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IN RECENT years, despite consistently upholding the phenomenal standard of annual publica-
tions, The Suttonian has remained very much the same. We therefore decided to renovate the 

publication with this new endeavour of digital termly editions. The magazine was once a termly 
publication and we have decided to revert back to this structure, hopefully enabling us to do justice 
to the eclectic, dynamic and diverse nature of the school’s activities by ensuring we document and 

commentate on all ventures thoroughly.

However, credit must be given when credit is due. This issue would not have been made possible 
if it was not for the tireless and enthusiastic work of both the Junior and Senior Editorial Teams as 
well as our Staff Editor, Mr Marshall. I must also express my gratitude to my Producer, Slava Styrkas, 

for brilliantly designing this publication. 

I realise that this is only the first of, hopefully, many digital editions to come and we realise that this 
is issue is far from what it has the potential to be. However, I am sure that the publication will contin-
ue to develop and evolve throughout the course of this year as well as the years to come and I am 
excited to see what the future has in store for The Suttonian. I have taken great pride in overseeing 
the publication, albeit only for a few months so far, and the progress we have already made so far 
bodes well for the future. In the spirit of keeping this brief, I will bring this to an end. So, without 

further ado, I proudly present to you Online Edition 1 of: The Suttonian. 

Yours sincerely, 

Hari Kandiah, Editor-in-Chief.

Slava Styrkas, Producer

Hari Kandiah
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Successful and prosperous 
term for the school“
Both Year 10 and Year 11 Enterprise days have occurred this term with both days being 
enlightening for the current cohort of Upper School students. In addition to this, all three 
Trade Fairs have taken place which will surely lead to the birth of some budding entrepre-
neurs among us. The Year 9s also experienced the infamous ‘Murder Mystery’ Challenge 
Day which provided a riveting and enthralling experience for all those involved. Sutton 
Grammar School’s History Society also released the 15th Issue of ‘Retrospect’ which pro-
vided a fantastic and in depth look into the theme of peace and how it is central to history 
with some truly riveting articles being published. Moreover, they also produced a memo-
rial to the Old Boys who fought and survived in World War One; allowing everyone an 
insight into their extraordinary lives. The memorial and the magazine are both available on 
the school website. 

The Silver Duke of Edinburgh group carried out their expedition over the summer whilst 
having to deal with the arid and dry conditions created by the heatwave which persisted 
over the summer holidays. Well done for completing it! There was also a trip run by the art 
department to the Victoria and Albert museum which was of great benefit to those GCSE 
and A Level Students. 

The Combined Cadet Force also had a very productive term with both October and Re-
cruits’ Camp being successes. Perhaps more importantly, they had the honour of repre-
senting Sutton Grammar School by aiding at the Cenotaph Parade; one which marked the 
100th anniversary of the end of World War One. 

The Autumn Term also brought about one of the most prominent House Events in the 
school calendar: House Football. This showed vicious competition in Years 7-10 whereas 
the Year 11,12 and 13 competitions still have everything to play for. 

The end of the term was marked by the Christmas Concert, which showcased the talents of 
the plethora of gifted individuals we have within the school but also allowed the creative 
aspect of the school to shine through. 

Here, I have provided a brief summary of what generally has been a successful and pros-
perous term for the school. Most of what is mentioned is covered in more depth so for 
more information, please read ahead.

TERM IN 
REVIEW
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THE AUTUMN term marks the beginning of a new school year and is always met with a hub 
of excitement and anticipation by some, for others it was the ominous presence of exams 

looming over them during the summer holidays. Nevertheless, there have been some signifi-
cant events which have occurred this year ranging from the sphere of sport to other activities 
occurring within the school. 

With regards to sport, the 1st XI enjoyed somewhat limited success in the National Cup, 
making it through to the 4th round before being knocked out. Despite this, when looked at in 
perspective with the gargantuan scale of the tournament, this shows itself to be an impressive 
feat. However, all hopes of success are not lost as they have shown strong form in the District 
Cup, sailing through the early rounds. This year has also shown a renewed vitality when it 
comes to the rugby team with the 1st XV showing their worth in a comprehensive demolishing 
of local rivals Wilsons and suffering a narrow defeat to Wallington Boys; this shows great prom-
ise for the future. Borough Cross Country and indoor athletics also yielded fantastic results 
whereas ‘basketball fever’ has swept across the school, with the basketball team having seen 
some action this term too.



STARTING AT a new school 
is always a daunting pros-

pect, even more so when the 
majority of people have been 
there for five years longer than 
you. However, despite being 
nervous at the beginning, we 
adapted to the relatively dras-
tic change of moving from an 
all girls school to Sutton Gram-
mar School. This is due, in part, 
to the welcoming and accom-
modating atmosphere creat-
ed by both the students and 
the teachers. Moreover, the 
range of people we were able 
to meet through tutor groups, 
classes and clubs, has allowed 
us to get to know our whole 
year group much more quick-
ly than we had anticipated. 

What makes Sutton so unique, 
is the inter-year relationships 
that form through schemes 
such as the Year 12 Mentor 
programme and the Form Pre-
fect programme.  But more sig-
nificantly, the relatively small 
size of the school allows for 
a tight-knit community and it 
is evident that this closeness 
permeates all the year groups. 

As a pupil coming from a com-
prehensive school, I have no-
ticed a significant difference in 
the way pupils approach their 
educational prospects and 
personal attributes. This al-
lows students to have a more 
well rounded skill-set which 
is applicable in a wider range 
of jobs, providing them more 
opportunities to succeed in 
what they wish to pursue. The 
Grammar School environment 
also gives pupils a healthy, 
competitive mindset, in ad-

dition to a strong foundation 
from which they can work from.
The balance between school 
work and extracurricular activi-
ties has allowed us to be suc-
cessful not only in our educa-
tion but in the interactions we 
have with other pupils, both in-
ternal and external. As new stu-
dents we anticipated the transi-
tion to take longer to adjust to, 
but were pleasantly surprised 
with how natural the move was.

Having joined medical socie-
ty in the second half-term, my 
knowledge on contemporary 
medical issues and topics has 
grown which subsequently 
heigtened my interest in stud-
ying medicine at university. 
Having talked about organ 
donation systems during one 
session, I decided to incorpo-
rate this idea in my Global Per-
spectives essay. This reflects 
how medical society was a 
great foundation platform for 
providing interesting, topical 
information that has helped 
me in other areas of school 
work. This extra-curricular soci-
ety will be a great aid for lat-
er on in the school year when 
applying for medicine and 
helping to expand our knowl-
edge regarding upcoming sub-
jects in the field of medicine. 

The first term has passed re-
markably quickly but, hopeful-
ly, has set us up well for a suc-
cessful final two years at school. 

Having to read a 
map in order to get 
to Music was quite
 a change from 
last year!

“ The relatively small 
size of the school 
allows for a 
tight-knit community

“

ONE TERM IN:

A REFLECTIONYEAR
7
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AFTER HAVING attended 
the enthralling induction 

day last summer, I was left with 
high expectations of Sutton 
Grammar School. After a long 
summer, I anticipated the start 
of the new term with excite-
ment. I was not disappointed.

  I still, and always will, remem-
ber my first day vividly: it was 
unforgettable. Firstly, we were 
given our timetables which 
were to be copied into our 
newly-given planners and I got 
a glimpse as to what life was to 
be like for the next few years of 
my life. One of the things which 
particularly struck me about 
secondary school life was 
something that is perhaps not 
necessarily appreciated: we had 
to actually move classrooms. 
Our form tutors, anticipating 
that some of use would have 
difficulty with this, had given us 
maps at the start of the day in 
order to help us navigate the 
school. Having to read a map 
in order to get to Music was 
quite a change from last year!

The diverse curriculum at the 
school is also allowing me to 
develop my character and 
become a more well-round-
ed person as a whole. Due to 
learning a wide range of sub-
jects, I am definitely being 
challenged, but the enthusiasm 
of the teachers is undeniably 
allowing each individual stu-
dent to unlock their full poten-
tial. The most riveting subject 
so far has undoubtedly been 
Chemistry. Despite feeling like 
a 21st Century Einstein in the 
making, I have not yet had my 
eureka moment but Chemistry 

has definitely been a blast…
literally. One of the experi-
ments did not go as planned!
 
The canteen is another area 
of the school which perhaps 
becomes underappreciated as 
you get older within the school. 
Unlike my previous school, 
there is a wide variety of choic-
es; the modern biometric finger 
scanner also impressed me as 
well as my fellow Year 7s. The 
‘Snack Shack’ has proven to be 
a fan favourite this year: most of 
the time there is a longer queue 
for this than the actual canteen!

Despite this, the most appeal-
ing thing I have found at the 
school is definitely the atmos-
phere within the community; I 
feel like I have integrated into 
it well. Furthermore, I feel a 
sense of comradery and even 
brotherhood with my fellow 
students whereas I feel com-
fortable talking to my teach-
ers about any matter; they will 
give me the support I need.
 
As proud as I was representing 
the school in chess and help-
ing out on open evening, my 
best moment of the year so far 
has definitely been my house, 
Lenham, winning the House 
Football Championship. Af-
ter a stupendously close con-
test, I was overjoyed to find 
out that we won: the news is 
still sinking in if I am honest. 

Overall, I have really loved 
my first term here at Sut-
ton Grammar School and 
I am excited to see  what  
the future brings for me. 

