the	

'irst	 organised	 trade	 union	 for	women	

in	 the	 United	 States.	 They	 continued	

their	 'ight	 for	 better	 conditions	 throughout	 the	 mid-

1840s,	in'luencing	neighbouring	states	and	communities	

to	form	similar	unions	and	working	groups.	Their	impact	

was	most	quickly	 felt	 in	New	Hampshire,	where	 the	 re-

duction	 to	 a	 10	 hour	work	 day	was	 passed	 in	 1847.	 In	

1853	the	Lowell	mill	corporations	eventually	relented	to	

an	11	hour	work	day.	Whilst	these	signi'icant	 industrial	

changes	 were	 a	 lasting	 legacy	 of	 the	 Lowell	 mill	 girls,	

they	also	 impacted	 the	wider	community	away	 from	in-

dustry;	 namely	 in	 the	

'ield	 of	 literature	 and	

culture.	

	

In	 1840,	 backed	 by	 the	

Reverend	 Abel	 Charles	

Thomas,	 the	 'irst	 issue	

of	 the	 Lowell	 Offering	

was	published.	This	periodical	was	written,	and	eventu-

ally	 edited	 by,	 female	 workers	 in	 the	 mills.	 The	 paper	

consisted	of	works	of	'iction,	songs,	poems	and	ballads.	It	

tended	away	 from	more	controversial	 issues	such	as	 la-

bour	rights	and	working	conditions,	giving	a	platform	for	

female	writers	to	showcase	their	talents.	In	1842	Harriet	

Farley	and	Harriot	Curtis	became	co-editors	and	contrib-

utors	such	as	Sarah	Bagley	and	Lucy	Larcom	added	col-

The Women of Lowell 
The  mill girls’ trade union 

By Mr Shergold  

Sarah	Bagley,	one	of	the	employees.	

in the mills of  Lowell were to be found some 

of  America’s most influential figures in the 

fight for women’s rights, regardless of  age 
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our	and	talent	 to	 the	articles.	Larcom	wrote	poetry	and	

'iction	in	the	Offering,	avoiding	more	provocative	topics	

such	 as	 pay	 and	 conditions	 and	 refused	 to	 join	 strikes.	

She	went	on	to	become	a	teacher	at	Wheaton	Seminary,	

and	published	 books	of	 poetry	 based	 around	nature.	 In	

1875	 she	 became	 a	 publisher	 and	 editor	 of	 Our	 Young	

Folks,	overseeing	work	by	Henry	Longfellow	and	Louisa	

May	Alcott.	Her	 starting	point	 for	 this	distinguished	ca-

reer	 was	 forged	 in	

Lowell.	

	

Bagley,	 on	 the	oth-

er	 hand,	 took	 a	

different	 tack.	 Ini-

tially	 a	 pro-mill	

writer	 in	 the	Offer-

ing,	she	 published	

an	 article	 praising	

the	 pleasures	 of	working	 at	 Lowell.	 However,	 as	 condi-

tions	worsened	she	became	a	'ierce	critic	of	the	mills	and	

by	 1844	 she	 had	 been	 elected	 president	 of	 the	 LFLRA.	

She	 spoke	 at	 the	 New	 England	 Workingman’s	 Associa-

tion	 convention,	 breaking	 down	 that	 particular	 barrier,	

and	founded	a	new	periodical	called	The	 Voice	 of	 Industry	

to	challenge	the	perception	that	the	 Lowell	 Offering	 was	

not	doing	enough	to	raise	the	issues	in	the	mills.	Bagley	

and	Farley	started	a	war	of	words	on	conditions	in	Low-

ell,	with	Bagley	calling	Farley	‘a	mouthpiece	of	the	corpo-

rations’.		

	

The	 Voice	 continued	its	vocal	criticism	of	the	Lowell	own-

ers	 and	 coincided	with	 growing	 activism	by	 the	LFLRA.	

Articles	 attacked	 the	 impact	 of	 industrialisation	 on	 the	

workforce	and	also	made	links	to	the	growing	ability	to	

wage	 war.	 It	 questioned	 the	 impact	 of	 industry	 on	 the	

workers	 themselves	 and	 suggested	 its	 nature	 removed	

the	 kinder	 and	more	 benevolent	 aspects	 of	 human	 na-

ture.	Bagley	was	at	the	heart	of	this	commentary,	writing	

articles	and	leading	the	LFLRA	until	1847,	when	she	left	

both	posts	and	became	the	'irst	female	telegraph	opera-

tor	in	Lowell.	Sarah	Bagley’s	traceable	history	disappears	

after	1848	but	she	left	an	indelible	mark	on	both	Lowell	

and	the	Voice,	which	continued	in	circulation	until	1849.	

	

Lowell	in	the	1830’s	and	40’s	was	built	on	the	labour	of	

women.	 Its	 success	 and	 pro'its	 were	 a	 direct	 result	 of	

their	 efforts	 and	 yet	 they	 held	 the	 corporations	 to	 ac-

count,	 challenging	

accepted	 norms	

and	 striving	 to	 im-

prove	 conditions	 –	

not	 just	 physically	

but	 also	 spiritually.	

Lowell	 produced	

many	of	the	earliest	

women	 activists	 in	

the	 industrial	 Unit-

ed	 States	 but	 also	 showcased	 many	 of	 the	 talented	 fe-

male	poets,	writers	and	songwriters	of	the	time	through	

the	Offering	 and	the	Voice.	 The	mill	girls	of	Lowell	played	

a	pivotal	role	 in	developing	the	organised	labour	move-

ment	 in	 America,	 recognising	 the	 potential	 impact	 of	

strike	action	and	the	strength	of	mobilising	public	opin-

ion	 through	 the	 written	 word.	 As	 Sarah	 Bagley	 wrote,	

these	were	women	“who	 are	 not	 willing	 to	 see	 our	 sex	

made	into	living	machines	to	do	the	bidding	of	the	in-

corporated	aristocrats	and	reduced	to	a	sum	for	their	

bodily	services	hardly	suf>icient	to	keep	body	and	soul	

together.”		

	

In	1874	the	Ten	Hour	Work	Act	was	 'inally	passed	 into	

US	 law,	a	 'itting	 legacy	 to	 those	 that	worked	so	hard	 to	

achieve	it	in	that	small	industrial	town	outside	Boston.	In	

1978	 the	 town	 was	 designated	 as	 a	 National	 Historic	

Park	by	the	National	Park	Service,	cementing	its	place	in	

the	 story	 of	women’s	 activism	 in	 the	United	 States	 and	

highlighting	its	signi'icance	to	the	narrative	of	industrial	

relations	in	America  

The	Lowell	Mills,	situated	just	outside	Boston,	Massachusetts.	

the mill girls of  Lowell played a pivotal role in de-

veloping the organised labour movement in Ameri-

ca, recognising the potential impact of  strike action 

and the strength of  mobilising public opinion 
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T 
he	 Antebellum	 Era,	 ranging	 from	 the	 early	

1800s	 to	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 American	 Civil	

War	 (1861),	 marked	 a	 period	 of	 signi'icant	

economic	 growth	 for	 the	 Southern	 United	

States.	However,	this	growth	came	at	a	cost:	it	was	due	to	

the	 exploitation	 of	 black	 slaves	 through	 the	 plantation	

system.	During	this	period,	the	Northern	states	had	expe-

rienced	 some	 positive	 social	 reform	with	 the	 introduc-

tion	 of	 women’s	 educational	 institutions	 as	 well	 as	 im-

proved	opportu-

nities	 to	 'ind	

non-domestic	

occupations.	 For	

instance,	Oberlin	

College,	a	coedu-

cational	 institu-

tion	 founded	 in	

1833,	 would	 be	

the	 'irst	 Ameri-

can	 college	 to	

accept	 both	

women	and	Afri-

can	 Americans.	

Even	 so,	 these	

women	and	Afri-

can	 Americans	

still	held	a	lower	

status	 than	 that	

of	 a	 white	male,	

and	 would	 be	

ridiculed	 for	

trying	to	achieve	

even	 a	 basic	 education	 and	 subjected	 to	 lower	 salaries	

from	a	smaller	range	of	occupations.	The	South,	 in	com-

parison,	 had	 been	 left	 behind.	 Slavery	 as	 an	 institution	

remained	at	 the	heart	of	Southern	society,	 fuelling	 their	

entire	 economy.	 This	 heavy	 reliance	 on	 enslavement	

meant	 that	 southerners	 found	 themselves	 actively	 sup-

pressing	African	American	education	due	to	worries	that	

it	would	cause	rebellion	and	the	demand	for	equal	rights.	

Women	too	were	seen	as	subservient	beings,	reduced	by	

the	cult	of	domesticity	to	the	management	of	the	house-

hold	 and	 the	 rearing	 of	 children.	 Therefore,	 as	 an	 en-

slaved	 woman	 you	

occupied	 the	 lowest	

position	 of	 social	

standing	 in	 southern	

society.	

	

One	 of	 these	 many	 enslaved	 women	 was	 Harriet	 Tub-

man,	 born	 Araminta	 Ross,	 circa	 1820,	 to	 enslaved	 par-

ents	 in	 Dorchester	 County,	 Maryland.	 A	 second	 genera-

tion	slave	of	Ashanti	heritage,	 she	was	one	of	nine	chil-

dren,	 three	 of	 whom	 were	 sold	 away,	 to	 be	 separated	

from	 their	 family	 forever.	 As	 well	 as	 having	 her	 family	

torn	apart	by	slavery,	she	was	also	forced	into	merciless	

labour	from	a	very	young	age.	At	5,	‘Minty’	was	hired	out	

to	perform	tasks	at	other	households.	With	her	'irst	role	

as	a	housemaid,	she	was	tasked	with	keeping	watch	over	

a	sleeping	baby.	Each	time	the	child	awoke	and	began	to	

cry,	she	was	punished	with	severe	whippings.	She	quick-

ly	 adapted	 to	 her	 situation	 and	 found	 methods	 of	 re-

sistance	 against	 punishment.	 For	 instance,	 she	 would	

wear	extra	 layers	of	clothing	as	protection	against	 lash-

ings.	 Despite	 her	 illiteracy	 and	 lack	 of	 education,	 these	

tactics	 indicated	 a	 natural	 ingenuity	 that	 would	 later	

come	 to	 fruition	

during	 her	 time	

as	 a	 conductor	

of	 the	 Under-

ground	Railroad.	

	

The	 rest	 of	 her	

life	 on	 the	 plan-

tation	 would	 be	

de'ined	 by	 a	

spate	 of	 illness-

es	 and	 a	 serious	

injury	 to	 the	

head	 after	 being	

accidentally	 hit	

by	a	heavy	metal	

weight	 meant	

for	 another	

slave.	 From	 that	

day	 forward	 she	

would	 be	

plagued	 by	 sei-

zures,	 premoni-

tions	 and	 vivid	 dreams,	 the	 latter	 two	 reinforcing	 her	

strong	 belief	 in	 the	 Christian	 faith,	 particularly	 the	 Old	

Testament	and	 its	 tales	of	 deliverance	 from	oppression.	

The	injustices	of	the	period	were	not	limited	to	 ill	treat-

ment	within	 the	con'ines	of	slavery,	 free	men	would	of-

ten	be	taken	and	enslaved,	or	slaves	would	be	unlawfully	

kept	 rather	 than	 freed.	 After	 Araminta’s	 father	 was	

emancipated	by	1840,	at	the	age	of	45,	due	to	a	clause	in	

his	 former	owner’s	will,	 she	hired	a	white	 lawyer	 to	 in-

vestigate	 the	 	 legal	 status	 of	 her	 mother,	 Harriet	 ‘Rit’	

Greene.	 It	 was	 discovered	 that	 a	 similar	 provision	 had	

been	 made	 in	 Rit’s	

contract,	but	had	been	

ignored	 by	 her	 mas-

ters.	 It	was	not	possi-

ble	 for	 Araminta	 to	

challenge	 this	 legally,	

so	Rit	would	remain	illegally	enslaved.	Around	this	time,	

Minty	married	a	free	black	man	by	the	name	of	John	Tub-

man.	This	marriage	of	enslaved	and	free	was	not	actually	

uncommon,	as	half	of	the	African	American	population	in	

the	 local	area	was	 free.	 It	was	at	 this	point	she	adopted	

her	mother’s	name	and	became	Harriet	Tubman.	

	

Harriet’s	master	was	 a	Mr	 Edward	Brodess.	When	Har-

Harriet Tubman 
By Ben Cooper, Year 12  

Harriet	Tubman	(far	left)	with	a	group	of	slaves	that	she	helped	rescue	

she quickly adapted to her situation and found 

methods of  resistance against punishment 
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riet	fell	ill	again	in	1849,	he	tried	and	failed	to	sell	her.	He	

would	subsequently	die,	leaving	his	widow	Eliza	to	begin	

settling	the	estate,	aiming	to	sell	off	her	husband’s	slaves.	

