
Sutton Grammar School Transition to A-Level Chemistry 

Dear future year 12 chemist, 

We are looking forward to you joining us in September for A Level Chemistry at SGS. 

Please find below a range of preparatory resource for you to work through over the next few 

months. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in contact.  

Kind regards  

Mr P Wood  

pwood5@suttonmail.org 

************************************************************************** 

Materials for next year 

Please ensure that you own a laboratory coat with your name on it and that this ready for 

September. Due to Covid 19 we will not be able to have a general store of them in school.  

The course textbook is Oxford A Level Chemistry for OCR and can be purchased either a two single 

books year 1 and 2 or as combined version which is cheaper. The link to the latter is below.  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Chemistry-OCR-Student-

Book/dp/0198351976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VE7QBZQK4JM4&dchild=1&keywords=a+level+chemistry+f

or+ocr&qid=1591197293&s=books&sprefix=a+level+chemsitry+for+%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1 

**************************************************************************** 

Useful resources 

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/ 

http://www.docbrown.info/ 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/chemistry-a-h032-h432-from-2015/ 

*************************************************************************** 

1) Quantitative chemistry is one of the first topics we will meet in September. To get going we 

would like you start working through the moles study booklet. You will need to read the 

sections carefully, follow the worked examples, answer the questions and then check your 

answers.  

https://chemstuff.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/moles-formulae-equations-questions.pdf 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Chemistry-OCR-Student-Book/dp/0198351976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VE7QBZQK4JM4&dchild=1&keywords=a+level+chemistry+for+ocr&qid=1591197293&s=books&sprefix=a+level+chemsitry+for+%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Chemistry-OCR-Student-Book/dp/0198351976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VE7QBZQK4JM4&dchild=1&keywords=a+level+chemistry+for+ocr&qid=1591197293&s=books&sprefix=a+level+chemsitry+for+%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Chemistry-OCR-Student-Book/dp/0198351976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VE7QBZQK4JM4&dchild=1&keywords=a+level+chemistry+for+ocr&qid=1591197293&s=books&sprefix=a+level+chemsitry+for+%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1
https://www.chemguide.co.uk/
http://www.docbrown.info/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/chemistry-a-h032-h432-from-2015/
https://chemstuff.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/moles-formulae-equations-questions.pdf


2) Read the OCR practical skills handbook. This contains all of the information required to pass 

the practical endorsement.  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/208932-chemistry-practical-skills-handbook.pdf 

 

Using Appendix 4 create a summary mind map of all of the key information. You need to know about 

how to assess uncertainties of different pieces of equipment, know all of the “useful terms” and 

have learnt all of the rest of the information in that appendix. 

 

3) Your first piece of assessed A-Level chemistry work, is to write an essay about an area of 

chemistry you are interested in. To do this you will need to: 

 

a. Decide upon an area of chemistry that interests you. For example, if you are 

interested in medicine you may select a new drug or if you are interested in 

engineering you might focus upon a novel material. The focus should be on current/ 

recent research. The scope for this is broad and it should be something beyond what 

has been covered for GCSE. 

b. Read Appendix 7 of the practical guide. Ensure you know how to select reliable 

sources, cite references in text and write a bibliography. 

c. Research your topic, ideally with both online and at least one offline source 

(book/journal); you could use a GCSE books that you have at home here for 

definitions. Remember reference webpages, books and journals are referenced 

differently (see p57 of booklet).  

d. Use your initial research to define a question for your essay 

e. Write an essay of about 2 typed A4 pages to answer your questions. Including where 

appropriate: 

i. Chemical equations 

ii. Flow charts 

iii. Graphs 

f. Cite all of your references using the Vancouver system in the text and write 

bibliography.  

Please bring this to your first physical chemistry lesson where we will collect it for marking. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/208932-chemistry-practical-skills-handbook.pdf