YEAR
12



WELCOME TO

YEAR 12
GOING INTO Year 12, I did 

not anticipate much of a 
change from GCSEs howev-
er, I was soon to find out that I 
was very mistaken. Considering 
everyone takes around a third of 
the number of subjects they took 
last year, I expected to have a 
lot of free time but little was I to 
know that most of my so called 
‘free periods’ would be need-
ed for revision. The workload is 
“equivalent of the past five years 
of education in school crammed 
into just two”. However, not all 
of Sixth Form life is as morbid as 
I may have presented it. Due to 
the fact that teachers specialise 
in their own subjects in coalition 
with you choosing your own op-
tions, everyone in the classroom 
is passionate about what is be-
ing taught. Moreover, you get a 
real sense of individuality when 
it comes to the lessons; teach-
ers pay more attention to each 
individual. Despite the workload 
being heavy, it is only in the sub-
jects that you enjoy, which helps 
to motivate you to sit down and 
do the needed revision. Where-
as in lower school I thought I 
was wasting my time on sub-
jects I did not enjoy, I no longer 
have that issue in Sixth Form. 

As a Further Maths student, I 
soon came to the realisation that 
the pace of lessons would be a 
lot faster than single maths. Basi-
cally covering a new topic every 
lesson, any work to clarify under-
standing needs to be done out-
side of the classroom. Personally, 
I would only recommend the sub-
ject to those who are really pas-
sionate about Maths purely due 
to the fact that a vast amount of 

time needs to be spent doing it; 
more than half of your timetabled 
lessons would be Mathematics. 

As for Chemistry, the pace of les-
sons is definitely slower than Fur-
ther Maths, but is still significantly 
faster than I expected it to be. It is 
also generally considered as one 
of the hardest A Levels due to the 
level of understanding required 
but also because you need to ap-
ply knowledge in the correct way. 
Therefore, a lot of time is spent 
doing practice questions out of 
lessons but this is definitely nec-
essary. Again, like Further Maths, 
I would only recommend Chem-
istry to those who really enjoy it. 

Physics, in my opinion, is the eas-
iest subject out of my options. 
It requires little factual recall 
compared with other sciences 
and is heavily based on the ap-
plication of knowledge.  I would 
recommend physics to anyone 
wanting to take a science sub-
ject since it’s easy to understand 
and is an interesting subject.

For any current Year 11s reading 
this who are undecided on their A 
Levels choices, my advice to you 
would be to choose what you en-
joy. The difficulty of A Levels and 
the workload that comes with it 
is not to be underestimated and 
it is always easier to spend time 
doing something that you are 
passionate about. However, if 
you do find that you are strug-
gling with one of your subjects, 
there is always the chance to 
switch subjects before October. 

SCIENCE

WHEN I chose my A Levels in 
the middle of Year 11, I had 

not fully grasped that in under a 
year I would no longer be study-
ing my twelve GCSE subjects. At 
the time, my only focus was the 
prospect of doing twenty-seven 
exams in the summer: anything 
beyond that seemed too distant. 
Returning to school in September 
seemed alien after the ten week 
break, with the majority of my 
work ethic left in the same place 
as my neglected GCSE revision 
guides. Unlike the vast majority 
of my year group, I had opted for 
a more humanities based array of 
subjects: History, English Litera-
ture, Geography and Music. Usu-
ally the first question asked when 
I share my subject choices with 
my friends is, “why have you not 
picked Maths?” But I am sure I can 
convince you that you don’t have 
to do Maths and Triple Science.

History is a subject I have always 
wanted to pursue; it was my first 
definite A Level choice. I was 
looking forward to the debates, 
discussions and documentaries 
that had been a staple during 
GCSEs. Although these have fea-
tured, History has contributed 
to more than half of the home-
work that I do – I have already 
written seven essays and notes 
fifteen thousand words long. It 
would be hard to justify the ex-
traordinary workload if it were 
not for the engaging topics on 
the course, which range from 
the Wars of the Roses to Chair-
man Mao’s China. Mr Marshall’s 
Friday lunch sessions serve as a 
useful insight into the nature of 
University history study. Retro-
spect allows students to research 
history unrelated to their course.
In my opinion, History should 
be a subject any Year 11 
student should consider.

I had not considered English Lit-
erature until I started GCSEs. We 
have to read six or seven books 

on the course, as well as “read 
around” the various genres that 
the books we study in class are 
from. So far, from the genre of 
tragedy, I have revisited the plot 
of Macbeth we read in Year 9, 
and watched the film “The Great 
Gatsby.” With smaller classes the 
lessons are engaging, making 
English Literature a good choice 
for anyone who wants to sup-
plement (or avoid) the sciences.

My third subject is Geography, 
which is probably my most di-
verse subject, with topics rang-
ing from Climate Change to Ur-
ban Planning. The textbook may 
look daunting to start with, but 
in reality, only one topic out of 
three is chosen from each sec-
tion which makes the workload 
much more manageable. Lati-
tude 51 is another opportunity 
that comes along with studying 
Geography with Chief Editor po-
sitions being available. The Bar-
celona trip in March is expected 
to be fantastic and the whole 
class is looking forward to it.

Music was definitely the least 
picked subject. With a class of 
only two, it has a similar struc-
ture to the GCSE:  a composition 
component; a performance sec-
tion and a final test at the end 
of the two year course. There is 
the School Orchestra to get in-
volved in, the Senior Choir and 
A Capella which supplement the 
curricular course. It is a fantas-
tic opportunity to explore one’s 
more creative side and hopefully 
in subsequent years more peo-
ple will pick music as an A Level.

So far, I have found the work 
manageable and more enjoy-
able, even though the sub-
jects are a significant step up. 
One term in and I am enjoying 
all of my A Levels, and I would 
certainly recommend all of 
them to any Year 11s current-
ly contemplating their choices.

HUMANITIES
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YEAR 9 
CHALLENGE DAY

AS THE Year 9 classes lined up 
outside the hall on a chilly 

Thursday morning, anticipation 
filled the air as we contemplated 
what the day was to entail. We 
entered the hall and immediately 
noticed the dead sixth former ly-
ing in a chair on stage. Soon, Mr 
Brook (who was leading the day 
alongside Mr. Turner) announced 
that the theme of this challenge 
day would be ‘Murder Mystery’. 
In addition to doing a team build-
ing exercise, we would have to 
complete three activities that 
would help us solve the crime. 

We began the day with an interro-
gation of each suspect. All clad in 
prohibition-era mobster clothing. 
All having equally sketchy back 
stories. We had five minutes with 
each of these men, trying to gain as 
much information as possible from 
them (this was more difficult with 
those who didn’t speak English!). 
Next, a research mission. We had 
an hour to research everything in 
our evidence folders using the in-

ternet. After cracking many codes 
and researching gangsters, each 
group was much more confident 
about their suspect than before.

After break, we had to complete 
four simple team-building activ-
ities within our groups, ranging 
from stepping stones to a “gut-
ter-ball” task to a pop-culture quiz. 
From every activity teams gained 
points and information which was 
vital in identifying the suspect.

After lunch, we headed to our final 
activity: a forensics task. We were 
given different samples as well 
as a substance that could detect 
the freshness and traces of urine 
in these samples. Once passed 
through a flame, any samples 
which had high concentrations of 
urine would turn lilac; we were 
constantly on the lookout for this. 
In the end, only one sample met 
the requirements, and we used this 
information as our team discussed 
who committed the murder.
After around a quarter of an hour 

of heavy discussion, the hall fell 
silent as Mr Turner asked the mur-
derer of Frankie Punzi (the dead 
sixth former) to step forward. 
Some sixth formers teased us by 
stepping forward, only to sit down 
again. This cycle happened a few 
turns, and then finally stopped 
as one person who had stepped 
forward said “I murdered Frank-
ie Punzi.” Mr Turner announced 
who had won based on accuracy 
and attention to detail in the an-
swer sheet. The group was award-
ed a trophy, however their mo-
ments of glory were soon over as 
the day had to come to an end. 

I learnt to never be certain of an-
ything. Your suspect might have 
been framed, or may have just 
been a suspicious character nd, if 
you put him down and it’s wrong; 
you have just convicted an in-
nocent man.  Good luck to the 
current Year 8s - you will need it!

I learnt to never 
be certain of 
anything
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YEAR 10

ENTERPRISE DAY

Thirty pounds award 
(in 10 pound notes, 
to be split between 
six people - you see 
the problem?) 
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AN AIR of suspense and excitement flowed 
through the students of Year 10 in the days 

preceding Enterprise Day. Nobody was sure of what 
we were expected to do for an entire day, which 
was to be devoted to the concepts of buying and 
selling. We also did not know the theme Mr Denton 
had chosen for this year’s event. After a round of in-
spiring speeches by the advisers, an explanation of 
the skills we were to gain, and a description of our 
objectives, we were put straight to work. Our aims 
were to design a new car, make it commercially vi-
able and market it to the advisers. All of the teams 
spent the next sixty minutes brainstorming count-
less ideas, logos and slogans. We also had to think 
of an inspirational pitch to sell it to the advisors. 
Alas, our group was not one of the five winners that 
was chosen, but as we went out into the rain, I felt 
that with enough work we could win the overall day.