Harriet	would	not	wait	around	to	be	sold,	vowing	to	take	

either	"liberty	or	death;	 if	 I	 could	not	have	one,	 I	would	

have	the	other."	On	the	17th	September,	Harriet	'led	the	

plantation	 with	 two	 of	 her	 brothers.	 However,	 her	 sib-

lings	 had	 second	 thoughts	 and	 returned,	 forcing	 her	 to	

return	with	 them.	 Shortly	 after,	 she	 escaped	 to	 take	on	

the	 90	mile	 journey	 to	 Pennsylvania	 alone.	 In	 order	 to	

cover	 this	 distance,	 she	 made	 use	 of	 the	 Underground	

Railroad,	 a	 well	 organised	 network	 comprised	 of	 black	

and	white	abolitionists	and	other	activists	who	provided	

housing	 and	 transportation	 to	 aid	 fugitive	 slaves.	 She	

would	travel	by	night	between	each	sympathetic	house-

hold,	or	‘station’,	and	hide	in	plain	sight	during	the	day.	

	

Once	safely	in	the	free	state	of	Pennsylvania,	she	settled	

in	 Philadelphia,	 saving	money	 through	working	 various	

jobs.	Before	 returning	 to	Dorchester	County,	 she	would	

travel	 to	Baltimore	 to	 rescue	her	niece	Kessiah	and	her	

two	children	from	an	auctioneer,	and	to	Maryland	to	re-

trieve	 her	 brother	Moses.	 Each	 journey	would	 increase	

her	con'idence,	until	 'inally	 in	1851	she	returned	to	 the	

Brodess	Plantation,	aiming	to	take	her	husband	up	north.	

However,	he	had	remarried	while	Harriet	had	been	gone	

and	 refused	 to	 leave.	 Instead,	 she	 would	 'ind	 another	

group	of	slaves and	lead	them	to	safety.	What	had	begun	

as	a	personal	 journey	 to	 retrieve	her	closest	 loved	ones	

became	an	organised	operation	to	free	slaves	from	their	

southern	masters.	This	journey	marked	the	beginning	of	

her	 role	 as	 a	 ‘conductor’	 of	 the	 Underground	 Railroad,	

acting	 as	 a	 guide	 to	 fugitive	 slaves	 along	 their	 road	 to	

freedom.	

	

Unfortunately,	 the	

introduction	 of	 the	

Fugitive	Slave	Act	of	

1850	 hampered	 her	

mission	 considera-

bly.	This	Act	severe-

ly	punished	any	law	

enforcement	 of'icial	

(in	 any	 state,	 slave	

or	free)	who	did	not	

arrest	 alleged	 fugitive	 slaves.	 This	 could	 be	 done	 on	 as	

little	as	a	sworn	testimony	of	ownership,	with	the	alleged	

slave	unable	to	testify	on	their	own	behalf	or	demand	a	

trial	before	a	jury.	Any	person	found	to	be	aiding	a	fugi-

tive	slave	would	also	face	imprisonment	and	a	hefty	'ine.	

As	 a	 result,	 it	 was	 much	 more	 dangerous	 for	 escaped	

slaves	to	remain	in	the	Northern	states.	Large	swathes	of	

fugitives	 migrated	 into	 the	 British	 territory	 of	 Ontario,	

while	 Harriet	 was	 forced	 to	 reroute	 the	 Underground	

Railroad	towards	Canada.	

	

On	 the	dangerous	 roads	 to	 freedom,	Harriet’s	 ingenuity	

'inally	 came	 into	 its	 own.	 Several	 forms	 of	 deception	

were	used	to	minimise	the	risk	of	capture.	Most	notably,	

she	would	 conduct	 journeys	during	 the	winter	 as	 there	

were	many	more	hours	of	darkness	and	people	would	be	

less	 inclined	to	 leave	 their	homes.	She	would	also	 leave	

on	a	Saturday	evening,	as	the	lack	of	newspaper	printing	

on	the	Sunday	meant	the	runaway	notices	would	not	be	

read	 until	 Monday	 morning.	 To	 communicate	 with	 her	

group,	Harriet	would	sing	the	spiritual	‘Go	Down	Moses’,	

using	 a	 change	 in	 tempo	 to	 indicate	 whether	 or	 not	 it	

was	safe	for	them	to	proceed.	On	top	of	this,	she	carried	a	

revolver	with	her	at	all	times,	not	only	to	protect	herself	

from	slave	catchers	and	their	hounds,	but	also	to	threat-

en	anyone	in	her	group	who	attempted	to	turn	back,	as	it	

would	 put	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 fugitives	 in	 jeopardy.	 In	 one	

instance,	 when	 a	 man	 insisted	 on	 turning	 back,	 she	

aimed	her	revolver	at	his	head	and	gave	him	the	choice:	

"You	 go	 on	 or	 die."	 It	 was	 methods	 such	 as	 these	 that	

allowed	her,	 over	 the	 next	 11	 years,	 to	 return	 to	Mary-

land	 for	 13	 expeditions	 and	 direct	 over	 300	 slaves	 to	

safety,	while	also	ensuring	that	she	and	any	of	those	she	

guided	were	never	captured.	Or	 in	 the	words	of	Harriet	

herself,	 “I	 can	 say	 what	 most	 conductors	 can't	 say	 –	 I	

never	 ran	my	 train	off	 the	 track	and	 I	never	 lost	a	pas-

senger.”	

	

After	 her	 time	 as	 a	 conductor,	 once	 the	 American	 Civil	

War	had	begun,	she	would	continue	to	put	her	deception	

and	stealth	to	sharp	use	as	a	scout	to	aid	with	Union	re-

connaissance.	 Soon	 enough	 she	 found	 herself	 to	 be	 the	

'irst	 woman	 to	 lead	 an	 armed	 assault	 during	 the	 Civil	

War.	 Serving	 as	 a	 key	 adviser	 on	 the	 1863	 Cohambee	

River	Raid,	she	helped	rescue	over	750	slaves	from	river-

side	 plantations	 and	 recruit	 them	 into	 the	Union	Army.	

Combined	 with	 the	 lack	 of	 recognition	 the	 US	 govern-

ment	would	show	her	for	her	service	(she	did	not	receive	

a	 pension	 until	 1899),	 her	 unending	 charitable	 efforts	

would	leave	her	in	a	constant	state	of	poverty.	

	

Especially	considering	her	occupation	of	 the	 lowest	sta-

tus	 of	 the	 period,	 as	 an	 enslaved	 black	 female,	 Harriet	

Tubman’s	 achievements	 go	 beyond	 awe	 inspiring.	 The	

world	and	position	she	was	born	into	meant	that	society	

expected	 very	 little	

of	 her;	 she	 was	 ex-

pected	to	amount	to	

nothing.	Instead,	she	

de'ied	 the	 expecta-

tions	set	on	her	and	

saved	 hundreds,	

directly	 and	 indi-

rectly,	 from	 a	 life	 of	

captivity.	 Compar-

ing	himself	 to	Harriet	Tubman,	 the	 former	slave	 turned	

abolitionist	Frederick	Douglass	wrote:	

	

“The	 difference	 between	 us	 is	 very	 marked.	 Most	 that	 I	

have	done	and	suffered	in	the	service	of	our	cause	has	been	

in	public,	and	I	have	received	much	encouragement	at	eve-

ry	step	of	the	way.	You,	on	the	other	hand,	have	laboured	

in	 a	 private	 way.	 I	 have	wrought	 in	 the	 day—you	 in	 the	

night.	The	midnight	sky	and	the	silent	stars	have	been	the	

witnesses	of	your	devotion	to	freedom	and	of	your	heroism.	

Excepting	 John	Brown—of	sacred	memory—I	know	of	no	

one	who	has	willingly	encountered	more	perils	and	hard-

ships	to	serve	our	enslaved	people	than	you	have.” 

On the dangerous roads to freedom, Harriet’s in-

genuity finally came into its own. Several forms of  

deception were used to minimise the risk of  cap-

ture.  
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M 
any	 centuries	 ago,	 practicing	 Christians	

had	 strong	 beliefs	 that	 the	 devil	 could	

grant	 supernatural	 powers	 to	 people	 so	

that	 they	 could	 harm	 others	 in	 return	 for	

their	 loyalty.	 This	 sparked	 a	 ‘witchcraft	 craze’	 in	main-

land	Europe	starting	in	the	early	1300s	and	ending	in	the	

late	 1600s.	 As	 a	 result,	 tens	 of	 thousands	 of	 supposed	

witches—mostly	 women—were	 executed	 and	 although	

the	 Salem	 trials	arrived	 just	as	 the	European	craze	was	

winding	down,	local	circumstances	explain	their	onset.	

	

In	late	1689,	King	William	of	England	started	a	war	with	

France	in	the	colonies	which	came	to	be	known	as	King	

William’s	war.	It	ravaged	the	regions	of	New	York,	Nova	

Scotia,	 Quebec	 and	many	 other	 northern	 regions	 of	 the	

colonies.	 This	 destroyed	 towns	 and	 smaller	 colonies	 of	

people,	sending	 refugees	south	 into	 the	county	of	Essex	

and,	speci'ically,	Salem	in	Massachusetts.	This	increase	in	

the	population	of	the	small	town	of	Salem	put	a	strain	on	

the	 resources	 and	 along	with	 the	 rivalry	 between	 fami-

lies	with	ties	to	the	wealth	of	the	port	of	Salem	and	those	

who	 still	 depended	 on	 agriculture,	 it	 caused	 a	 stewing	

aggravation	and	tension	in	the	town,	just	waiting	to	bub-

ble	 over	 the	 surface.	 Controversy	 was	 also	 developing	

over	the	'irst	ordained	minister	of	Salem,	Reverend	Sam-

uel	Parris,	due	 to	his	greedy	nature	and	strict	 and	 rigid	

ways.	All	the	quarrelling	in	Salem	at	this	time	caused	the	

native	 Puritans	 of	 the	 area	 to	 believe	 that	 the	 aggrava-

tion	was	the	work	of	the	devil.	It	did	not	help	that	prior	

to	 1692,	 there	 were	 rumours	 of	 witchcraft	 in	 towns	

neighbouring	 Salem	 village	 and	 that	 prominent	 minis-

ters,	 speci'ically	 Cotton	 Mather	 (who	 was	 the	 minister	

for	 Boston’s	 North	 Church),	 were	 printing	 pamphlets,	

many	 of	 which	 were	 on	 the	 subject	 of	 witchcraft	 and	

their	beliefs	in	it.	In	Mather's	book	Memorable	 Providenc-

es	 Relating	 to	 Witchcrafts	 and	 Possessions	 of	1689,	he	

describes	 the	 effects	 of	what	 he	 called	 bewitchment	 on	

children	 from	 a	 family	 in	 Boston	 called	 the	 Goodwins.	

The	manifestations	attributed	 to	 the	disease	quickly	be-

came	 associated	 with	 witchcraft.	 Symptoms	 included	

neck	 and	 back	 pains,	 tongues	 being	 drawn	 from	 their	

throats,	 and	 loud	 random	outcries;	 other	 symptoms	 in-

cluded	 having	 no	 control	 over	 their	 bodies	 such	 as	 be-

coming	limber,	'lapping	their	arms	like	birds,	or	trying	to	

harm	 others	 as	 well	 as	 themselves.	 These	 symptoms	

would	fuel	the	craze	of	1692.	

	

In	 January	 of	 1692,	 the	 Reverend’s	 daughter,	 Elizabeth	

Parris,	and	his	niece,	Abigail	Williams,	began	to	have	'its	

described	as	"beyond	the	power	of	Epileptic	Fits	or	natu-

ral	disease	to	affect"	by	John	

Hale,	 the	 minister	 of	 the	

nearby	 town	of	Beverly.	Ac-

cording	 to	 an	 eyewitness,	

the	 girls	 would	 scream,	

throw	 things	 about	 the	

room,	 utter	 strange	 sounds,	

crawl	 under	 furniture,	 and	

contort	 themselves	 into	 pe-

culiar	 positions.	 The	 girls	 complained	 of	 being	 pinched	

and	pricked	with	pins.	A	doctor,	historically	assumed	to	

be	William	Griggs,	could	'ind	no	physical	evidence	of	any	

ailment.	Other	young	women	 in	 the	village	began	to	ex-

hibit	 similar	 behaviour.	When	 Lawson,	 a	 former	Rever-

end	 of	 Salem,	 preached	 as	 a	 guest	 in	 the	 Salem	 Village	

meeting	house,	he	was	interrupted	several	times	by	out-

bursts	of	 the	af'licted.	Elizabeth	and	Abigail,	 along	with	

two	 other	 girls,	 Ann	 Putnam	 Jr	 and	 Elizabeth	Hubbard,	

accused	 the	 'irst	 three	 people	 of	 bewitchment	 in	 what	

would	come	to	be	seen	as	a	fully-'ledged	witch	hunt.	The	

'irst	 three	went	by	 the	names	of	 Sarah	Good,	Sarah	Os-

borne	and	Tituba,	with	Tituba	being	the	'irst.	The	accusa-

tions	 by	 Ann	 Putnam	 Jr	 suggest	 to	 historians	 that	 the	

family	feud	between	the	Putnam	and	Porter	families	may	

have	been	a	major	cause	of	the	witch	trials.	At	the	time	a	

vicious	 dispute	 between	 the	 two	 families	 deeply	 polar-

ized	the	town,	which	led	to	ferocious	citizen	debates	that	

turned	 into	 fully	 developed	 'ighting,	 based	 on	 their	 be-

liefs	about	the	feud,	ripping	the	town	apart.	The	populace	

of	 the	 town	 no	 longer	 trusted	 each	 other,	with	 each	 of	

them	 looking	 for	opportuni-

ties	 to	undermine	one	other	

to	further	their	own	cause.	

	

Good	 was	 a	 homeless	 beg-

gar,	known	to	seek	food	and	

shelter	 from	 neighbours.	

She	 was	 accused	 of	 witch-

craft	 because	 of	 her	 appal-

ling	 reputation	 and	 following	 on	 from	 this,	 at	 her	 trial,	

she	was	accused	of	rejecting	Puritan	ideals	such	as	self-

control	and	discipline.	Likewise,	Sarah	Osborne	was	also	

accused	 due	 to	 her	 absence	 from	 Church	 and	 anti-

puritan	 ways	 such	 as	 being	 self-interested.	 Tituba,	 a	

South	American	Indian	slave	by	way	of	 the	West	Indies,	
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likely	became	a	 target	because	of	her	ethnic	differences	

from	most	of	the	other	villagers.	She	was	accused	of	at-

tracting	girls	 like	Abigail	Wil-

liams	 and	 Betty	 Parris	 with	

stories	 of	 enchantment	 from	

Malleus	 Male'icarum.	 These	

tales	about	sexual	encounters	

with	 demons,	 swaying	 the	

minds	 of	 men,	 and	 fortune-

telling	 were	 said	 to	 stimulate	 the	 imaginations	 of	 girls	

and	made	Tituba	an	obvious	 target	of	accusations.	Each	

of	these	women	was	an	outcast	of	society	in	some	way	or	

another	 and	 exhibited	 the	 so-called	 ‘usual	 traits’	 of	 a	

witch	at	 the	 time.	They	were	 left	with	no	help	 for	 their	

defence,	 with	 the	 interrogations	 in	 front	 of	 the	 magis-

trates	starting	on	March	1st	1692	and	lasting	for	several	

days.	Osborne	claimed	innocence,	as	did	Good.	But	Titu-

ba	 confessed,	 “The	Devil	 came	 to	me	 and	 bid	me	 serve	

him.”	She	described	elaborate	 images	of	black	dogs,	 red	

cats,	yellow	birds	and	a	“black	man”	who	wanted	her	to	

sign	his	book.	She	admitted	that	she	signed	the	book	and	

said	there	were	several	other	witches	looking	to	destroy	

the	Puritans.	All	three	women	were	jailed.	With	the	seed	

of	paranoia	planted,	a	stream	of	accusations	followed	for	

the	next	few	months.	

	

Later	 on	 in	 March,	 other	 women	 were	 accused	 of	 the	

same	crimes	as	the	original	three.	These	included	Martha	

Corey	 and	 Rebecca	 Nurse,	 and	 the	 charges	 laid	 against	

these	 two	deeply	 troubled	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 town,	as	 they	

were	both	loyal	members	of	the	Church	in	Salem	village	

and	 Salem	 town	 respectively.	 The	 townspeople	 were	

shocked	by	these	charges	that	

were	 bestowed	 on	 such	 up-

standing	 members	 of	 society	

and	 they	 no	 longer	 believed	

that	 Church	 membership	 was	

a	 protection	 from	 these	 such	

accusations.	 What	 was	 also	

shocking	was	that	the	daughter	of	Sarah	Good,	Dorothy,	

was	used	in	the	interrogation	of	her	mother.	At	the	time,	

Dorothy	was	 only	 four	 years	 of	 age	 and	 the	magistrate	

took	her	simple	answers	as	a	confession	of	her	mother’s	

guilt.	 The	 questioning	 got	 more	 serious	 in	 April,	 when	

Deputy	 Governor	 Thomas	 Danforth	 and	 his	 assistants	

attended	the	hearings.	Dozens	of	people	from	Salem	and	

other	Massachusetts	 villages	were	 brought	 in	 for	 ques-

tioning.	 On	May	 27	 1692,	 Governor	William	 Phipps	 or-

dered	the	establishment	of	a	Special	Court	of	Over,	which	

meant	to	hear,	and	Terminer,	to	decide,	for	Suffolk,	Essex	

and	Middlesex	counties.	The	'irst	case	tried	in	these	spe-

cial	courts	was	Bridget	Bishop’s.	She,	as	with	the	majori-

ty	of	the	accused,	was	shown	to	be	living	a	lifestyle	away	

from	 that	 of	 a	 Puritan’s,	 with	 her	 main	 crimes	 being	

‘gossipy’	habits	and	promiscuity.	When	asked	about	her	

crimes	in	court,	she	pleaded	“I	am	innocent	as	an	unborn	

child”,	but	nevertheless	she	was	found	guilty	by	the	jury	

and	on	June	10th	1692,	she	became	the	'irst	person	to	be	

hung	on	what	would	later	be	known	as	Gallows	Hill.	The	

respected	minister,	Cotton	Mathers,	and	his	son	Increase	

Mather,	 pleaded	 to	 the	 courts	 to	 not	 allow	 the	 use	 of	

spectral	 evidence	 (evidence	 from	 the	dream	of	 the	wit-

ness	where	the	accused	person's	spirit	or	spectral	shape	

appeared	 to	his/her	witness	 in	a	dream	at	 the	 time	 the	

accused	person's	physical	body	was	at	another	location),	

but	the	court	largely	denied	his	requests	and	'ive	people	

were	sentenced	and	hanged	in	 July,	 'ive	more	in	August	

and	eight	in	September.	

	

Governor	 Phipps,	 in	 response	 to	 Mather’s	 plea	 and	 his	

own	 wife	 being	 questioned	 for	 witchcraft,	 prohibited	

further	arrests,	 released	many	accused	witches	and	dis-

solved	the	Court	of	Over	and	Terminer	on	October	29th.	

He	replaced	it	with	his	own	court	which	disallowed	spec-

tral	 evidence	 and	 only	 condemned	 three	out	 of	 'ifty-six	

defendants,	 but	 by	 this	 time	 it	 was	 too	 little,	 too	 late.	

Nineteen	 were	 hanged	 on	 Gallows	 Hill,	 a	 71-year-old	

man	 was	 pressed	 to	 death	 with	 heavy	 stones,	 several	

people	 died	 in	 jail	 and	 nearly	 200	 people	 overall,	 had	

been	accused	of	practicing	“the	Devil’s	magic.”	Following	

the	trials	and	executions,	many	involved,	like	judge	Sam-

uel	Sewall,	publicly	confessed	error	and	guilt.	On	January	

14th	 1697,	 the	 General	 Court	 ordered	 a	 day	 of	 fasting	

and	soul-searching	for	the	tragedy	of	Salem.	In	1702,	the	

court	declared	the	trials	unlawful	and	in	1711,	the	colony	

passed	 a	 bill	 restoring	 the	 rights	 and	 good	 names	 of	

those	 accused	 and	 granted	 £600	 restitution	 to	 their	

heirs.	 However,	 it	 was	 not	 until	 1957—more	 than	 250	

years	 later—that	Massachusetts	 formally	apologized	 for	

the	events	of	1692.	It	led	to	the	setup	of	the	group	that	is	

known	today	as	 ‘The	Association	 for	Daughters	of	Early	

American	 Witches’	 supporting	 the	 devastated	 female	

population	of	Salem,	of	which	a	shockingly	high	propor-

tion	of	the	town	had	been	one	of	the	accused	and	'ifteen	

of	the	twenty	citizens	that	were	executed	were	female	
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T 
hroughout	 history,	 the	 'ield	 and	 art	 of	 war	

has	 been	 and	 arguably	 still	 is	 dominated	 by	

the	 idea	 of	 masculinity	 and	 male	 valour.	

When	 thinking	 about	 samurais,	we	 normally	

associate	 them	with	men.	 However,	 long	 before	 society	

started	to	view	samurais	as	inherently	male,	there	exist-

ed	a	group	of	female	samurai,	every	bit	as	powerful	and	

as	 deadly	 as	 their	 male	 counterparts:	 The	 Onna-

Bugeisha.	

This	was	a	group	of	female	Japanese	warriors	that	de'ied	

societal	 constraints	 and	 emerged	 as	 one	on	 the	 'iercest	

group	 of	warriors	 ever	 known	 in	 Japanese	 history.	 The	

Onna-Bugeisha	 existed	during	 the	12th	 to	13th	 century	

in	 Japan.	 They	 were	 Japanese	 women	 who	 were	 born	

into	nobility	and	were	skilled	in	the	art	of	weaponry	and	

battle.	They	were	also	highly	educated	in	science,	mathe-

matics,	 and	 literature.	 Female	warriors	were	 in	 the	 no-

blest	 class	 of	 feudal	 Japanese	 society	 and	 would	 'ight	

alongside	 men	 during	 warfare.	 With	 all	 these	 abilities	

and	 skills,	 the	 Onna-Bugeisha	 was	 expected	 to	 protect	

the	 family	 household	 and	 village	 in	 times	 of	 unrest	 or	

war	and	they	were	ready	and	able	to	defend	themselves	

and	their	family	against	any	attack.	Most	men	went	to	the	

battle'ield	to	'ight	while	most	of	the	women	were	left	at	

home	 to	 'ight	 any	 invaders	 (there	 were	 some	 women	

who	also	went	to	battle).	They	were	trained	professional	

warriors,	and	 far	 from	subordinate	 to	any	male	patriar-

chal	'igures.					

They	were	even	trained	to	use	a	weapon	speci'ically	de-

signed	 for	women	called	 the	naginata	which	was	a	 long	

rod	with	a	curved	blade	at	one	end.	Due	to	 its	 length,	 it	

became	very	popular	as	it	was	easy	to	keep	attackers	at	

bay	 and	 used	 to	 counter	 attack	whilst	 riding	 on	 horse-

back.	Because	of	this,	it	was	easier	for	the	Onna-Bugeisha	

to	 'ight	 male	 warriors	 at	 a	 greater	 distance	 allowing	

them	to	make	up	for	any	lack	of	strength.	Since	the	male	

attacker	 was	 unable	 to	 get	 into	 hand	 to	 hand	 or	 close	

quarters	 combat,	 they	 were	 unable	 to	 overpower	 the	

well	trained	naginata	wielders.	Another	weapon	used	by	

the	 female	samurai	was	 the	Kaiken	dagger	which	was	a	

double-edged	blade	with	a	length	of	up	to	10	inches.	Usu-

ally,	 these	 daggers	 would	 be	 used	 for	 self-defence	 in	

small	 and	 con'ined	 spaces,	 where	 the	 wielder’s	 move-

ment	 was	 limited.	 Even	 though	 other	 weapons	 were	

commonly	 used	 as	well	 (kaiken,	 tanto,	 bow	 and	 arrow,	

etc)	 the	naginata	 ended	up	becoming	synonymous	with	

the	Onna-Bugeisha	image.	

One	of	 the	most	 famous	Onna-Bugeisha	warriors	 in	his-

tory	 was	 a	 brave	 and	 powerful	 woman	 called	 Empress	

Jingu.	Empress	Jingu	(c.	AD	169-269)	was	consort	to	Em-

peror	Chuai	 and	 served	 as	 regent	 of	 Japan	 from	209AD	

when	Chuai	died	until	269AD	when	her	son	Ojin	ascend-

ed.	She	 is	believed	to	have	 led	 the	conquest	of	Korea	 in	

200AD	and	to	have	been	incredibly	in'luential	in	helping	

Japan	gain	victory.,	even	though	at	the	time	the	culturally	

accepted	ideology	of	women	was	that	they	were	caretak-

ers	who	took	care	of	their	family’s	property	and	children.	

Empress	 Jingu	was	not	an	ordinary	woman,	she	was	an	

exception	to	the	rule.	