Returning after break, I felt more confident by the 
fact that the next task concerned marketing and 
design - the areas I preferred as this is actual, re-
alistic planning. The tasks themselves were fasci-
nating; create a revolutionary idea for the transport 
industry alongside a powerful marketing campaign 
and revitalise the concept of the car - an expres-
sion of one’s personality rather than a utility. Every 
team spent a lot of effort on this task. Entire sec-
tions of the school were surreptitiously used in 
order to film extensive, heart-wrenching adver-
tisements, websites were launched alongside so-
cial media campaigns by almost every group as 
well. Many sacrificed their lunch to create a Brand 
Pyramid, and by the end of the day, more peo-
ple were wearing branded t-shirts than blazers!

By half past two, the teams were making their con-
cluding pitches to the advisers. Sadly, my team 
was not selected to progress to the final five of the 
competition. They made the final pitches of the 
day, presenting their work to the whole year group 
and judges. While there may have been a little de-
bate among the students over whose presentation 
was the best, the final judgement went to the only 
group to have stated a completely original idea - to 
design a car specifically for those handicapped by 
physical or mental disabilities. The rather hurried 
and awkward presentation of the thirty pounds win-
ners award (in ten pound notes, to be split between 
six people - you see the problem?) provided a final 
moment of humour to complete an immensely suc-
cessful, enjoyable and enlightening Enterprise Day.



ON THE morning of the 20th No-
vember, Year 11 prepared them-

selves for another  normal school day. 
But this was not to be. No, this was to 
be a day packed full of teamwork ex-
ercises, important business decisions 
and, most importantly, “soft, transfer-
able skills”. This, was Enterprise Day.
 
As we gathered in the hall, we were 
introduced to a plethora of inspira-
tional business people who had kind-
ly given up their time to help guide 
and assist the decisions made by the 
different groups. Undoubtedly, one 
of the most popular mentors present 
at the day was our very own Mr Bur-
ton, whose ‘Greenpower’ project was 
the inspiration for the day’s central 
theme: sustainable cars. This topic- 
as we discovered in an engaging and 
informative lecture- is clearly perti-
nent to the future of not only trans-
portation but also business in gener-
al. This realisation seemed to settle 
the qualms of more cynical members 
of the year group who, at first, ques-
tioned whether we should be spend-
ing a day off timetable at all in Year 11.
 
Each group was given the task of de-
signing and branding the car of the 
future, drawing on potential ideas of 
sustainability and autonomous trans-
portation presented in the aforemen-
tioned talk. The results were... rath-
er unique, to say the least! Students 
were able to open their mind and 
create new technological concepts to 

solve the prominent issues of today. 
Before break, we pitched our ideas 
to the business experts who gave 
us useful advice on how to improve 
the pricing, structure and branding.
 
After break, the hall rang out in ex-
cited susurrations when we were in-
formed that as part of an improved 
pitch (we were to present that after-
noon), we could make a one-min-
ute advert for our car. Creativity is, 
without a doubt, a quality that our 
year group possess in abundance. 
We were in our element. One group 
decided to create an ‘interpretive’ 
music video, whilst another dressed 
one of its members in a floral frock, 
blonde wig and racing helmet!
 
We also spent the afternoon re-
searching the car industry, develop-
ing business plans and preparing 
the group pitch. Our efforts were 
motivated by the illustrious prize for 
the best group talk, which was to 
be £5 each and a bar of chocolate. 
No wonder we got so competitive!
 
Looking back on the day, it is un-
questionable that all who attended 
developed invaluable skills such as 
teamwork and creativity, as well as 
honing their business acumen. It was 
another incredible event, master-
minded and tirelessly organised by 
Mr Denton. Enterprise Day may be 
over, but our acquired “soft, trans-
ferable skills” will last a lifetime.
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Our acquired 
“soft, transferable 
skills” will last a 
lifetime
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LOWER SCHOOL

TRADE FAIR
THE ANNUAL Lower School Trade Fair; a world of 

opportunity. Hard workers hoped to walk away 
with ten (or more!) extra pounds in their pocket, 
whilst others came to show off their enterprise abili-
ties. Whatever the case, the decision to make partic-
ipation compulsory meant that the turnout was high, 
and enthusiasm undoubtedly higher. As for myself, 
my hours of preparation had made me one of the 
most ardent stall-runners on the day, eager to sell my 
products as best as I could. The hall was dotted with 
stalls selling a variety of goods, but most groups chose 
to sell Asian cuisines (which proved to be surprising-
ly popular). There were other contenders, selling 
popcorn, biscuits, milkshakes, and even doughnuts. 

Throughout lunch, the hall was swarming with 
teachers and students alike, intently browsing the 

extremely varied selection that my year group had 
decided to display. In total, twenty-seven stalls 
took part, leaving rubbish scattered around the 
hall when the bell signalled the end of lunch. But 
not to worry! It was also our job to clean this up, 
much to the despair of my fellow classmates.

In the end, every group made a profit. The 
kind-hearted amongst us took the option to do-
nate our earnings to charity, whilst the majority 
rightfully split the money between their group, 
reasoning that this was the reward for a strenuous 
day’s work. A successful day for the customers, 
but an even bigger success for us businessmen.      

A successful day 
for the customers, 
but an even 
bigger success for 
us businessmen. 

USING THE word ‘packed’ to describe the hall 
on this particular Friday lunchtime would have 

been a criminal understatement. Why? The Upper 
School Trade Fair. A range of mainly baked goods 
was spread across the hall floor, being sold by stu-
dents who all had tempting culinary offerings: 
Brownies proved to be a predictable fan favourite, 
along with other home-baked goods such as cook-
ies and cupcakes. Some more experienced trades-
men in upper years came up with unique ideas for 
stalls. One such offering was ‘Topway’. With their 
slogan, “like Subway but better”, emblazoned on 
every inch of their stall, it promised delicious sand-
wiches at a low price: what is there not to love? 
There was also some entrepreneurial spirit shining 
through in the form of a stall selling a plethora of 
different Rubik’s cubes at a less-than-retail price. 
The range was immense and, although at times it 

seemed slightly unsanitary, the food was delectable. 
After thirty-five minutes of intense selling, many 
sought to try and haggle their way into buying a 
doughnut for ten pence, giving stall owners an op-
portunity to make a few more pounds before the 
bell rang to signal the end of the chaos. Students 
and teachers alike walked away, certain they had 
just secured a multitude revolutionary bargains. 
When an exhausted Mr Denton collected up the 
final totals, nearly everyone made a profit, and 
some made up to thirty pounds – an immense fig-
ure considering the space of time they were given. 

As always, the Upper School Trade Fair had 
provided a valuable insight into the harsh 
world of business; perhaps more so for the 
students who ended up in minus figures! 

UPPER SCHOOL

TRADE FAIR

Brownies proved to be  
a predictable fan

favourite
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ISRAEL VS PALESTINE; another 
issue in the Middle East that has 

faded away from the foreground 
of western news channels as both 
the UK and US focus on domes-
tic issues. Whilst coverage of the 
conflict is not as prevalent in the 
media today, strife in the area 
is ongoing. Peace agreements 
have been in the works since the 
1970s but to no avail. To evalu-
ate whether peace can be made 
between the two sides - and 
in particular, a two-state peace 
agreement - the origin of the 
conflict must first be understood. 

The conflict began just over a 
century ago; the region had been 
under Ottoman Empire rule for 
centuries before, with the region 
containing a diverse set of reli-
gions that coexisted. Christians 
and Jews were considered ‘dhim-
mi’ or ‘protected’ under Ottoman 
law which allowed them to live 
within the Middle Eastern region 
for centuries under Islamic rule. 
However, in the early 1900s there 
was a surge in Arabs not just iden-
tifying as ethnic Arabs, but also 
as ‘Palestinians’ - which was a dis-
tinct national identity. Alongside 
this, the Zionist movement had 
been established as a political 
movement in 1897 after decades 
of resurgence. Zionism is the Jew-
ish aspiration to ‘return to Zion’, a 
biblical event where Jews return to 
the Land of Israel. This has been a 
part of the Jewish religion for over 
a millennium but was not actively 
discussed until their persecution in 
Russia and Europe during the late 
1800s. This desire to create the 
Jewish Nation of Israel among the 
Jewish community clashed with 

the idea of a Palestinian nation. 

After World War One the Ottoman 
Empire collapsed and was dis-
mantled by the British and French 
under the Sykes-Picot agreement 
and later by the more official Trea-
ty of Sevres. Britain, taking control 
of the region, named it the “British 
Mandate for Palestine”. Under the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 made 
by Great Britain, a national home 
for the Jewish people was to be 
supported in the region of Pales-
tine. As a result, Britain accepted 
thousands of Jewish immigrants in 
the early years of the 1920s but as 
hostilities increased between the 
Arab and Jewish communities, 
immigration was limited. Over the 
course of the 1920s and 1930s, 
rioting was carried out by both 
the Jewish and Arab population 
in Palestine. The first two-state 
agreement was proposed under 
the Peel Commission of 1937 but 
the refusal to negotiate by the 
The 1947 UN proposal Issue 15 
11 Arab leadership and the out-
break of the Second World War 
meant the proposal was ruled out. 