After	Empress	Jingu	paved	the	path	of	bravery	for	wom-

en,	 another	 Onna-Bugeisha	 was	 inspired	 and	 rose	
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through	the	ranks.	Between	1180	and	1185,	a	war	broke	

out	 between	 two	 ruling	 Japanese	 clans	 and	 resulted	 in	

the	 Genpei	 War	 which	 involved	 the	 Minamoto	 and	 the	

Tiara.	Both	clans	equally	believed	they	should	rule	over	

the	other.	Tomoe	Gozen	was	a	member	of	the	Minamoto	

clan	and	helped	them	to	rise	to	prominence.		In	1184,	she	

led	300	samurai	into	battle	against	2,000	opposing	Tiara	

clan	warriors	and	was	one	of	only	 'ive	 to	survive.	Later	

that	 year,	 during	 the	 Battle	 of	 Awazu,	 she	 defeated	 the	

Musashi	clan’s	most	prominent	warrior,	Honda	no	Moro-

shige,	decapitating	him	and	keeping	his	head	as	a	trophy.	

She	is	described	as	incredibly	skilful	on	the	battle'ield	as	

well	 as	 possessing	 high	

intellect.	In	battle,	she	dis-

played	 her	 expertise	 in	

archery	 and	 horseback	

riding,	 as	 well	 as	 mastery	

of	the	katana,	a	long,	tradi-

tional	samurai	sword.	Off	the	battle'ield,	she	was	just	as	

fearsome.	Her	 troops	 listened	to	her	command,	 trusting	

her	 instincts	 and	 strategies.	 Her	 high	 level	 of	 intellect	

allowed	her	 to	engage	 in	politics	and	word	of	her	capa-

bility	 quickly	 spread	 through	 Japan.	 For	 centuries	 after	

Tomoe	Gozen’s	reign,	the	Onna-Bugeisha	'lourished.	Fe-

male	warriors	made	up	a	large	part	of	the	samurai,	pro-

tecting	 villages	 and	 opening	 more	 schools	 around	 the	

Japanese	Empire	to	train	young	women	in	the	art	of	war	

and	 the	 use	 of	 the	 naginata.	 Though	 there	 were	 many	

different	 clans	 spread	 throughout	 Japan,	 all	 of	 them	 in-

cluded	samurai	warriors,	and	all	were	open	to	the	Onna-

Bugeisha.	

Nevertheless,	 sadly	 the	 in'luence	 of	 the	 Onna-Bugeisha	

eventually	 declined	 during	 the	 Edo	 period	 due	 to	 the	

in'luence	 of	 Neo-Confucian	 philosophy	 and	 the	 estab-

lished	marriage	market	of	 the	Edo	period	(1600–1868).	

Women,	 speci'ically	 daughters	 of	 most	 upper-class	

households,	were	seen	as	pawns	to	help	men	attain	suc-

cess	and	power.	Many	samurai	viewed	women	purely	as	

child	bearers	and	women	were	no	 longer	 seen	as	 equal	

counterparts.	In	fact,	the	idea	of	a	woman	'ighting	on	the	

battle'ield	seemed	almost	inconceivable.	The	daring	ide-

als	of	fearlessness,	bravery	and	dauntlessness	were	grad-

ually	 replaced	 by	 timidity,	

passiveness	and	blind	obe-

dience.	

In	the	wake	of	Internation-

al	Women’s	day	and	in	the	

context	of	events	going	on	in	our	society	like	the	ongoing	

debate	 on	 the	 gender	 pay	 gap	 and	 the	 various	 sexual	

scandals	 such	 as	 that	 of	 Harvey	Weinstein	 and	 his	 hei-

nous	acts,	this	forgotten	part	of	history	is	especially	reso-

nant.	 It	 is	of	utmost	 importance	that	women	are	able	to	

elicit	and	awaken	in	themselves	that	'ire	of	bravery	and	

de'iance	similar	 to	 that	of	 the	Onna-Bugeisha	and	stand	

as	dauntless	warriors.	Women	and	men	alike	should	pick	

up	 their	 weaponry	 of	 words	 and	 wield	 their	 voices	 to	

speak	out	 against	 the	 injustice	women	 face	 all	 over	 the	

world	 and	 help	 break	 the	 social	 constraints	 limiting	 us	

from	reaching	our	full	potential.	Women	are	not	victims,	

they	are	conquerors	

Michelle	Obama	tackled	childhood	obesity	with	her	’Let’s	Move’	campaign	
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I 
n	the	blink	of	an	eye	we	have	reached	the	fourteen-

month	anniversary	of	 the	Trump	presidency.	Nev-

ertheless,	 Donald	 Trump’s	 unpredictability	 and	

dismissal	 of	 political	 convention	 has	 consistently	

kept	world	leaders	biting	their	nails	worrying	about	the	

delicate	balances	of	diplomacy	to	this	day.	All	the	while,	

Melania	Trump	has	 seen	him	 through	his	 roller	 coaster	

ascension	to	political	power.	As	the	current	First	Lady	of	

the	 United	 States	 (FLOTUS),	 an	 important	 question	

posed	is	whether	she	has	so	far	proved	herself	as	effec-

tive	in	her	role.	

The	 criterion	 upon	 which	 each	 coming	 and	 going	 'irst	

lady	may	 be	 judged	 is	 an	 intriguing	 one	 because	 of	 its	

ambiguity.	 The	 informal	 title	 of	 ‘First	 Lady’	 only	 came	

into	use	 in	 the	1800s	and	arose	to	public	recognition	in	

1877	 when	 journalist	 Mary	 C.	 Ames	 called	 Lucy	Webb	

Hayes	"the	First	Lady	of	the	Land."	Previously,	the	Presi-

dents’	wife	was	often	addressed	with	titles	such	as	‘Lady’,	

or	‘Mrs	Presidentress’.	The	role	remained	as	such	for	the	

most	 of	 the	19th	 century,	 however	within	 the	 last	 hun-

dred	 years,	 trailblazer	 'irst	 ladies	 have	 each	 adopted	

much	more	 politically	 proactive	 stances,	 thus	 remould-

ing	the	conventions	of	the	role.	

For	 example,	 when	 Franklin	 D.	 Roosevelt’s	 affair	 with	

Lucy	 Mercer	 in	 1918	 arose,	 Eleanor	 Roosevelt	 showed	

the	 world	 her	 emotional	 resilience	 and	 remained	 mar-

ried	to	him,	though	it	was	more	of	a	political	partnership.	

With	her	 daily	newspaper	 column,	weekly	 radio	 broad-

casts,	and	regular	press	conferences,	she	fearlessly	took	

the	existing	public	platform	offered	to	her	through	being	

the	First	Lady	and	used	 it	 as	her	very	own	megaphone.	

Furthermore,	 following	 the	 end	 of	 World	 War	 Two	 in	

1945,	her	enthusiasm	for	 the	United	Nations	where	she	

served	as	the	'irst	chair	of	the	UN	Commission	on	Human	

Rights	led	to	the	drafting	of	the	Universal	Declaration	of	

Human	 Rights.	 I	 can	 safely	 say	 that	 Eleanor	 Roosevelt	

truly	went	above	and	beyond	to	ful'il	the	social	responsi-

bility	that	accompanied	her	position	as	First	Lady.	

Another	key	example:	Michelle	Obama’s	focus	on	reduc-

ing	 childhood	 obesity.	 Her	 ‘Let’s	 move!’	 initiative	

launched	in	2010	was	the	'irst	ever	national	plight	dedi-

cated	 to	 getting	 kids	 and	 families	 around	 the	 country	

eating	 healthier	 and	 exercising	 more.	 Her	 combination	

use	 of	 ‘soft’	 tactics,	 like	 publicising	 the	 start-up	 of	 the	

White	 House	 vegetable	 garden,	 advertising	 campaigns,	

and	doing	push	ups	with	Ellen	DeGeneres,	and	hard	tac-

tics,	such	as	stricter	regulation	of	 food	served	in	Ameri-

can	 schools,	 and	 reforming	 laws	on	 food	 labelling,	 have	

made	many	steps	in	the	right	direction.	While	it	may	be	

too	 soon	 to	 gauge	 the	 overall	 effect	 that	 her	 campaign	

has	 had	 on	 the	 long-term	 health	 of	 this	 generation’s	

youths,	she	has	put	the	key	issue	of	childhood	obesity	in	

the	awestruck	public	eye.		

Nancy	 Reagan’s	 ‘Just	 Say	 No’	 campaign	 against	 drugs,	

however,	was	one	that	amounted	to	lesser	success.	While	

the	slogan	proved	itself	to	be	a	catchy	lyric	that	made	its	

way	 onto	 mainstream	 radio,	 television	 and	 in'iltrated	

youth	groups	across	 the	nation,	 it	had	 little	 to	no	effect	

on	 rates	 of	 illicit	 drug	use.	 Rather,	 her	 campaign	 added	

salt	 to	 the	wounds	of	her	husband’s	new	zero	 tolerance	

stance	during	the	‘war	on	drugs’,	which	led	incarceration	

rates	for	nonviolent	drug	offenses	to	increase	aggressive-

ly	 from	50,000	 in	1980	 to	more	 than	 400,000	by	1997,	

and	may	have	fuelled	the	media’s	McCarthy-esque	hyste-

ria	surrounding	drugs.	

The	speci'ic	social	issue	that	Melania	Trump	is	aiming	to	

target	 is	 cyberbullying.	 Despite	 a	 yearlong	 lag	 after	 her	

announcement	 of	 her	 dedication	 to	 the	 cause	 in	 2016,	

the	 'irst	 anti-cyberbullying	 conference	 chaired	 by	 her	

was	held	very	 recently	on	20th	March	2018.	While	 I	do	

commend	her	 for	her	 'irst	 steps,	 I	 cannot	help	but	note	

that	 the	 poster	 boy	 for	 online	 Twitter	 disputes	 is	 her	

very	own	husband	whose	directed	attacks	on	social	me-

dia	 do	 not	 necessarily	 set	 a	 very	 good	 example	 for	 the	

behaviour	 the	 FLOTUS	may	 be	 hoping	 for	 of	 the	 youth.	

Melania’s	overall	reclusiveness	as	the	current	First	Lady	

is	perhaps	compensated	by	Ivanka’s	Trump’s	very	prom-

inent	role	in	the	White	House	and	global	political	affairs.	

Employed	as	Advisor	to	the	President,	it	can	be	said	that	

Ivanka	 is	 the	 de	 facto	 First	 Lady	 as	 her	 father	 consults	

her	 on	 diplomatic	 and	 political	 affairs.	 This	 situation	

loosely	mirrors	that	of	the	third	President	of	the	US,	wid-

ower	 Thomas	 Jefferson,	 as	 he	 requested	 his	 eldest	

daughter,	Martha	 to	 'ill	 the	 role	as	hostess	of	 the	White	

House.		

Anyhow,	looking	to	the	future,	perhaps	there	will	be	the	

'irst	First	Gentleman	of	the	US	(who	knows,	maybe	there	

currently	 is	one	 in	 the	 form	of	Vladimir	Putin,	 but	we’ll	

have	to	wait	for	Robert	Mueller	to	'inally	get	to	open	that	

can	of	worms	for	us).	Ultimately,	the	role	of	FLOTUS	has	

changed	 over	 time	 to	 encompass	 a	 myriad	 of	 political,	

social	 and	 domestic	 responsibilities,	 but	 at	 the	 same	

time,	 is	 one	 of	 substantial	 'luidity	 that	 does	 depend	 on	

the	First	Lady’s	own	ambitions	and	personality	

The Best and Worst of The US First 

Ladies  
By Daisy Hu, Year12 
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Y 
ou	will	have	probably	heard	of	Blackbeard,	the	

‘greatest’	pirate	to	sail	the	seven	seas,	or	Calico	

Jack	who	terrorised	the	oceans	in	the	18th	Cen-

tury.	 Many	 'ilms	 have	 been	 made	 about	 pi-

rates,	most	notably,	Pirates	of	the	Caribbean,	yet	there	is	

a	 distinct	 lack	of	women,	 in	 fact	

to	 many	 people,	 the	 idea	 of	 a	

female	 pirate	 is	 new.	 There	 are	

countless	 stories	 of	 men	 with	

'ive	 pistols	 strapped	 to	 their	

chest	 and	 a	 long	 twisted	 beard,	

and	to	many	people,	a	woman	as	

a	pirate	would	be	an	inconceivable	reality.	You	would	be	

forgiven	 for	 thinking	 that	 all	 the	 seafarers	 of	 the	 time	

were	men,	yet	you	would	be	omitting	one	of	the	greatest	

pirates	that	ever	sailed	–	Shi	Xianggu.	

As	you	may	have	guessed	from	her	name,	Shi	was	born	in	

the	 Guangdong	 province	 in	 south	 eastern	 China	 to	 a	

peasant	family.	Little	is	known	about	her	early	life,	as	she	

only	came	to	prominence	when	she	married	the	leader	of	

the	Confederation	of	the	South	China	Sea	–	a	pirate.	After	

winning	 a	 great	 victory,	 the	 leader	 decided	 that	 he	

should	take	a	wife	and,	from	a	group	of	captured	women,	

he	 selected	 Shi	 Xianggu.	 This	 was	 not	 unusual	 for	 the	

time,	but	in	a	daring	decision,	Zheng	Yi	(the	pirate	lead-

er)	decided	to	give	her	joint	con-

trol	of	the	'leet.	

In	 this	 instant	 Shi’s	 life	 had	

changed	 forever.	 Rather	 than	

living	 in	 poverty,	 she	 would	 be-

come	one	of	 the	most	 feared	pi-

rates	 of	 China.	 Considering	 the	 prejudices	 that	 women	

faced	in	oriental	Asia,	Shi	was	incredibly	effective	at	en-

forcing	order	on	her	troops	and	would	become	so	domi-

nant,	even	the	most	in'luential	rulers	of	China	could	not	

defeat	 her.	 Shi	 would	 rise	 to	 power	 with	 her	 husband	

throughout	the	early	19th	Century	until	his	death	in	1807.	

When	 Zheng	 died,	 the	 future	 of	 the	 pirates	 was	 uncer-

tain,	and	Shi	had	to	work	very	hard	to	keep	control	of	the	

80,000	 opium-smoking	 armed	 men.	 She	 acted	 swiftly	

and	claimed	the	succession	before	any	of	her	command-

ers	could.	She	appointed	Zheng’s	adopted	son	as	her	sec-

ond-in-command,	as	he	was	the	only	one	who	could	chal-

lenge	her	leadership.	She	then	proceeded	to	create	one	of	

the	 harshest	 set	 of	 rules	 that	 carried	 very	 ugly	 punish-

ments	 for	 those	 who	 dared	 break	 them.	 Any	 disobedi-

ence	 usually	 involved	 the	 offender’s	 head	 being	 cut	 off	

and	 thrown	 into	 the	 ocean.	This	not	 only	 furthered	her	

control,	 but	 also	 made	 a	 powerful	 statement	 to	 those	

who	may	have	opposed	her.	

Shi	 was	 also	 more	 scrupulous	 with	 any	 gold	 collected;	

after	each	raid	she	would	take	an	accountant	and	record	

the	 total	 gold	 collected	 before	 allowing	 it	 to	 be	moved.	

This	care	led	to	a	period	of	prosperity	and	stability	with-

in	 the	 confederation.	Bolstered	by	 this	 success,	 Shi	was	

ready	 to	move	 into	 a	more	 powerful	 position.	 She	 took	

advantage	of	the	increasing	trade	from	Spain,	the	Nether-

lands	and	Portugal.	She	would	offer	the	ships	‘protection	

money’	 that	 not	 only	 gave	 the	 pirates	 a	 stable	 regular	

income,	 but	 also	 allowed	 them	 to	monopolise	 the	 trade	

that	the	government	needed.	

When	the	governor	of	Guangdong	heard	of	 this,	he	sent	

the	 imperial	 navy	 to	defeat	 the	Confederation,	 but	with	

her	 vast	 stores	 of	 wealth,	 Shi	 had	 set	 up	 a	 network	 of	

spies	that	allowed	her	to	ambush	any	attacks	of	the	Chi-

Shi Xianggu  
The Greatest Pirate Who 

Ever Lived? 
By Matteo O’Donoghue, Year 9 

she acted swiftly and claimed the 

succession before any of  her 

commanders could 
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nese	navy,	whilst	still	keeping	a	tight	control	on	the	trade	

that	occurred.	Overall,	 the	Chinese	 lost	sixty-three	ships	

whilst	trying	to	control	the	pirates.	

Still	greedy	for	more	money	though,	Shi	turned	inland	to	

hold	the	villages	to	ransom	in	the	same	way	as	the	Euro-

pean	ships.	Any	village	that	did	not	pay	would	be	burned	

to	the	ground	and	the	villagers	slaughtered.	This	brutali-

ty	merely	emphasises	 that	 ruthlessness	of	a	 leader	who	

would	 not	 even	 take	 pity	 upon	 the	 poor	 villages	which	

she	came	from.	She	would	also	hold	European	sailors	to	

ransom	 or	 in	 some	 cases	 paid	 them	 to	 'ight	 for	 her	 in	

naval	battles	as	they	were	experienced	sailors.	

At	the	height	of	her	power,	Shi	had	control	of	800	vessels	

and	 her	 attacks	 meant	 that	

the	 Chinese	 navy	 had	more	

ships	in	for	repair	than	sea-

worthy	ones.	Using	her	cun-

ning	 and	 treacherous	 skills,	

Shi	managed	 to	 control	 the	

whole	 of	 China’s	 south-

eastern	 trade	until	 in	1809,	

the	 Chinese	 had	 to	 ask	 the	

Europeans	for	help	with	their	‘pirate	problem’.	The	Brit-

ish	sent	a	ship	belonging	to	the	East	India	Company	and	

the	Portuguese,	who	had	suffered	greatly	at	the	hands	of	

Shi,	sent	six	‘Man	of	War’	ships.	

This	 increased	'irepower	allowed	the	allied	 'leet	to	trap	

the	pirates	in	a	blockade	for	two	weeks.	Shi	believed	that	

she	 had	 'inally	 met	 her	 end,	 with	 most	 of	 her	 troops	

starving	and	many	ships	destroyed,	the	battle	was	look-

ing	 lost,	 until	 the	 allies	 sent	 'ire	 ships	 to	 'inish	 the	 pi-

rates.	This	plan	back'ired	when	the	wind	changed	direc-

tion	forcing	the	allies	to	'lee	and	saving	the	pirates.	

Despite	 this	victory,	 the	end	of	 the	pirate	Confederation	

was	near.	With	piracy	becoming	more	and	more	attrac-

tive,	internal	struggles	soon	broke	out	and	Shi	struggled	

to	maintain	control.		Finally,	in	1810	Shi	engaged	in	sur-

render	 talks	 with	 the	 government.	 With	 the	 governor	

eager	 to	 remove	 the	 pirates	 (who	 were	 leaving	 China	

dangerously	 open	 to	 attack)	 he	 agreed	 to	 give	 17,318	

pirates	pardons	and	allowed	them	to	keep	their	treasure.	

The	 Chinese	 navy	 gained	 control	 of	 the	 ships	 and	 only	

400	pirates	were	punished.	Remarkably	Shi	Xianggu	was	

allowed	 to	 live	 out	 her	 life	

in	the	province	and	lived	 to	

an	 incredible	 59	 years	 of	

age.	

This	 remarkable	 story	

shows	how	a	poor,	insigni'i-

cant	 woman	 with	 cunning	

and	ruthlessness	became	so	

powerful	 in	 a	 world	 that	 was	 saturated	 with	 her	 male	

counterparts.	She	managed	to	become	one	of	the	richest	

women	in	China	and	led	one	of	the	largest	armadas	that	

history	has	ever	seen.	She	even	inspired	the	character	of	

Mistress	 Ching	 in	 Pirates	 of	 the	 Caribbean,	 which	 only	

emphasises	the	important	role	that	she	played	in	history.	

She	is	undoubtedly	one	of	the	greatest	pirates	who	ever	

lived	

Shi	dominated	the	eastern	seas	after	living	in	poverty	for	much	of	her	early	life	

any village that did not pay would be 

burned to the ground and the villagers 

slaughtered 
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A 
melia	Earhart	was	an	American	aviator	whose	

ful'illing	life	led	her	to	setting	many	'lying	rec-

ords	and	becoming	 the	 face	of	women’s	avia-

tion,	 perhaps	 her	 most	 famous	 record	 was	

being	 the	 'irst	woman	 to	 'ly	 solo	 over	 the	 Atlantic.	 To-

wards	 the	end	of	her	 life,	 she	not	only	became	 the	 'irst	

woman	 to	 'ly	 the	2,408	mile	distance	 across	 the	Paci'ic	

between	Honolulu	and	Oakland	solo,	but	the	'irst	person	

altogether.	She	was	one	of	the	most	in'luential	'igures	in	

a	time	where	men	were	seen	as	more	important	in	socie-

ty	and	she	showed	them	that	women	can	do	everything	

that	men	can	and	in	her	case	more.	Her	life	ended	tragi-

cally	when	 in	 1937,	 she	was	 lost	 at	 sea	while	 trying	 to	

circumnavigate	the	globe	from	the	equator.	

Amelia	Earhart	was	born	in	Kansas	on	July	24th	1897.	It	

may	be	thought	that	her	life	was	relatively	uneventful	for	

a	while	but	 that	 is	wrong.	She	was	already	defying	per-

ceptions	 on	 what	 it	 was	 to	

be	female	at	this	time.	Early	

on	 she	 played	 basketball	

and	 for	a	while	she	went	 to	

college.	Her	personality	at	a	

young	 age	 was	 not	 some-

thing	her	mother	was	happy	

about:	 she	 was	 juggling	 an	

alcoholic	husband	with	not	having	much	money	and	her	

view	was	 that	 her	 daughter	 should	 be	 like	 all	 others,	 a	

lady.	But	Amelia	Earhart	didn’t	 follow	her	mother’s	 ad-

vice	and	carried	on	as	she	had	been	before.	 	She	played	

an	important	role	during	the	First	World	War,	where	she	

was	a	Red	Cross	Nurse	in	Toronto,	and	this	was	vital	 in	

the	 making	 of	 her	 aviation	 career	 as	 she	 was	 able	 to	

watch	planes	take	off	and	land	at	a	local	air'ield.	This	was	

her	 'irst	real	experience	of	such	aircrafts.	After	 the	war,	

she	returned	home	and	joined	Columbia	University	as	a	

pre-medical	 student	 in	 New	 York.	 However,	 she	 hadn’t	

forgotten	about	the	planes	she	saw	at	the	local	air'ield	in	

Toronto	during	her	time	at	war,	and	for	this	reason,	she	

decided	to	follow	her	dream	and	had	her	'irst	experience	

of	'lying	in	a	plane	in	1920,	as	a	passenger	with	the	leg-

endary	First	World	War	pilot	Frank	Hawks.	If	she	wasn’t		

that	interested	before	the	'light,	she	was	now	captivated	

and	was	sure	she	wanted	to	make	something	out	of	her	

love	for	planes.	

For	this	reason,	in	January	of	1921,	it	was	her	turn	to	be	

the	pilot	and	she	began	'lying	lessons	with	'light	instruc-

tor	Neta	Snook.	All	she	wanted	was	to	pass	her	test	and	

earn	her	licence	to	'ly.	She	put	in	the	effort	and	in	Decem-

ber	of	the	same	year	she	passed,	and	later	on	in	the	year	

she	bought	her	 own	plane	 second	hand	 called	 a	Kinner	

Airster.	‘The	Canary’,	as	she	nicknamed	it,	was	an	Ameri-

can	double	 seated,	 single	 engine	plane	 that	had	 its	 'irst	

'light	in	1920.	She	was	obviously	delighted	about	passing	

the	 test,	 but	 the	 lessons	 hadn’t	 been	 cheap.	 To	 pay	 for	

them	she	had	to	work	as	a	'iling	clerk	at	the	Los	Angeles	

Telephone	 Company,	 where	 she	 was	 able	 to	 raise	 the	

appropriate	funds.	The	passing	of	this	test	for	her	licence	

was	the	beginning	of	the	illustrious	'lying	career	of	Ame-

lia	Earhart.	

For	 many	 people,	 it	 would	 take	 a	 while	 to	 'ind	 their	

stride	 when	 getting	 their	 licence	 for	 the	 'irst	 time,	 but	

not	 for	 Amelia	 Earhart,	 as	within	 a	 year	 of	 passing	 her	

test	she	was	already	breaking	records.	The	'irst	of	many	

being	the	altitude	record	for	a	woman,	when	she	reached	

fourteen	thousand	feet	in	October	of	1922.	However,	she	

wasn’t	 done	 there	 and	her	 records	would	 become	 even	

greater.	 In	 June	of	1928	she	became	the	 'irst	woman	 to	

ever	'ly	across	the	Atlantic.	She	wasn’t	piloting	the	plane	

at	the	time	and	was	only	a	passenger	but	this	was	a	huge	

step	forward	in	aviation	history.	From	here	she	elevated	

her	'lying	career	from	being	a	passenger	and	became	the	

'irst	 ever	 woman	 and	 only	

the	 second	person	 to	pilot	 a	

plane	 solo	 across	 the	 Atlan-

tic	Ocean.	She	set	off	on	May	

20th	 1932	 from	 Canada	 and	

on	 the	 21st,	 one	 day	 later,	

her	aircraft	 landed	 in	a	 'ield	

in	 Northern	 Ireland,	 in	 the	

process	making	history.	 In	August	of	 the	 same	year	 she	

became	the	'irst	woman	to	'ly	solo,	non-stop	from	coast	

to	coast	across	the	North	American	continent.	With	every	

record-breaking	 'light	 she	 was	 breaking	 down	 gender	

barriers	that	had	stood	for	so	long	in	society.	All	of	these	

records	 from	when	she	 started	 'lying	up	 to	1935,	made	

her	the	'irst	woman	to	achieve	something	in	a	plane,	but	

now	she	was	to	become	the	'irst	person	ever.	In	January	

of	1935	she	became	the	'irst	person	to	ever	solo	'ly	 the	

2,408-mile	distance	across	the	Paci'ic	between	Honolulu	

and	California.	She	had	now	truly	cemented	her	name	in	

the	history	books.	