Following World War Two and af-
ter the atrocities of the Holocaust 
were fully discovered, interna-
tional support for a Jewish state 
was galvanized. Masses of Jews 
fled Europe for Palestine follow-
ing the war. Recognising the po-
tential for disaster in the region, 
the newly formed United Nations 
created a committee in 1947 “to 
prepare for consideration at the 
next regular session of the As-
sembly a report on the question 
of Palestine”. This committee 
would draw up its first iteration on 

the split of the Palestinian region. 

The UN proposal was successful 
in accomplishing its planned ob-
jectives: Israel and Palestine were 
now independent states and Je-
rusalem, a holy site for both Islam 
and Judaism, was an internation-
al city. However, both sides were 
unhappy with the proposal. Israel 
felt they had a rightful claim on Je-
rusalem due to its majority Jewish 
population. The Arab leadership 
argued that it violated the rights 
of the 67% of the Palestinian pop-
ulation who were non-Jewish. 
After this proposal, every Arab 
leader objected to the creation 
of a Jewish state which escalat-
ed the conflict into Israel against 
the Arab states situated in North 
Africa and the Arabian peninsula. 

Since 1947 the conflict has gone 
through cycles of increasing and 
decreasing tensions between Is-
rael and the other Arab states. 
Hostilities peaked during the Ar-
ab-Israeli War in 1948 and the Six 
Days War in 1967. Following the 
Six Days War, Israel has occupied 
most of the Palestinian claimed 
territory. During the 1970s, hos-
tilities decreased between Israel 
and the Arab states, switching 
the conflict back to a more lo-
calised Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. Since then Hamas has been 
formed; an organisation attempt-
ing to liberate Palestine. They call 
their actions “armed resistance” 
against Israel, which includes 
terrorist acts against civilians, 
with the international commu-
nity split on recognising Hamas 
as a terrorist organisation or not. 

A quieter method of invasion, 
arguably conducted by the Is-
raeli government, has been the 
movement of Jewish people into 
the occupied Palestinian territory. 
These ‘settlers’ have made their 
homes in the West Bank and Gaza 
regardless of resistance from the 
native citizens. The Israeli govern-
ment subsidised the cost to move 
for the settlers and these new 
communities have brought along 
armed Israeli soldiers, forcing Pal-
estinians from their land as a re-
sult. There are now hundreds of 
thousands of settlers in Palestini-
an territory, which has been con-
demned by the international com-
munity but with no further action 
taken. A long-term result of this 
will be the increasing difficulty to 
draw state borders as Jewish peo-
ple gradually permeate through 
the region, making it much less 
likely for Palestine to have an in-

dependent state. As former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter has said: “The 
pre-eminent obstacle to peace is 
Israel’s colonization of Palestine.” 
Carter has identified the move-
ment of Jewish people illegally 
into occupied Palestine as the un-
deniable and unmatched factor in 
preventing peace in the region. 

There have been further attempts 
to implement two-state peace 
agreements without success; the 
Oslo Accords and Camp David 
II, both resulting in failure. More 
recently Donald Trump changed 
American foreign policy in callous 
style by recognising Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel in December 
2017. Whilst this may seem minor, 
it goes against the unequivocal in-
ternational view that the city must 
remain international or be split 
between the two states. Recognis-
ing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital le-

gitimises Israeli settlement-build-
ing in the east of the city and 
makes any peace talks impossi-
ble for years to come. Whether 
there was any chance before this 
decision is up to interpretation. 

Some consider the two-state solu-
tion to be dead for a number of 
reasons. The Palestinian leader-
ship is divided between two gov-
ernments that cannot unite - Ha-
mas and the Palestinian Authority 
- which lacks the political legitima-
cy to make concessions on behalf 
of Palestinians. Hamas frequently 
attacks Israel, a state they do not 
recognise, which makes it even 
less open to negotiations than 
the Palestinian authority. The cur-
rent Israeli leadership supports a 
two-state solution on paper, but 
in practice seems to oppose it. 
The Israeli PM Benjamin Netan-
yahu has expanded West Bank 
settlements and is in a coalition 
with right-wing parties oppos-
ing an independent Palestine. 

With the recent missteps made 
by the US government, who have 
brokered peace talks in recent 
years, it is looking increasing-
ly likely that nothing will happen 
and that no solution will be en-
forced. No solution seems to be 
an awful outcome in this conflict 
as it very heavily favours Israel, the 
occupier of the region. If action is 
not taken soon, Israeli settlers will 
continue to populate the Palestin-
ian region which will make it near 
impossible for an independent 
Palestine. Suffering will continue 
to occur, particularly on the Pal-
estinian side, until peace is made. 

A final quote from Nathan 
Thrall, a Jerusalem-based ana-
lyst with the International Cri-
sis Group, best describes the 
worst outcome: “Perpetuat-
ing the status quo is the most 
frightening of the possibilities.” 

RETROSPECT
The following article is taken from Retrospect, the History Society’s termly magazine, to which 
students from all years contribute. The topic for this Issue was ‘Peace’ and the article is entitled: 
‘Israel and palestine– is a two state agreement possible?’, written by Laszlo Wheatley in Year 
12.

‘Retrospect’ is available to download as 
a PDF from the school website. 
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LAW SOCIETY

BAR MOCK 
TRIAL

ONE OF the most important activities facilitated by the school’s Law 
Society is the annual participation in the Bar Mock Trials. For many 

of us this was our first time, not only because the random draw prohib-
ited us from even attending the London heats last year but also since 
this event is one which attracts both budding jurists and wannabe law-
yers with eight seasons of ‘Suits’ under their belts. What they miss out in 
shows like that, of course, is the mountain of hard work that goes into a 
case before it is even considered for court; our equivalent consisted of 
witnesses rehearsing their stories time and time again while barristers 
tweaked lines of questioning as well as opening or closing speeches. 

On the day of the event, we awoke to news that one of our wit-
nesses had be admitted to hospital with glandular fever. This meant 
everyone’s hard work was going down the drain unless we found a 
solution quickly, so naturally this was put off until our arrival to the 
courthouse. It was raining heavily as we briskly walked from the near-
by tube stop to Snaresbrook Crown Court, the largest such court in 
the UK. As we took in the interior of the grand edifice, poor Yusuf-
from 10 Greyhound, who had only initially signed up to come and 
watch the trials, was roped in to fulfil three distinct roles in both of 
the mock trials our school had prepared. The stellar performance he 
managed to supply without the preparation time every other person 
had was truly commendable and gave our mission the underdog vibe.

The day consisted of multiple trials of two cases we had prepared, 
Jet and I being counsel for or against a money laundering stylist 
whereas Albert and Ben did the same for an acid-attacking party re-
ject. After referring to each other as learned friends for the whole 
day, it felt like a true victory to succeed in our cases as much as we 
did, though at times we noticed we had taken the whole thing per-
haps slightly more seriously than some of the competition. Certainly, 
the results for the heats seemed to show so; after a ghastly canteen 
lunch and half an hour of Ben complaining how I had definitely al-
ready screwed it up for everyone, it was announced we were through 
to the final trial of the regional heats. Standing close to the announc-
er, nothing can quite capture our reaction as Jet peeked over to look 
at the judge’s sheet and through his face alone revealed we were 
going through about a minute before anyone else in the hall knew.

If Ben was not anxious before, he certainly was now; the way the day had 
been arranged, the final was down to me and Jet. While I rehearsed my 
closing speech in front of the mirror in the Gents’ bathroom, there was 
not a second he did not spend reminding me to breathe, relax and speak 
slowly.  That was the last thing on my mind as I entered Courtroom 1. 
Soon, the judge took his seat and the case proceeded, all as planned. 
Perhaps my speech was a bit rushed at the end but, surely, it is the tak-
ing part that counts. There was an oddly prompt jury deliberation, made 
all the weirder by the uncomfortably persistent and smug eye contact 
the jury foreman (who was from the opposing school!) made with me 
upon returning to the room and announcing we were the runners up. In 
my mind, this was still less embarrassing than the silly oversized robes 
the opposition decided to make their counsel (and bizarrely court clerk) 
wear to appear more lawyerly. If there were any photographs of this 
tomfoolery, I would immediately request it be submitted as evidence.

All in all, it was an extremely well fought and instructive day so many 
thanks are due to the Year 12 students taking part as witnesses to 
hopefully take our places next year, Yusuf for stepping in when he 
was most needed, a personal thanks to Ben for telling everyone los-
ing was my fault and, of course, Mr Bartlett for making it all possible. 

The stellar performance 
he managed to supply 
gave our mission the 

underdog vibe.
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THROUGHOUT THE first term of this year, we 
have been learning about the Fairtrade Foun-

dation in Geography. Our classes have explored 
the various issues surrounding coffee made in the 
world and we have researched how it is grown. 
We also looked at what we could do to help im-
prove the livelihoods of coffee farmers in countries 
like Costa Rica and Brazil. At the end of our top-
ic, we were given the task of planning and run-
ning a stall in the main hall to make money for 
the Foundation, which would then subsequently 
help the farmers that we had previously studied.