However,	Amelia	Earhart	wasn’t	only	famous	for	broken	

records	while	in	the	air:	she	was	also	famous	for	publish-

ing	 her	 own	book	 in	 1928	 and	 as	well	 as	 this,	 she	was	

also	 president	 of	 the	 99’s,	 which	 was	 a	 new	 women’s	

aviation	club	 that	promoted	 the	advancement	of	 female	

pilots	 that	 she	 helped	 to	 found.	 She	 was	 an	 all-around	

icon	and	inspirational	public	'igure.	

The	life	of	Amelia	Earhart	ended	tragically	when	herself	

and	navigator	Fred	Noonan	set	off	 from	California	 in	an	

attempt	 for	 her	 to	 become	 the	 'irst	 person	 to	 ever	 cir-

cumnavigate	 the	 globe.	 She	 was	 22,000	 miles	 into	 her	

trip	 with	 only	 7,000	 miles	 left	 when	 her	 airplane	 lost	

contact	with	 the	U.S	coastguard	on	her	approach	to	her	

next	 refuelling	 stop,	 a	 tiny	 island	 in	 the	 Paci'ic	 Ocean	

known	as	Howland	 Island.	 There	was	 a	huge	 two	week	

search	but	it	was	to	no	avail	and	Amelia	Earhart	was	an-

Amelia Earhart 
By Max Wingham, Year 9  

if  she wasn’t interested before the 
flight, she was now captivated and was 
sure she wanted to make something out 

of  her love for planes 
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nounced	lost	at	sea,	with	the	of'icial	con'irmation	of	her	

death	 coming	 on	 the	 5th	 of	 January	 1939.	 There	 have	

since	been	many	 trips	using	high	 tech	sonar	equipment	

to	search	for	the	plane	on	the	ocean	bed	but	still	no	luck.	

There	 are	 many	 theories	 about	 what	 happened	 to	 the	

two.	The	'irst	is	the	formal	report	written	by	the	govern-

ment	 which	 states	 that	 the	

plane	 didn’t	 have	 enough	

fuel	 to	 complete	 that	 leg	 of	

the	 journey	 and	 they	

crashed	 into	 the	 Paci'ic	

Ocean	 somewhere	 off	 the	

coast	 of	 Howland	 Island.	

This	 is	 the	 accepted	 theory	

on	 the	death	of	Amelia	Ear-

hart	but	 it	 isn’t	 the	most	popular.	The	other	 theory	 into	

the	 mysterious	 disappearance	 is	 called	 the	 Gardner	 Is-

land	 Hypothesis.	 The	 ‘International	 Group	 for	 Historic	

Aircraft	 Recovery’	 speculates	 that	 Earhart	 and	 Noonan	

veered	 off	 course	 from	Howland	 Island	 and	 landed	 the	

aircraft	 three	hundred	miles	 to	 the	 southwest	 on	Gard-

ner	Island.	This	was	an	uninhabited	island	at	the	time	of	

the	disappearance	but	only	a	week	later	navy	planes	'lew	

over	 the	 island	 and	 noted	 signs	 of	 habitation.	 It	 is	 be-

lieved	that	the	pair	may	have	survived	for	days	or	weeks	

on	the	island	before	eventually	dying.	There	is	evidence	

for	 this	 theory	as	many	artefacts	were	 found:	a	piece	of	

plexiglass	 shaped	 to	 the	 size	 of	 the	 planes	 window,	 a	

shoe	 dating	 back	 to	 the	 thirties	 and	 in	 addition	 to	 this	

there	 were	 also	 improvised	

tools	 found,	 all	 suggesting	

this	theory	may	be	true.		 

 

Ultimately, the death of 

Amelia Earhart is one of avi-

ation’s great mysteries, but 

it doesn’t detract from the 

obvious fact that the life of this hero broke down many 

gender barriers at the time, which is still a problem in 

the social system we have today. Her in'luence still lives 

on in the world today: she was one of the 'irst female 

pilots to show the world that men weren’t the only peo-

ple to be in charge and these messages are still very 

much true 

with every record-breaking flight she 
was breaking down gender barriers that 

had stood for so long in society 

Amelia	Earhart		as	a	volunteer	nurse	in	Toronto	in	the	latter	part	of	World	War	I	
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A 
lthough	famous	for	being	the	second	wife	and	

queen	 of	 Henry	 VIII,	 and	 for	 her	 subsequent	

beheading	 because	 of	 Henry’s	 impatience	 at	

her	 failure	 to	

produce	 a	 male	 heir,	

Anne	 Boleyn’s	 legacy	

runs	 deep	 into	 English	

history	 and	 her	 bravery	

in	 not	 conforming	 to	 tra-

ditional	 expectancies-	

especially	 by	 rejecting	 a	

king-	 provoked	 a	 revolu-

tion	which	shaped	British	

history	forever.	

Daughter	 of	 Thomas	 Bo-

leyn,	 a	 noble	 diplomat	

and	a	trusted	favourite	of	

Henry	 VII,	 and	 his	 wife	

Elizabeth	 Howard,	 Anne	

Boleyn’s	 birth	 details	 are	

disputed,	 although	 she	

was	 probably	 born	 be-

tween	 1501	 and	 1507.	

Her	early	years	were	split	

between	 the	 family	 resi-

dence	 at	 Blickling,	 and	

Hever	 castle	 in	 Kent.	 She	

was	promptly	sent	-	when	

old	enough	-	to	be	a	maid	

of	honour	for	Margaret	of	

Austria’s	 household	

(ruler	 of	 the	 Nether-

lands),	which	was	 a	 duty	

every	 lady	 of	 high	 class	

had	 to	 serve	 at	 that	 time	

as	part	of	their	education	

to	 manage	 living	 in	 an-

other	household.	

She	 moved	 on	 to	 become	 a	 maid	 of	 honour	 for	 Henry	

VIII’s	 sister	 Mary,	 who	 was	 due	 to	 wed	 Louis	 XII	 in	

France,	and	her	role	was	subsequently	altered	to	tending	

for	 Queen	 Claude,	 Mary’s	 stepdaughter.	 In	 her	 seven	

years	of	service,	Anne	devel-

oped	 her	 interest	 for	 reli-

gious	 philosophy,	 the	 arts	

and	 French	 culture,	 and	 be-

came	 experienced	 in	 the	

game	of	courtly	love.	

A	 key	 moment	 which	 may	

have	 sparked	 Anne’s	 inter-

est	in	the	reform	of	the	Catholic	faith	in	later	life	seemed	

to	have	 come	during	her	 stay	 in	France.	 It’s	 known	 she	

made	acquaintance	with	King	Francis’	sister,	Marguerite	

de	 Navarre,	 who	 was	 a	 supporter	 of	 the	 supposedly-

treacherous	reformers	and	an	author	of	borderline	blas-

phemous	books	 in	 the	eyes	of	 the	Church;	she	was	only	

protected	 from	 judge-

ment	 by	 her	 status.	 It	

seems	 this	 is	 what	 in-

clined	 Anne	 to	 take	 an	

interest	in	the	new	idea	of	

reforming,	which	 she	 lat-

er	 pursued	 to	 challenge	

the	pope	himself.	

Recalled	 from	 her	 duties	

in	1522	upon	being	called	

to	 marry	 her	 cousin	

James	 Butler	 in	 order	 to	

settle	 a	 dispute	 over	 the	

title	 and	 estates	 of	 Or-

mond	which	were	inherit-

ed	 by	Anne’s	 grandmoth-

er	 but	 seized	 by	 James’	

father,	Sir	Thomas	Boleyn	

argued	 the	 case	 and	 took	

the	matter	 to	King	Henry	

who	 decided,	 fearful	 that	

the	 situation	 could	 spark	

an	 Irish	 civil	 war,	 that	

Anne	 and	 James	 would	

marry,	 with	 the	 castle	

paid	over	as	a	dowry.	The	

plans	never	 came	 to	 frui-

tion	 and	 marriage	 plans	

ultimately	halted.	

By	this	time	it	was	known	

that	 Anne’s	 older	 sister	

Mary	 had	 become	 the	

mistress	 of	 the	 king,	 de-

spite	 being	 married	 to	 a	

noble,	 William	 Carey.	

Anne	 was	 'irst	 recognised	 by	 the	 English	 court	 during	

this	 time	 as	well,	 accompanying	Henry’s	 younger	 sister	

to	 elaborate	dances	where	 she	 became	a	 centrepiece	of	

competition	among	the	men	of	the	court.	

She	caught	 the	king’s	 eye	 in	

the	mid	1520s,	 and	he	 soon	

became	 infatuated	 with	 her	

and	 offered	 her	 a	 chance	 to	

be	 his	 mistress.	 However,	

her	 unexpected	 rejection	 of	

the	 offer	 and	 her	 shocking	

demand	 to	 be	 made	 his	

queen	not	 only	undermined	 the	 expectations	 of	women	

in	 the	patriarchal	 society	of	 the	 time,	 but	also	opened	a	

huge	new	chapter	of	British	history	and	entered	them	in	

Anne Boleyn 
By Marcus Pitchley, Year 11  

Elizabethan	portrait	of	Anne	Boleyn,	possibly	derived	from	a	

lost	original	of	1533–36		
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a	bitter	brawl	with	the	Catholic	church.	

In'luenced	 by	 his	 determination	 to	 wed	 Anne,	 Henry	

went	head	to	head	with	the	pope	to	break	the	church	of	

England	from	the	faith,	while	Anne	was	a	silent	champi-

on	 of	 the	 reformation.	 She	 took	 steps	 to	 reform	 by	 de-

manding	 Henry	 appoint	 new	 bishops,	 encouraged	

banned	 Lutheran	 bibles	 amongst	 her	 maids,	 protected	

scholars	working	on	translating	the	scriptures,	and	cam-

paigned	for	the	return	of	Richard	Herman,	an	exiled	re-

formist.	 Her	 embrace	 of	 the	 cultural	 change,	 fuelled	 by	

her	desire	to	become	queen,	leads	us	to	believe	her	brave	

and	 seemingly	 traitorous	 actions	 provoked	 a	 change	 in	

the	 whole	 religious	 doctrine	 of	 a	 country	 and	 the	

monarch’s	ties	to	it	for	centuries	to	come.	

During	 this	 time	she	became	central	 to	diplomatic	 rela-

tions	and	alliances.	She	played	a	critical	role	 in	solidify-

ing	 alliances	 with	 France,	

which	 earned	 Henry	 and	

England	 the	 support	 of	 a	

powerful	 country	 to	 reject	

Rome’s	rulings	and	go	forth	

with	 the	 marriage.	 It	 was	

said	by	 the	ambassador	 for	

Milan	in	1531	that	it	was	vital	to	have	her	approval	if	one	

wanted	to	in'luence	the	English	government,	proving	her	

signi'icance	in	spearheading	the	new	reformation	of	the	

time.	

She	 was	 crowned	 queen	 in	 June	 1533,	 still	 'ighting	 for	

the	new	religious	era,	ensuring	 those	who	 failed	 to	 rec-

ognise	her	as	Queen	such	as	Thomas	More	and	John	Fish-

er	were	imprisoned,	and	she	continued	to	promote	evan-

gelicals	and	protect	those	who	wished	to	study	the	con-

troversial	scriptures	of	Tyndale.	She	gave	birth	to	a	girl,	

Elizabeth,	in	September	of	the	same	year,	a	disappointing	

blow	to	the	royals,	sparking	the	'irst	edition	to	the	series	

of	events	that	caused	a	bigger	rift	between	the	pair.	

Her	independent,	rebellious	and	carefree	attitude	gained	

her	 a	 reputation	 for	 having	 qualities	 undesirable	 in	 a	

wife;	it	was	once	recorded	that	“she	spoke	to	her	uncle	in	

words	that	shouldn’t	be	used	towards	a	dog.”	Her	public	

appearance	and	reputation	began	to	spiral	into	a	state	of	

pure	havoc,	 perceived	 as	 the	 catalyst	 for	 ongoing	prob-

lems	made	by	Henry’s	government.	

By	 1536	Henry	 had	 grown	 tired	 of	 Anne,	 'inding	more	

favour	in	Jane	Seymour,	an	attendant	of	Anne’s	court.	He	

called	on	Thomas	Cromwell	 to	 carry	 out	 a	 devised	plot	

which	would	convict	Anne	of	adultery	and	provide	him	

with	a	reason	to	have	her	killed.	Mark	Smeaton	and	Hen-

ry	Norris	were	both	arrested	in	late	spring	and	supplied	

crucial	 evidence	by	admitting	 to	being	 in	a	 relationship	

with	Anne.		

Further	 arrests	 came	 later	

on	 to	 bolster	 the	 case,	 all	

convicted	 of	 the	 same	

crime,	 with	 the	 'inal	 ar-

restee	 her	 brother,	 George	

Boleyn,	who	was	charged	with	incest.	Anne	was	behead-

ed	on	19th	May	1536.	

Overall,	despite	being	a	tragic	but	in'luential	queen,	it	is	

what	she	did	before	she	became	queen	that	de'ines	her	

as	an	 incredibly	 important	 female	 'igure	 in	history.	Her	

ability	 to	 not	 just	 break	 normal	 gender	 barriers,	 but	 to	

dispute	 the	 traditional	 role	 of	 a	 woman	 with	 the	 King,	

required	both	boldness	and	courage.	Her	 importance	 in	

the	 reformation	 of	 the	 Church	 that	 still	 lives	 on	 today	

cannot	 be	 overstated,	 ensuring	 her	 legacy	 not	 just	 as	

Henry’s	second	wife,	but	as	so	much	more	

by 1536 Henry had grown tired of  Anne, 
finding more favour in Jane Seymour, an 

attendant of  Anne’s court 
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T 
he	middle	ages.	A	period	of	history	where	 the	

language	of	diplomacy	was	war,	bloodshed	and	

conquest,	 one	 woman	 ascended	 to	 the	 fore-

front	 of	 the	 mine'ield	 that	 was	 12th	 century	

European	politics	and	changed	the	 face	of	the	continent	

with	 her	 in'luence	 over	many	monarchies	 and	 duchies.	

This	woman	was	Eleanor	of	Aquitaine.	

	

She	 was	 born	 in	 1122	 in	 Bor-

deaux,	 the	 capital	 of	 Aquitaine,	

to	 the	 future	duke	of	Aquitaine,	

William	 X,	 and	 Aenor	 of	

Chatellerault.	 Eleanor	 was	 the	

heir	to	the	immensely	rich	lands	of	Aquitaine	and	Poitou	

that	 comprised	most	 of	what	we	 call	 France	 and	would	

eventually	 become	 the	 'irst	 and	 only	 Duchess	 of	 Aqui-

taine	 and	 Pointou	 to	 hold	 the	

title	by	her	own	right.	She	was	

also	 graced	 with	 intelligence,	

eloquence	 and	 unwavering	

creative	 energy,	 with	 these	

characteristics	 continuing	 to	

blossom	 in	 her	 childhood	 due	

to	 the	 atmosphere	 of	 civility	

found	 in	 Aquitaine,	 where	

women	 had	 liberties	 rarely	

found	elsewhere	in	Europe	and	

they	 mixed	 freely	 with	 men.	

From	an	early	age	Lady	Eleanor	

was	 cast	 into	 the	 spotlight	 of	

Western	Europe.	

	

On	Good	Friday	1137,	while	 in	

the	 city	 of	 Compostella	 on	 pil-

grimage,	Eleanor’s	father,	Duke	

William	 X	 of	 Aquitaine,	 passed	

away	and	Lady	Eleanor	ascend-

ed	 to	 full	 control	 of	 the	Duchy	

of	 Aquitaine,	 making	 her	 a	

Duchess	aged	15.	Four	months	

later	 she	 was	 engaged	 to	 the	

only	 surviving	 son	 of	 Louis	 VI,	

King	 of	 France,	 Louis	 Le	 Jeune	

(Louis	 the	young).	On	the	25th	

July	1137,	she	married	the	heir	

to	 the	 French	 crown	 and	 by	

Christmas	 she	 became	 the	

Queen	of	France,	uniting	the	two	dynasties	into	a	formi-

dable	alliance.	The	young	couple	 seemed	deeply	 in	 love	

and	 Queen	 Eleanor	 moved	 to	 Paris:	 a	 very	 impressive	

12th	century	city	although	it	lacked	many	of	its	qualities	

that	make	 it	 one	 of	 the	most	 celebrated	 capitals	 in	 the	

world	today.	She	introduced	many	liberal	and	contempo-

rary	 customs	 from	 Aquitaine	 such	 as	 its	 language,	 re-

spect	 for	women	and	 fashion,	all	of	which	helped	to	de-

velop	 the	 city	which	was	 in	 the	 early	 stages	of	 a	 gothic	

revival.	

	

Unfortunately	for	the	royal	cou-

ple,	 after	 seven	 years	 of	 mar-

riage	 Eleanor	 had	 yet	 to	 con-

ceive,	having	had	an	earlier	mis-

carriage.	 She	 would	 eventually	 have	 	 two	 daughters,	

Countess	Marie	of	Champagne	(1144)	and	Countess	Alix	

of	Blois	(1150),	but	the	lack	of	a	male	heir	for	the	French	

throne	 strained	 her	 slowly	 de-

clining	 relationship	 with	 King	

Louis	 VII.	 It	would	 take	 a	 'inal	

turn	for	the	worse	as	King	Lou-

is	VII	 answered	Pope	Eugenius	

III’s	 call	 for	 a	 second	 crusade.	

To	the	shock	of	the	12th	centu-

ry	 nobility	 and	 aristocracy,	 El-

eanor’s	 keen	 sense	 of	 adven-

ture	lead	to	her	accompany	her	

husband	 and	 the	 royal	 couple	

left	 Paris	 in	 1147	 for	 the	 Holy	

Lands.	They	would	 arrive	 back	

in	 Paris	 in	 1150	 after	 a	 disas-

trous	 French	 expedition	 in	 the	

Second	 Crusade	 and	 amidst	

rumours	 that	 Queen	 Eleanor	

was	 unfaithful	 to	 her	 husband,	

which	 further	 strained	 their	

relationship.	 On	 March	 21st,	

1152	the	marriage	of	Louis	and	

Eleanor	 was	 pronounced	 null	

by	 the	 pope	 and	 was	 annulled	

for	 consanguinity	 due	 to	 the	

fact	 that	 they	were	 third	 cous-

ins.	 Eleanor	may	 have	 lost	 her	

title	as	Queen	of	France	but	the	

separation	opened	a	new	chap-

ter	in	her	life.	

	

Just	eight	weeks	after	the	disso-

lution	of	her	 'irst	marriage,	Eleanor	re-married.	On	May	

18th,	1152	wed	the	Duke	Henry	of	Normandy,	the	great	

Eleanor of 

Aquitaine  
By Stefan Titus-Glover, Year 10  

Eleanor	was	Queen	of	both	France	and	England	

from an early age Lady Eleanor 
was cast into the spotlight of  

Western Europe 



Retrospect	

32 

grandson	 of	William	 the	 Conqueror,	 who	 had	 inherited	

the	 counties	 Maine,	 Anjou	 and	 Touraine	 the	 previous	

year	from	his	father	Geoffrey	Plantagenet.	Henry	became	

the	heir	 to	 the	English	 throne	 in	1153	after	a	very	 suc-

cessful	military	expedition	campaign	in	England	in	which	

he	 gained	 support	 of	many	 lords	 and	 nobles,	 inheriting	

the	 kingdom	 on	 his	 uncle	 King	 Stephen's,	 death	 a	 year	

later.	Eleanor	 joined	her	husband	 in	England	 in	Decem-

ber	1154,	accompanied	by	their	four	month	old	son	Wil-

liam.	They	were	crowned	King	Henry	II	and	Queen	Elea-

nor	of	England	by	the	Archbishop	of	Canterbury.	

	

The	 ascension	 of	 her	 husband	 to	 the	 English	 Throne	

completed	Eleanor’s	long	list	of	titles,	making	her	Queen	

of	 England,	 Duchess	 of	 Aquitaine,	 Countess	 of	 Anjou,	

Countess	 of	Maine,	Duchess	of	Normandy	and	Countess	

of	 Nantes.	 She	would	 become	 the	 start	 of	 the	House	 of	

Plantagenet	or	the	Angevin	dynasty	and	the	Angevin	Em-

pire,	 which	 would	 last	 four	 centuries	 and	 covered	 the	

western	half	of	France,	all	of	England	and	parts	of	Ireland	

and	Wales.	King	Henry	II	set	about	consolidating	his	do-

mains	with	the	help	of	his	queen,	Eleanor.	She	 travelled	

inexhaustibly,	 shoring	 up	 loyalties	 and	 cementing	 the	

new	 political	 bloc,	 spending	 long	 periods	 on	 the	 road	

ensuring	the	monarchy	was	present	and	relevant	across	

its	 many	 cultural	 divides:	 from	 Hadrian's	 Wall	 in	 the	

north	 to	 the	 Pyrenees	Mountains	 on	 the	 French	 border	

with	Spain.	

	

When	Henry	was	away,	she	became	 intimately	 involved	

in	directing	the	empire’s	governmental	and	ecclesiastical	

administration.	 Eleanor	 frequently	 administered	 justice	

in	his	absence,	arbitrating	in	disputes	over	land	and	feu-

dal	dues,	and	presiding	over	 law	courts.	She	also	kept	a	

careful	watch	over	the	taxes	of	her	empire.		In	addition	to	

this,	 for	 thirteen	 years,	 Eleanor	 kept	 busy	 bearing	 her	

unfaithful	 husband	 eight	 children.	 Inherently	 aware	 of	

dynastic	 needs,	 she	 worked	 hard	 to	 broker	 their	 mar-

riages	 and	 ensure	 they	 enjoyed	 powerful	 alliances	 and	

positions	 on	 the	 continent,	 strengthening	 the	 Angevin	

Empire.	However	King	Louis	VII’s	third	wife	'inally	gave	

him	 a	male	 heir	 on	 August	 22nd	 1165,	 the	 future	 king	

Philip	II	Augustus,	 	who	would	destroy	the	Angevin	Em-

pire	by	1223.	

Queen	 Eleanor’s	 marriage	 with	 Henry	 may	 have	 fallen	

into	disarray	in	the	1170s	but	she	would	still	be	a	promi-

nent	 'igure	 in	European	politics	until	her	death	 in	1204	

at	the	incredible	age	of	82.	She	would	play	a	very	active	

role	 in	 both	 of	 the	 kingships	 of	 her	 sons,	 Richard	 and	

John,	and	she	would	re-engage	fully	with	the	political	and	

administrative	 affairs	 of	 her	Anglo-French	domains	 and	

become	the	Regent	of	England	whilst	her	son,	King	Rich-

ard	I,	was	away	on	the	third	crusade.	

	

Eleanor	 of	 Aquitaine,	 former	 Queen	 of	 France	 and	 Em-

press	of	the	Angevin	Empire,	was	one	of	the	most	politi-

cally	 important	 and	 in'luential	 people	 in	 12th	 century	

Europe.	Her	 incredible	personality	radiated	 intelligence,	

eloquence,	 unwavering	 creative	 energy	 and	 con'idence,	

making	 it	 instrumental	 to	 the	 success	 which	 has	 made	

her,	in	the	eyes	of	many,	the	most	powerful	and	enlight-

ened	woman	 of	 the	 entire	medieval	 epoch,	 if	 not	 in	 the	

history	of	Europe	

Eleanor	was	one	of	the	most	politically	important	and	in>luential	people	in	12th	century	Europe	
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T 
he	 Retrospect	 podcast	 team	 were	 very	

pleased	 to	 interview	renowned	author	and	

historian	 Jessie	 Childs	 who	 spoke	 with	

them	on	a	number	of	topics,	from	the	Eliza-

bethan	 era	 to	 her	 early	 interests	 in	 history.	 Jessie	

read	 history	 at	 Brasenose	 College,	 Oxford,	 before	

writing	two	award	winning	books:		Henry	 VIII’s	 Last	

Victim	 and	God's	 Traitors.	 She	also	appears	regularly	

on	 TV	 and	 radio,	 most	 recently	 contributing	 to	 the	

BBC	documentary	Elizabeth	 I’s	 Secret	 Agents.	Here	

you	can	read	an	excerpt	from	the	interview: 

 

Often	 in	 history	 Queen	 Elizabeth	 I	 is	 depicted	 as	 a	

strong	 monarch.	 Do	 you	 believe	 this	 reputation	 is	

justi4ied	and	if	so	why? 