My group ran a successful stall selling popcorn 
and I was proud to see that our goods had sold 
out in an instant! This had required scouting out 
Fairtrade ingredients and toppings, in addition to 

cheekily using my friend’s popcorn machine. Al-
though looking easy from a consumer’s perspec-
tive, there was a lot of work backstage. I had to 
wake up at six o’clock to start popping the corn, 
and then had to carry a huge bag of it into school.  
After promptly setting up the stall before lunch, 
all the plans for the stall came together; the fin-
ishing touch being an eye-catching sign on the 
front of the table. After forty minutes of hard 
graft selling popcorn, our stall made a whopping 
thirty-five pounds, and the school made a grand 
total of over five hundred! Our efforts had man-
ifested themselves in unbelievable results; I was 
happy to see such a success happen, and I was 
glad to see that the profits went to helping the 
less fortunate through the Fairtrade Foundation. 
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OCTOBER CAMP
Corporal of Horse Henry Berry, 13W

I

REMEMBRANCE PARADEII

III RECRUITS’ CAMP

Corporal Jude Martin, 12M

Cadet Louis Lazenby,  9 Warwick

Junior Editor: Joe McEvilly

COMBDINED CADET FORCE
In thIs sectIon:

THANKFUL FOR the decision 
to leave on the not-so-cold 

Friday afternoon instead of the 
usual, freezing, Saturday morn-
ing; cadets from Years 10 to 13 
prepared themselves for the next 
five days of war against the ene-
my. Rolling up to the school that 
evening, the cadets were keen 
to get into their seats for the four 
hour journey to West Tofts Camp, 
after which we were all more 
than happy to get into our billets 
and enjoy our first night’s sleep.
 
Early the next morning, we awoke 
for breakfast and found ourselves 
as the only contingent on the en-
tire camp; something quite unusu-
al for us. With no queue for food, 
the Sutton Grammar School Com-
bined Cadet Force were ready to 
go, beginning the first day with 
lessons taught by members of the 
Year 13 leadership team. Later 

the same day, we were deployed 
into the field, where we experi-
enced the harsh battleground of 
Norfolk’s biggest training estate.
The first day in the field was most-
ly a success, despite the contin-
gent being ambushed by enemy 
Oompa Loompas whilst they sang 
songs and fired wildly into the air. 
After they captured eight of the 
contingent, Corporal Major Zjaw-
iony and Warrant Officer Liew de-
cided that action had to be taken 
and missions had to be complet-

ed; the Corporal Major looked 
more and more distressed as he 
received intel from sections re-
porting on enemy locations. Year 
12s took it upon themselves to 
lead these sections. With rotations 
including: airdrop, close-target 
reconnaissance, section attacks, 
training in woodlands and forests; 
the cadets were thrown into an ac-
tion-packed and exciting few days.

OCTOBER CAMP
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“Immense fun 
for the entire 
contingent

Despite having to sleep in ba-
shas overnight, the contingent 
easily pushed back the enemy 
in their first day as they system-
atically defeated the resistance 
at every stand.  After a nourish-
ing ration pack for dinner and 
breakfast, we were raring to go; 
moving on to new stands that 
involved tactical movement, fir-
ing rifles and a lot of running.
 
October camp has always been 
our contingent ‘war’ camp, shown 
even more so by the expert am-
bush that the cadets pulled off 
on the enemy. Waiting in the dark 
forest for thirty minutes, we were 
able to watch the enemy infight-
ing and take them out. With the 
strategy and leadership of Cap-
tain Kempton and the Corporal 
Major, the enemy were defeat-
ed once and for all. Any strag-
glers were wiped out the next 
day in the contingent attack.

Overall, October camp proved 
to not only be a few days of hard 
work, but also a period of im-
mense fun and enjoyment for the 
entire contingent! Let us hope 
that the next few camps will be 
just as fun and give us just as 
many great memories as this one.

RECRUITS’
IN NOVEMBER of each year, the 

new Year 9 recruits have the op-
portunity to experience their first 
camp, aimed to provide a taste 
into the action-packed camps the 
Combined Cadet Force has to offer.

We arrived to school early on a 
Saturday morning and were swiftly 
on our way to Folkestone. There, 
we were divided into sections, as-
sisted by a Year 11 shadow, and 
immediately began activities. The 
stands were engaging and enter-
taining, ranging from First Aid, 
“Operation Housewife” as well as 
Camouflage and Concealment, 

amongst others. Many of the 
tasks, such as Team Games, 
Trim Trail and the Night Ex-
ercise, were centred around 
teamwork, which allowed us 
to develop our communica-

tion and cooperation skills - both 
vital in the Combined Cadet Force.

Although the six-thirty wake up 
was not ideal, it didn’t stop us 
from enjoying the busy weekend. 
We had breakfastin the Mess Hall, 
which was surprisingly delicious,  
before setting off. My favourite 
activity was Air Rifle Shooting and 
Team Games, both of which were 
at the training area which was a 
long uphill walk away. My section 
also enjoyed the Trim Trail as we 
had to work together and sup-
port each other to get through 
it in the shortest time possible. 

During the Night Exercise, we navi-
gated across the field in sections to 
certain areas and had to complete 
tasks, such as answering general 
knowledge questions, in return for 
eggs -  the section’s points. How-
ever, during the forty-five minute 
activity there was chance to run 
into the enemy, who would steal 
the eggs and deduct points. In 
order to avoid the enemies, and 
consequently come out on top, 
the sections had to navigate effi-
ciently and stay tactical in the dark.

Overall, this was a very enjoy-
able camp. We learnt a lot of 
important information, which 
will be very useful going for-
ward. I look forward to more 
exciting experiences to come. 
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CENOTAPH 
PARADE 2018
FOR THE second year, Sutton 

Grammar School Combined 
Cadet Force was invited to attend 
and assist the National Service of 
Remembrance held at the Ceno-
taph at Whitehall, London. This 
year marked one hundred years 
since the signing of the Armi-
stice, making it all the more sig-
nificant. We are proud to be the 
only contingent in the country 
to supervise the event. On 11th 
November 2018, many mem-
bers of the Royal Family, several 
leading politicians, thousands of 
veterans, countless members of 
the public and our senior cadets 
met in London to commemo-
rate the fallen of World War One.

It was an early start and a long jour-
ney: meet at Morden Station for 
six thirty, tube to Charing Cross, 
walk to Horse Guards Parade. The 
berets in the pockets of many of 
the other travellers, evidently vet-
erans, was an early hint at just how 
busy the service was going to be. 
At Horse Guards, we were given 
our lanyards confirming that we 
were part of the ‘Border Force’.
 

To begin with, there were two 
main duties: one group remained 
at Horse Guards Parade, checking 
the IDs of the veterans and civilians 
entering whilst the others went 
to Whitehall and guided people 
across the main road, keeping ci-
vilians out. This continued for over 
an hour, and although it was cold, 
it gave us the opportunity to meet 
and converse with some of the 
veterans, gaining an insight into 
their extraordinary lives. It did, 
however, seem that these ex-sol-
diers were far keener to chat, and 
even offer alcohol, to the female 
cadets. I cannot imagine why.

Next, it was time to get the veter-
ans into position for the two min-
utes silence. We had to organise 
these ten thousand veterans into 
four columns, each six people 
wide, down Whitehall – a task 
which last year had proved near-
ly impossible and this year had an 
extra one thousand five hundred 
people. As they marched down 
the road, we were told to squeeze 
the columns of veterans ‘like sar-
dines’ in order to make space for 

everyone. They were obviously 
frustrated by the lack of personal 
space, but nonetheless their re-
marks were hilarious: there was a 
boo for the military police and a 
loud cheer of “Give us a wiggle” 
for the women’s brigade. Perhaps 
the most outrageous comment 
was the suggestion from one 
veteran that Ben Croucher might 
one day make a good officer.

With five minutes to spare, the 
veterans were in position, and 
we all reconvened at Horse 
Guards Parade for the two min-
utes silence, which was encom-
passed by two loud cannon shots. 

The final stage of the service was 
the march past, in which the veter-
ans, accompanied by a marching 
band, marched around the ceno-
taph and filed into Horse Guards 
Parade. Jet Divaharan, Alex Dar-
by, Ben Croucher and Jack Har-
rap joined the march, pushing the 
wheelchairs of disabled veterans. 
For the last part of the journey, we 
stood on either side of the proces-
sion, applauding and marshalling 
them into their positions. An hour 
of applauding may appear boring, 
but it was worth the occasional 
smile, nod or wink from a march-
ing veteran, to whom we owe 
incredible respect and thanks. 

Overall, it was an amazing, mov-
ing experience, and one that I look 
forward to replicating next year.

Perhaps the most 
outrageous comment was the 
suggestion that Ben Croucher 
could one day make a good 
officer.
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T ICELAND
Sean Brittain, 11 Greyhound

I

Junior Editors: Jonny Tennent, Dillan 
Moore

TRIPS
In thIs sectIon:



MONDAY 22ND October 2018. Forty-six wea-
ry-eyed SGS students convened at Gatwick 

awaiting a three hour plane journey that would 
whisk us away to an incredible five day trip to Ice-
land.  After a brief journey, we met our driver, Baldur. 
Wasting no time in showing us Iceland’s beauty, we 
stepped off the bus half an hour later to see ‘The 
Blue Lagoon’:the country’s most popular attraction. 

We had almost two hours to freely explore the 
complex which included: a sauna, a steam room, a 
steam cave and, of course, the extensive lagoon it-
self;  geothermally heated to thirty-eight degrees. 
It was truly an experience like no other; watch-
ing the clouds of steam rise from the azure waters.
 