Yes and no, a typical historians answer! The kingdom 

was not strong in her reign, really 

all that much and it certainly 

wouldn't have felt like that living 

through it: it was under siege 

from Catholic Europe, there were 

invasion threats and not just the 

Armada but the threats after-

wards. There were plots against 

Elizabeth’s life, there were assas-

sination attempts and it only 

would have taken one 'lash of the 

blade, one bullet, and she would 

have been wiped out and as 

would Protestant England itself 

in the sense that it probably 

would have been a Catholic. And 

in the 1590s, of her last decade, it 

was a terrible time. There were harvest failings, there 

were riots, there was unemployment, there was high 

taxation, there were the lowest average wages since rec-

ords began and you got tough, tough laws, vagrants be-

ing had by martial law and Elizabeth basically shutting 

up Parliament and not paying her soldiers and all the 

Armada heroes. To answer your question yes, she was a 

strong monarch as she dealt with all of that over 44 years 

which took remarkable strength. She commanded au-

thority, she had personal authority, she projected 

strength and she stood up to very strong men: the Am-

bassador, Parliament and absolutely everyone. She was 

as tough as old boots and she did have the heart and 

stomach of a King in that sense and that's what she need-

ed to survive. She probably does deserve to be known as 

a strong monarch but not for being tolerant or ‘good 

Queen Bess’ or any of those 17th century myths, where 

they were going through Civil War and looked back on 

this reign and raised it to the spectacles. But she was 

strong by being intolerant and tough and  'ierce in her 

reactions to rebellion, so yes but not in the way that peo-

ple would think of her. 

 

You	 pointed	 out	Queen	 Elizabeth’s	 commanding	 as-

pects.	 Do	 you	 believe	 that	 there	 is	 a	 particular	 era,	

apart	 from	 the	 modern	 age,	 that	 women	 had	 the	

greatest	in4luence	and	control? 

I don't know if anyone has seen this and if not I recom-

mend it highly: Amanda Foreman’s ‘Ascent	 of	 Women’	

where she goes back to ancient societies such as the Su-

merians in 4000 BC in Iraq and she argues that back 

then, women had the same privileges as men in all sorts 

of areas of life: in commerce, society, education and pub-

lic space and it's only later that they were excluded from 

those spheres of in'luence, such as when civilizations 

start to write down laws and 'ight wars. Looking more 

recently, and ordinary women, 

it's very hard to say, but there are 

times when very powerful wom-

en and quite a sort of sisterhood 

of women such as the modern 

rulers of the 16th century, where 

you have Isabella of Castile who 

presided over the Spanish Inqui-

sition or Catherine de’ Medici of 

France, who was a very sort of 

Cersei Lannister type person. 

Then you have Margaret of Aus-

tria, Mary of Hungary and then 

the Tudor Queens, Mary Queen of 

Scots, and that was a time where 

there were circumstances, either 

dynastically because they inherit-

ed the throne or because they became Regents, where 

women did have a lot of power. Otherwise, for ordinary 

women, you see that there are certain 'lash points or 

moments of crisis like war, like persecution or other ex-

traordinary moments where the normal hierarchy and 

conventions are broken down a bit so for example in 

‘God's	 Traitors’	 I have some pretty powerful, cool women 

called Anne Vaux and Eleanor Brooksby who were two 

sisters and they basically kept the Catholic mission going. 

They harboured priests and they travelled with them 

providing a cover for them and they got away with things 

that men couldn't simply because they had a lesser sta-

tus in society. So sometimes you do get 'lash points like 

that, but otherwise you’ve got to go back to ancient soci-

eties to see it as good as it is today and I wouldn’t want 

to live in any other era than today, let’s put it that way. 

 

The	full	interview	can	be	heard	on	our	accompanying	

podcast,	 along	 with	 interviews	 with	 our	 very	 own	

student	writers	and	this	edition’s	alumni	writer 

Jessie Childs 
Historians Insight 
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G 
lobal	 decolonisation	 is	 potentially	 the	 most	

signi'icant	process	that	took	place	during	the	

twentieth	 century.	 The	 legacy	 of	 empire	 left	

throughout	 Africa,	 Asia	 and	 the	 Caribbean	

still	 to	 this	 day	 impacts	 global	 politics	 and	 diplomacy.	

Thankfully,	 the	end	of	empire	was	reached	and	the	pre-

vailing	 force	 that	pushed	 through	 this	 global	 independ-

ence	was	the	generation	of	nationalism.	This	overwhelm-

ing	 feeling	 that	one	belongs	 to	what	Benedict	Anderson	

called	an	 ‘Imagined	Community’	 is	an	extremely	power-

ful	 and	 potentially	 dangerous	 force.	 These	 ‘Imagined	

Communities’	 consist	 of	 groups	of	 people	within	 a	 geo-

graphically	 determined	 area	 who	 will	 never	 physically	

meet	one	another	but	for	unexplained	reasons	feel	a	po-

litical	and	emotional	solidarity.	It	can	be	a	force	for	good	

but	equally	when	combined	with	fanaticism	and	insecu-

rity	can	produce	extremely	xenophobic	policies.	

	

Luckily	the	nationalisms	seen	across	British	Africa	were,	

for	the	most	part,	a	force	for	good,	removing	the	malign	

British	 Empire	 and	 replacing	 it	 with	 African	 independ-

ence.	Unfortunately,	more	often	than	not	men	have	been	

recorded	to	have	dominated	the	decolonisation	process,	

whether	 that	 be	European	 government	of'icials	 or	 edu-

cated	African	elites,	and	women	have	been	all	but	left	out	

of	the	narrative.	New	scholars	have	started	to	look	at	the	

contribution	 of	 African	 women	 to	 the	 development	 of	

African	nationalisms	and	have	found	that	women	carried	

out	an	instrumental	role	in	the	development	and	dissem-

ination	of	anti-colonial	nationalisms	to	the	grassroots	of	

British	Africa.	Within	 this	 there	has	been	 a	progression	

from	 Partha	 Chatterjee’s	 limited	 argument	 that	 it	 was	

only	at	home	 in	 the	 ‘spiritual	domain’	 that	women	con-

tributed	 to	 the	 nationalist	 cause	 by	maintaining	 the	 in-

digenous	 culture	 against	 the	 threats	 of	 Western	 in'lu-

ence.	Now,	as	the	studies	into	the	female	contribution	to	

the	nationalist	cause	deepen	it	becomes	clear	that	wom-

en	should	be	attributed	far	more	public	agency	than	this.	

They	did	not	learn	nationalism	from	elites,	but	produced	

and	disseminated	 their	 own	variant	 of	 nationalism	 that	

was	 then	adopted	by	elite	politicians.	As	such,	national-

ism	should	be	viewed	as	both	a	transfer	of	ideas	from	the	

top	down	but	also	from	the	bottom	up.	

	

However,	despite	being	absolutely	vital	to	the	nationalist	

cause	 (historians	 such	 as	 Susan	Geiger	 discuss	 the	 cru-

cial	 role	 of	 women	 in	 the	 Tanganyikan	 'ight	 for	 inde-

pendence)	it	has	also	been	found	that	women	were	con-

sistently	 side-lined	 by	 their	 African	 male	 counterparts.	

Timothy	Scarnecchia	argues	that	historians’	inclusion	of	

women	 in	 their	 work	 through	 the	 study	 of	 ancillary	

‘Women’s	 Leagues’	 is	 limited	 as	 these	 works	 failed	 to	

understand	 the	 marginalisation	 women	 experienced	 in	

making	their	own	demands	part	of	the	nationalist	agen-

da.	 It	would	be	misconstruing	facts	however	 to	now	as-

sume	 that	 women	 were	 thusly	 unimportant	 to	 the	 na-

tionalist	cause.	Despite	their	marginalisation	they	contin-

ued	 to	 disseminate	 the	 nationalist	 doctrine	 throughout	

the	population,	translating	the	elite	message	to	a	popular	

audience.	 The	 historiography	 has	 now	 progressed	 fur-

ther	as	more	recently	feminist	historians	have	sought	to	

elucidate	 the	clashes	between	males	and	 females	 in	 the	
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anti-colonial	 movements.	 Susan	 Rodgers	 looked	 at	 the	

Kom	women	 in	 Nigeria	 whose	 struggles	 have	 not	 been	

granted	the	title	of	‘nationalistic’	due	to	the	paternalistic	

perceptions	 from	 both	 the	 colonial	 administration	 and	

the	indigenous	populations.	These	women	produced	the	

majority	of	the	people’s	food	but	their	farming	was	made	

impossible	 by	 colonial	 anti-erosion	 laws.	 The	 all-male	

local	council	were	not	interested	in	tackling	this	particu-

lar	issue	as	some	saw	it	as	a	progressive	step	to	moderni-

sation.	 Consequently,	 7,000	Kom	women	 started	 a	mili-

tant,	 anti-colonial	 protest	 without	 the	 authority	 of	 the	

male	leaders.	Despite	the	scale	of	the	movement,	the	long

-term	payoffs	 for	women	were	 limited:	 one	 seat	 on	 the	

local	 council	was	granted	but	 the	 female	 representative	

was	 consistently	 overruled.	 Despite	 their	 protests	 and	

vital	 dissemination	 of	 nationalism	 through	 the	 lower	

echelons	of	African	society	women	were	continually	mar-

ginalised	after	 independence	as	well	 and	 forced	 to	 'ight	

‘two	 colonialisms’,	 the	 British	marginalisation	 and	 then	

the	African	marginalisation	of	their	interests.		In	the	mid-

1980s	 only	 six	 percent	 of	 women	 held	 national	 legisla-

tive	positions,	of	which	only	two	percent	were	members	

of	the	cabinet	clearly	emphasising	their	perpetual	subor-

dination	 despite	 their	 crucial	 role	 in	 disseminating	 na-

tionalism.	

	

Scarnecchia	looked	at	‘displaced	women’	in	Rhodesia	and	

how	 their	 aims	 for	 independence	 differed	 to	 that	 of	

‘respectable’	 men.	 ‘Displaced’	 women	 were	 those	 who	

worked	 in	 illegal	 professions	 such	 as	 prostitution	 and	

who	were	subsequently	being	removed	from	cities	by	the	

municipality.	 More	 and	 more	 ‘displaced’	 women	 were	

able	 to	 access	 the	 formal	 labour	 market	 due	 to	 labour	

and	wage	 improvements	 leading	 to	 frustration	amongst	

the	 respectable	 classes.	 This	 frustration	 culminated	 in	

the	Bus	Boycott	riots	in	1956	where	sixteen	women	were	

raped	and	the	women’s	hostel	torn	down.	The	gendered	

nature	of	nationalistic	movements	has	only	recently	been	

looked	at	and	assessed	properly.	In	the	earlier	historiog-

raphy,	 it	 was	 believed	 that	 there	 was	 a	 direct	 link	 be-

tween	the	elite	and	popular	desires	so	 it	made	sense	 to	

assume	that	all	the	various	groups	were	included	within	

this	 agenda.	 However,	 more	 thorough	 studies	 have	

proved	that	this	is	not	the	case.	

	

Whilst	 texts	 like	 Geiger’s	 Tanganyikan	 study	 do	 show	

that	women	were	essential	in	progressing	and	proliferat-

ing	the	nationalist	message	they	were	unfortunately	mar-

ginalised	by	male	 elites	 throughout	Africa	who	 failed	 to	

recognise	 their	crucial	contribution.	Luckily,	 the	women	

in	question	were	extremely	resilient	and	although	being	

side-lined	during	and	after	nationalistic	movements,	still	

worked	for	their	vision	of	independence	within	a	greater	

umbrella	term	of	African	nationalism	
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Afterword 
We	hope	that	you	have	enjoyed	the	latest	issue	of	Retrospect.	This	issue	has	delved	in-

to	an	overview	of	women’s	history,	has	explored	some	quite	extraordinary	women	and	

detailed	some	ground-breaking	events	in	the	history	of	women.	Most	importantly,	it	

has	undoubtedly	asked	the	question	of	the	future	and	what	is	yet	to	come	in	the	'ight	

for	equality	between	the	sexes.	Check	out	our	accompanying	podcast,	linked	on	the	

school	website,	for	an	in	depth	discussion	on	topics	raised	in	this	issue	along	with	an	

interview	with	Old	Suttonian	Nick	Woolgar	and	historian	Jessie	Childs.	Thank	you	

again	to	all	our	writers	for	their	excellent	submissions	and	look	out	for	the	last	edition	

of	this	year,	coming	in	the	summer	term.	

Until	next	time,				

Your Editors      

Miss	Wain	 James	Webb Tom	Hagley Simon	Knowles 

Follow	us	on	Twitter	@SGS_History	

Jet	Divaharan	 Josh	Field-Smith	 Harry	Ashworth	 Jakub	Mikulski	 Mr	Shergold	