On Tuesday morning we met our enthusiastic guide 
Geir, who showed us around the hot springs in 

town. With the stench of sulphur in our noses, we 
headed off to the impressive waterfalls; Faxi and 
Gullfoss. These would turn out to be the first of six-
ty-two waterfalls that we saw throughout our trip. We 
soaked in the astonishing sight of one hundred cu-
bic meters of water  per second disappearing into 
an abyss-like gorge filled with steam. This was fol-
lowed by a visit to the world famous Strokkur Gey-
ser; we watched in awe as it spewed out boiling 
water and sulphur dioxide thirty metres into the air.

We soon had to move on to our next stop, prob-
ably because the location became too upset-
ting for Mr Pletts who had just crashed his drone. 
Luckily, he was soon cheered up by the geo-
graphical marvel of the boundary between the 
North American and Eurasian tectonic plates.

ICELAND
Day three was a whistle stop tour around Iceland’s 
most dangerous places. Hekla, the most active volca-
no in the country “spewed large rocks up to fifty kilo-
metres away” when it last erupted, not the most en-
couraging fact to be told when you are a mere three 
thousand meters from the crater of an overdue stra-
tovolcano! The adventurous day was then brought 
to a perfect close; a glimpse of the Aurora Borealis.
 
On our final full day, we walked on a glacier. Hiking 
past deep crevasses and caverns, we saw the fright-
ening effects of global warming on the ecosystem, 
with the glacier receding at over twenty metres an-
nually. Being told that all ice on Iceland could melt 
within one hundred and fifty years was certainly an 
eye-opening moment for many students. At the Black 
Sands of Vik, we managed an iconic group photo af-

ter posing on the hexagonal basalt columns; a mar-
velous spectacle. The same day we bid farewell to 
Gier. After offering his help on the trip for ten years, 
Mr Pletts presented him with an Old Suttonian tie; 
officially welcoming him into the school community. 

Before our flight home on Friday, we had time 
to explore the sights of the world’s northernmost 
capital city, Reykavík. We could have spent days 
in the city but, alas our purple plane beckoned, 
and it was time to leave. I am sure all the students 
would like to extend their thanks to all the staff 
who made this trip possible; particularly Miss Bart-
lett who spent months planning this incredible trip.
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A SHAKESPEARE SCHOOLS FESTIVAL
Sean Brittain, 11 Greyhound

I

CHRISTMAS CONCERTII
Louis Bishop 11 Warwick

Junior Editors: Sean Brittain, Michael Jeffries

THE ARTS
In thIs sectIon:



THE ORCHESTRA, as always, started with 
an exhilarating performance, opening with 

now iconic the ‘Game of Thrones’ theme song 
which set the mood for the cold night per-
fectly. The Orchestra was joined by the Sen-
ior Choir to perform ‘Ice Dance’ from Edward 
Scissorhands; a breath-taking experience for all 
involved. The Junior Choir sung spectacularly, 
opening with ‘Pompeii’, followed by ‘Some-
where Only We Know’ and ‘Hold Back the Riv-
er’. They seemed to have reached a new level of 
prestige as these were some of the best perfor-
mances that the Junior Choir has ever put on.

Yusuf Al Unufi played a lilting violin piece by 
Isvan Kleiper contrasted with the more west-
ern classical pieces beautifully. Logan Fear 
then sung ‘Take On Me’ whilst also playing 
the piano which wowed the audience: play-
ing the piano and singing are difficult to do 
separately; playing them together is a gar-
gantuan task. Many of our new Year 7s got 
together in the first half to sing ‘Merry Christ-
mas Everyone’ to the delight of the members 
of the audience; especially the parents who 
were experiencing their first Christmas Con-
cert with Sutton Grammar School. Mr Brook’s 
Acapella group finished the first half of the 
concert with three exceptional performances.

FOR ONLY the second time, the drama department 
gave the pupils the opportunity to take part in the 

Shakespeare Schools Festival with the elaborate “As 
You Like It” being chosen. In “As You Like It”, the Duke 
Frederick  overthrows Duke Senior and exiles him and 
his men to the Forest of Arden. When Duke Frederick 
banishes Rosalind as well, Celia offers to go with her 
to the forest. For safety, Rosalind disguises herself as a 
man called Ganymede. Orlando, with whom Rosalind 
is in love, also arrives in the forest after fleeing from 
his murderous brother, Oliver. Naturally, he does not 
recognise her and ‘Ganymede’ offers to help him win 
Rosalind’s love. Meanwhile, the shepherdess, Phoebe, 
falls in love with ‘Ganymede’, spurning the attentions 
of Silvius. It falls to Rosalind to untangle the lovers and 
bring about a happy ending…

This play was put together for the Shakespeare’s 
School Festival which is “able to teach young people 
about Shakespeare without the need to make them 
write an essay on say, the importance of Macbeth”. 
The Festival is an amazing program which allowed 
us to perform in a professional theatre with the best 
lighting and an electric atmosphere. The Festival also 
helped to teach us the importance of being silent 
when backstage so as to give other actors the respect 
they need to perform.
 
From the auditions in July to the final performance, 
everybody came together to create a play that truly 
showcased each and every one of our abilities and 
brought about the best play possible. A special thanks 
go to all the actors (who worked incredibly hard), 
Mr Robson (who taught us how to properly deliver 
speeches with the necessary qualities) and of course, 
Miss Varndell who encouraged us through the whole 
process and gave us the support we needed.
 
Until next year!

SHAKESPEARE 
SCHOOLS 
FESTIVAL

CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT
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“Able to teach young 
people about 
Shakespeare 
without the need 
to make them write 
an essay on say, 
the importance of 
Macbeth”

A breath-taking 
experience for all 
involved



The second half was equally as excellent, 
with Jazz Orchestra opening the second half. 
Another mesmerising selection of solos fol-
lowed, including both of the Tennent brothers; 
Alastair played Mozart’s Horn Concerto and 
Jonny played the Arancunian Concerto. The 
Senior Choir also performed in the second 
half, with the Sutton Grammar students joined 
by the girls from Sutton High; something 
which was much enjoyed by the audience.

The final solo, sung by Mihira Phillip, was 
‘One Moment in Time’ and was a stunning 
performance which received a huge round of 
applause. The orchestra concluded the con-
cert with the traditional performance of Sleigh 
Ride - this  festive song always concludes our 
Christmas Concerts. For the Year 13s leaving 
us this year, this was their final concert. Al-
though there must be a tinge of sadness for 
them, they should be proud for participating 
in yet another exceptional Christmas Concert.
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Playing them 
together is a 
gargantuan task



S 1ST XI REPORT
Jude Martin, 12M

I

2ND XI REPORTII
Jevan Agama, 11 Manor

3RD XI REPORTIII
Hari Kandiah, 12B

BOROUGH CROSS COUNTRYIV
Daniel Evans, 11 Lenham

1ST XV REPORTV
Slava Styrkas, 12M

SENIOR BASKETBALL REPORTVI
Tomi Oni, 12D

Junior Editors: Luke Wainwright, Jevan Agama

SPORT
In thIs sectIon:



THE NEW season saw a renovat-
ed 1st XI  with the infamous ‘3 

year plan’ having ended last season. 
The line-up chosen to kick off the 1st 
XI’s season consisted largely of last 
year’s 2nd XI, with a few returning for 
a second season in the Firsts and two 
new faces to Senior Football: George 
Palmer and Sunjae Cho. Ordinarily, we 
would have the fun of beating Wilson’s 
in our first game, but they declined, 
so instead we travelled to Hampton.

Despite conceding in the first half, 
we retained our resolve and kept out 
heads up. It wasn’t long before cap-
tain Sam Thomas claimed our first goal 
of the season, which was followed up 
by a calm finish from Nathan Palmer 
(who’s spitting at a defender can be 
overlooked since he scored the win-

ner). A 2-1 win against a strong Hamp-
ton side was a fantastic result which 
set the tone for a successful season.

As the season progressed, we picked 
up numerous wins against the likes 
of Royal Grammar School, Gordon’s 
and Kings College to name just three. 
These naturally were littered with the 
occasional disappointing result, for 
example,  a close, gruelling, 4-3 loss 
against Alleyn’s. However general-
ly, we were having a lot of success in 
these friendly matches, but the real 
challenge of the term was the National 
Cup. Due to our nationally recognised 
footballing capability, we were granted 
a by for the first round. In the second, 
we faced and decimated Glenthorne. 
It was the third round – the last 128 – 
where things began to get interesting.

1ST XI 
REPORT

It was an away match in North London against 
Barking Abbey. Shortly after midday we arrived, 
warmed up and started to get used to the astro 
surface. Then, it was time to begin. We could tell 
from the offset that they were a good side; one 
that played proper football. Despite this, solid 
football at the back kept Barking off the score-
board. We were soon rewarded for our solidarity 
with goals from both halves of the strike partner-
ship, Hagley and Palmer. Being 2-0 up against 
a side as strong as this one was an impressive 
feat, and it looked like we were going to hold 
onto this clean sheet; until the closing minutes 
that is. A Barking striker fired a shot from the 
edge of the box towards the bottom right cor-
ner. It was met by Jude Martin’s glove but a 
goal line scramble ensued which resulted in a 
Barking goal. Despite this, we were able to hold 
on to our narrow lead and progress to round 4. 

With 64 teams of the original 500 remaining, it 
was another long journey for us; this time to Es-
sex to play against Forest. We arrived late on 
what must have been the coldest day of the year.  
With only five minutes to warm up; we kicked off 
promptly.  We were clearly the worser side in the 
first half and were punished by going 1-0 down. 
The second half, however, was a different story. 
We switched from a 3-5-2 to a 4-4-2 and played 
with twice the energy. We had all the chances 
but were unable to convert any.  A late corner 
was our last lease of hope, but it wasn’t to be: 
Forest came away with a 1-0 win and progressed 
to round 5, whilst we faced a two-hour journey 
home listening to XXXTENTACION. A frus-
trating, disappointing and undeserved result.

Elsewhere, we had some success in the Dis-
trict Cup, easily beating Greenshaw 5-0 in the 
first round.  We also faced Wilson’s as our last 
game of 2018, but with no Ness and two bla-
tant penalties not given against Tom Hag-
ley (the second of which put him out of action 
for two months), we were unable to bring the 
year home with a win. Nonetheless, I would 
consider this first term a successful one for 
the Firsts, and I am sure that Mr. Waller will 

lead us to even more victories in the Spring. 

“Due to our nationally 
recognised footballing 
capability, we were 
granted a by for the 
first round.
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2ND XI REPORT
HALF TIME. With our season half way through its 

course, it is time to reflect upon what a strong 
term it has been for the Seconds. With many senior 
team regulars going onto bigger and better things 
and new Year 11s drafted in, a big overhaul was 
needed across every single one of the senior teams. 

After rigorous pre-season training, we kick-started 
our season with the pinnacle of derbies: Wilson’s. A 
tough game, yet one we were all eager to win. De-
spite our lion share of possession and robust control 
over the game, we unfortunately fell to a 2-1 open-
ing day defeat, with two defensive mistakes high-
lighting our rustiness following almost six months 
since our last school fixture. From this, we went onto 
an intense 1-1 draw against an impressive Hampton 
side- another game we should have won. We finally 
got our first win against Chigwell with the return of 
target-man Dave Hammond upfront to net two well 
taken goals supplemented by a man of the match 
performance from myself at the back. The following 
Wednesday saw us suffer a heavy 4-2 defeat at the 
hands of Alleyn’s however it arguably saw the goal of 
the season so far as Ezra Charles scored a sumptuous 
overhead kick to chip the goalkeeper from twenty 
yards out! Just before half term we played one of our 
best games to date, a 4-1 victory against Gordon’s 
School; the school that had knocked last year’s 1st XI 

out of the National Cup. It proved to be a game which 
showcased  our ability to play good, passing football. 

After the break, another impressive victory ensued 
as we put four past King’s College School in a thrash-
ing in which I assumed captaincy as Ezra got his well 
deserved call up to the Firsts. During the course of 
the game, Joe Mcevily hit two beautiful free kicks, 
one of which was illegally blocked by a defender 
swinging on the crossbar. Our good string of results 
was soon undone as an away game to Harrodians 
saw us lose 3-0. However, the following week we 
bounced back with a stellar performance to dis-
mantle a strong Ardingly side 3-1. Our final home 
game of the year was a 4-1 win against Lingfield, 
a poor team who we dispatched of easily. To finish 
a rather strong half to the season, it was Wilson’s 
away. Were we to get our opening day revenge? 
Or would we crumble once again at the hands of 
the arch enemy? A thrilling end-to-end game on a 
freezing Saturday morning ended 1-1 with shock-
ing refereeing hindering our chances of victory.

It has been a solid first half of the season for Mr Plett’s 
Seconds, but with 2019 daunting upon us we look to 
have an even stronger second half with the target 
of going unbeaten and getting Karim Khalifa a goal.

3RD XI REPORT
FOLLOWING THE leaving of last season’s Year 

13, all three of the senior teams were subject to 
a complete reshuffle and, frankly, the 3rd XI have 
not fared well from this. This is partially due to the 
lack of steady fixtures that we have had throughout 
the the season so far but also the fluid nature of our 
team; fluid in the sense that it never seems to be 
consistent. A few familiar faces have returned to the 
team in the likes of myself, Tahmed Hussain, Has-
san Taj, Chris Vincent and Marcus Pitchley whereas 
James Webb assumed the captaincy for this season. 

But first, let’s start from the beginning. Our first game 
of the season was not our usual drubbing against 
Hampton but instead was a fierce derby against local 
rivals Wilson’s. Despite the game being fairly even, 
we found ourselves 2-0 down going into the second 
half. However, after a questionable offside decision 
denied De Souza a goal the game became heated 
as we started to claw back possession. Unfortunately, 
our efforts did not come into fruition as all we got for 
our troubles was a consolation goal coming from a 
left foot effort from Vincent; this defeat was to leave 
a bitter taste in our mouths for the season to come. 

Our next fixture saw us face Hampton who are re-
nowned for being a formidable footballing side and 
this became evident once the game started. De-
spite not dominating the game, we held our own 
and were rewarded with a 2-1 win after a goal from 
our so called ‘free kick specialist’ Murphy and a 
real poacher’s goal from Pateman. We built on this 
good form with a 3-2 win against Chigwell which 
saw both Pitchley and Wainwright score wonder 
goals which are definitely be competitors for goal 
of the season; it was starting to look hopeful for us. 

It was here that everything really fell apart. An 
8-0 away battering to Harrodians followed by a 
heart-wrenching 6-5 loss against Ardingly seemed 
to break our spirits. The final game of the year saw 
us face Wilson’s. With the taste of blood still in our 
mouth from our last loss: we were out for retribu-
tion. The game started well as we went 1-0 up within 
the first half hour as Wainwright nodded in from 6 
yards. However, our lack of substitutions was to be-
come pivotal as we struggled to gain a footing in the 
game during the second half. It is fair to say that our 

rivals dominated the game and overcame their one 
goal deficit with the final score being 4-1 to Wilson’s. 

Despite the outlooking not being too bright at 
the moment, it is irrefutable that the 3rd XI has 
shown glimpses of vitality and there is definite-
ly potential for us to improve our form. Let’s 
hope that the second half of the season brings 
us better fortune than the first. Up The Sutts.

The 3rd XI has shown 
glimpses of vitality 
and there is 
definitely potential 
for us to improve

“

SPORT 5251 SPORT



BOROUGH 
CROSS-COUNTRY

IT WAS by no means a warm day however at least 
it was nowhere near the usual, shudder-induc-

ing temperatures at which we normally run cross 
country. As it happened at Northey Avenue, we 
had already  had a chance to run the course be-
forehand which did help a lot; knowing the course 
makes a huge difference which could be a reason 
as to why cross country times improve extrava-
gantly between the first and last run of the course 
(although it could just be that many students just 
do not fulfill their potential on the first attempt!).

To our major disapproval, the cross country course 
was merely two miles; a distance slightly shorter than 
the Year 9 to Year 13 House Cross Country course. 
In addition to our already established discontent-
ment, we were to find out that the course intention-
ally missed the steep downhill drop at the end of 
the course; what I personally find the most enjoya-
ble part of the course. The course also involved a 
loop around the Cuddington Croft football pitches. 

There was also a controversy re-
garding what has come to be 
known as ‘the wasp nest incident’ 
in which a substantial amount of 
people were stung by wasps on 
the course; however the author of 
this article was left unaffected af-
ter running the course three times. 
This led to the primary school 
course promptly being altered 
to the full House Cross Country 
course in order to avoid any more 
injuries. However, this resulted in 
the primary school course being 
longer than intended; however the 
smaller children were only required 
run one lap whereas the Year 10 

to 13 runners had to do three laps 
(Year 7 to 9 did two laps). For Year 
10 and 13 it was not easy to dis-
tinguish between Upper School 
and Sixth Form and therefore it 
was difficult to know how well 
we were doing in our race as we 
were running together. However, 
when we eventually did find out; 
we were far from disappointed. 

In the end, Sutton Grammar 
School came 3rd overall with the 
Year 7 team coming 2nd with 1st 
and 3rd place finishes, the Year 
8 and 9 team coming 6th, and 
the Year 12 and 13 team coming 

3rd. However the most impres-
sive showing came from the com-
bined Year 10 and 11 team who 
achieved 1st, 2nd, 4th, 13th and 
49th place finishes. Having said 
this, results were rather different 
for Sutton at the London Youth 
Games coming 22nd in the un-
der thirteens, 6th in under fifteens 
and 9th in under seventeens. Hav-
ing said this, these age categories 
were different to Borough Cross 
Country which contributed to the 
dip in results. Nevertheless, it was 
still an impressive showing from 
the school as a whole and well 
done to anyone who participated!

“Controversy 
surrounding the 
‘wasp nest 
incident’
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“
“SUTTON GRAMMAR School” and “Rugby” are not 

two words one would expect to see in the same 
sentence. With our main focus being football, there have 
been years where the school has not had a team at all. Yet, 
this year,  Marcin Zjawiony and the rest of the current cohort 
of Year 13s  decided pull together a team. Most players 
either play or have played rugby outside of school. Nev-
ertheless, some complete newbies to the sport, myself 
being one of them, were asked to join. I proudly accepted.

A lot of people would call it stupid. Being a com-
plete beginner to the sport, I myself also thought 
I would not be able to compete in the team. Howev-
er, after a training session during Games which intro-
duced me to the basics, I felt more comfortable. We 
were informed by our coach, Mr. Finlinson, that our 
first fixture would be a derby match away to Wilson’s.

Something has always attracted me to the sport. 
To me, there is nothing more satisfying than brutal-
ly tackling opposing players, being “cheek to cheek” 
with your fellow teammates, only then to get up at 
the end of the game, covered head-to-toe in mud, 
and shake hands with the other team. And when 
the game was confirmed, I could not wait to beat 
down some Wilson’s kids. It feels good just saying it.

With Tom van Willingh captaining the team, we 
started our first ever game after a prompt warm 
up. Throughout the game, the Sutton side dom-
inated - our scrums were stronger, and we were 
making important tackles and scoring tries as 
we used the agility of Josh Hanson, our wing-
er, to our advantage. Our only cause for slight 
concern was Young Kim’s brother, who was the 
only challenge, but with huge players like Toby 
Arnett, Marcin Zjawiony and Jet Divaharan bull-
dozing players left, right and centre, we re-
mained on top. We left Wilson’s victorious, more 
confident in our side and eager to play more.

Our next match was against Wallington. Being 
a rugby school, we knew that they would be a 
formidable opponent.  Despite facing their 2nd 
XV, we knew that we could not afford any com-
placency as their play would be a lot more pol-
ished than ours. After what was a mediocre at-
tempt to intimidate us with chants in their warm 
up, we kicked off. Immediately it was apparent 
that they would be tougher to beat: evidenced 
through their rehearsed line outs and efficient 
scrums. Yet, Sutton did not back down and dur-
ing the first half, we were comfortable. We erred 
on the safe side by going for drop goals rather 
than tries, and secured the lead after the first 
half: this was where it started to get interesting.

I could not wait to 
beat down some 
Wilson’s kids. It 
feels good just 
saying it.
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“ Huge players like Arnett, 
Zjawiony and Divaharan 
bulldozing players left, 
right and centre

Being at home, Wallington had the luxury of sub-
stitutions, which they used rather cunningly. An im-
mediate change in the second half was their entire 
Front Row, now comprised of visibly bigger and 
stronger players. I later found out that their new 
Loose Head Prop was rumoured to be a 1st XV play-
er; I could feel the difference in the scrums. More-
over, we conceded some tries early, as their fresh 
wingers out-paced our forwards; within ten minutes 
we were on the back foot. Evidently demoralised, 
our effort waned, and it was a struggle to provide 
adequate resistance. We pushed as much as we 
could, but to no avail. Having said this, the game 
was not without its surprises. Shashwat Anirudh, 
who was playing Loose Head Prop, scored a spec-
tacular try by seizing the fumbled ball off a Walling-

ton forward and thrusting himself into the try zone. 

We left the game with a loss and the bitter taste 
of disappointment in our mouths. Despite this, we 
did realise that our effort was highly commenda-
ble considering that we were a side filled main-
ly with beginners whereas they were a well-oiled 
team who had been training weekly since Year 7.

This season has been short, but we have pro-
gressed a lot as a side. We look forward to 
playing more games in the future. We may 
not be the best at rugby, but we all enjoy play-
ing it, which really is what is most important.
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HE
The final third of 
the game was a 
testament to the 
discipline of the 

team
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SENIOR
BASKETBALL

SO FAR this year, the team 
has shown a marked im-

provement throughout the 
season so far despite some un-
fortunate injuries and losses. 
Moreover, the younger play-
ers have made a large impact 
on the court and the team as a 
whole has been an inspiration: 
the avid basketball community 
within the school is growing. 

September brought some fresh 
faces to the team as new play-
ers were drafted in from both 
Year 11 and Year 12. Partic-
ipation levels in both Friday 
morning sessions and Games 
lessons have been sky high 
throughout the term as bas-
ketball fever swept across Up-
per School and the Sixth Form. 

Our first game of the season 
was an away match to Epsom 
College and our roster was 
jam-packed with veterans from 
the Upper Sixth whereas Jake 
Goff made his rookie debut 
from Year 11. Epsom’s home 
advantage proved meaningless 
as our opponents waned un-
der Sutton Grammar School’s  
formidable attacking force, 
one spearheaded by Luka 
and Jake. Although it was no 
walk in the park, the season 
came to a great start with a 
well-earned victory at Epsom.

Injuries then took ahold of 
our team with a few key play-
ers missing toward the end of 
September as we went head-
to-head against local rivals Car-
shalton Boys. Despite leaving 
everything on the court after 

the 40 minutes, we could not 
gain another victory. Despite 
this, it served as a great op-
portunity for the bench to rise 
to the occasion and gain some 
match experience against 
a formidable opponent. 

The team stayed under con-
struction throughout the Au-
tumn Term and grew strong-
er as injuries healed and our 
team chemistry improved. The 
younger players in Year 10 
made a great effort in our away 
match against Harris Academy 
Crystal Palace with more min-
utes than in any other match in 
the season. The Harris match 
was extremely close until the 
final third of the game and was 
a testament to the discipline of 
the team as a whole on defense 
as well as the offensive prowess 
of Luka Jojic and our two-way 
giant Jake Goff, who proved 
to be an unstoppable force 
throughout his rookie season.

Bolstered by a much needed 
rest over the latter half of De-
cember and the Christmas hol-
idays ,in addition to news of a 
brand new kit in the works, the 
team looks forward to the rest 
of the  season and of course, 
House Basketball in January. 
A special thanks to our cap-
tain Ben Cooper and our ded-
icated coaches Mr. Karlsson 
and Mr. Leanord. Basketball 
at Sutton Grammar has grown 
markedly in popularity this 
year especially in Year 10 and 
the years below. I can say with 
confidence that we can only go 
up from here - so keep faith!
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YEAR 7
A TEAM

GREYHOUND
LENHAM

MANOR

WARWICK
THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
10
7
6
6
0

3
2
2
2
0

1
1
0
0
0

0
1
2
2
4

+11
+5
+3
-4

-15

GREYHOUND

LENHAM
MANOR

WARWICK

THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
10
9
6
3
1

3
3
2
1
0

1
0
0
0
1

0
1
2
3
3

+7
+6
-6
-3
-2

GREYHOUND

LENHAM

MANOR

WARWICK

THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
10
9
5
4
1

3
3
1
1
0

1
0
2
2
0

0
1
1
2
4

+18
+10
+5
-5

-30

B TEAM

C TEAM

L
G

M
W
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YEAR 8
A TEAM

GREYHOUND
LENHAM

MANOR

WARWICK
THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
12
9
6
3
0

4
3
2
1
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
1
2
3
4

+15
+20

-2
+1
-20

GREYHOUND

LENHAM
MANOR

WARWICK

THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
9
8
7
2
1

3
2
2
0
0

0
2
1
2
1

1
0
1
2
3

+10
+12
+4
-8

-16

GREYHOUND

LENHAM
MANOR

WARWICK
THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
12
9
6
3
0

4
3
2
1
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
1
2
3
4

+6
+7
+4
+1
-18

B TEAM

C TEAM

OVERALL

YEAR 9
A TEAM

GREYHOUND

LENHAM
MANOR

WARWICK
THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
12
10
7
3
0

4
3
2
1
0

0
1
1
0
0

0
0
1
3
4

+18
+11
+5
-8

-16

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
12
6
6
6
0

4
2
2
2
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
2
2
2
4

+23
+3
0

-14
-11

GREYHOUND
LENHAM

MANOR

WARWICK

THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES G/D
10
10
6
3
0

3
3
2
1
0

1
1
0
0
0

0
0
2
3
4

+5
+3
+3
-8
-6

B TEAM

C TEAM

GREYHOUND

LENHAM
MANOR

WARWICK
THROWLEY
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So there it is. The first digital edition of The Suttonian. It would be a lie to say that bringing 
this issue into fruition has been a stress-free or easy process by any means. The idea of a 
termly edition was only really proposed to us a month or so before the end of the calendar 
year so the time frame that we had to work in was not a large one by any standards. How-
ever, the fantastic work of the entire Editorial Team has made this daunting task achievable 
and what you have just seen is the final product of a rather frantic few weeks worth of work.

Nevertheless, I have enthusiastically overseen this project since its conception and am very 
proud of the progress we have made since then. I am certain that there are better things to 
come in the future for The Suttonian and I hope that we are the first of many editing teams 
who will continue to revolutionise the publication. I hope that we have achieved our aim of 
making the magazine more engaging for you as readers: if we have not then let me know. 
The next time you will hear from us will be at the end of the Spring Term in the next termly 

publication.

Until then, keep faith. 

As you were, 

Hari Kandiah, Editor-in-Chief

L G
M
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YEAR 10
A TEAM

GREYHOUND
LENHAM

MANOR
WARWICK

THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES
12
6
4
4
3

4
2
1
1
1

0
0
1
1
0

0
2
2
2
3

GREYHOUND

LENHAM

MANOR
WARWICK

THROWLEY
POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES

12
9
6
3
0

4
3
2
1
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
1
2
3
4

GREYHOUND

LENHAM

MANOR
WARWICK
THROWLEY

POINTS WINS DRAWS LOSSES
10
7
6
3
3

3
2
2
1
1

1
1
0
0
0

0
1
2
3
3

B TEAM

C TEAM

G/D
+11
+2
-6
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+3
-10

G/D
+10
+10

0
-3

-15

G/D
+8
+1
-4
-2
-3

AFTERWORD



KEEP FAITH


