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England Factfile 

By Debarun Deb, 8Lenham 

 

The nation of England is most densely populated in the South around the capi-
tal, London, but it is also very densely populated around other UK cities, such 
as Manchester and Liverpool. The North of 
England is relatively sparsely populated, due 
to the natural surroundings, being densest 
around Newcastle upon Tyne.  

 

Having a universal language, England gets lots 
of tourism and many people might immigrate 
here. Most of the immigration in England comes from Asia and Europe with In-
dia having the largest ethnic minority population in the UK, with 1.4 million 
people. 

 

With the tallest building in Europe, The Shard, London has a very large popula-
tion with many other famous buildings such as the Cheese Grater or Walkie 
Talkie. England also has many great job opportunities such as famous banks 
like HSBC, Lloyds Bank, or the Bank of England. Famous palaces in England 
such as Birmingham palace have lots of tourism with the grand outer beauty. 

 

England has a temperate climate, with an average temperature during Winter 
of approximately 7ºC and 22ºC in the Summer but this also means that tropical 
plants are unable to grow in England. Some beautiful flowers are able to grow 
in Spring and Summer like Lavenders and Roses. During the year, the average 
temperatures vary by 22.3ºC. 

 



range of 28.95mm. 

 

Heathrow and Gatwick airports are not only the busiest airports in England but 
also the busiest airports in the entire United Kingdom. Heathrow has the most 
passengers with approximately 80 million of them in 2018 followed by Gatwick 
with approximately 46 million passengers. England’s public transport is ex-
tremely busy including trams and trains. There are 
many trains to take people to work and school in 
England. 

 

In the 21st century, England receives lots of tourists 
and immigrants which increase its population alt-
hough the climate is not very favourable, in my opinion. England’s buildings, job 
opportunities, and public transport also play a large role in the society and pop-
ulation density of England. Trade networks are also strong with other countries 
but have greatly declined after Brexit took place and Britain left the EU. 



 



Geopolitics Volume 67– Worry 

By James Damiral, 8Throwley 

 

Chapter 1: Ireland, and Brexit 

Since 1900, when Northern Ireland was formed, there was always a contingen-
cy between the new Northern Ireland and 
Ireland. To this day, Northern Ireland still 
doesn’t have an official flag. The Channel, 
which separates Great Britain from France, 
has always secured the UK’s position as an 
isolated island, excluding Ireland. Of course, 
Ireland came to great debate when Brexit 
was being discussed, because if not an EU 
border between the two Irelands, what else?  
Chapter 2: The empire, and the end of the 
world  
Ever since fighting a war on Cyprus (a country-sized island south of Turkey), the 
British decided to keep their military bases on 
the island, just in case. Now, over 50 years later, 
these may be useful, as they are located near 
Ukraine. As   
Russia plans to further annex Ukraine whilst Bel-
arus is in trouble with the EU, NATO has stepped 
back in to try and avoid a violent war. If it were to 
happen, WW3 may start.   

Russia would be allied with China and North Korea, and NATO, Taiwan, Ja-
pan, the USA, South Korea and Australia would be allied. Russia would use 
that extra space to make more factories while the UK prepared to go to war 
again.  

Chapter 3: The USSR, and Chernobyl 

As Russia would be back in control of Chernobyl, they could try and make it run 



again. They could also try and annex Pridnestrovie, a holdout of the former 
USSR comprising parts of Moldova and Romania. Could the USSR be the UDSR?  
(Socialist -> Democratic) We don’t know, 
and we don’t want to. But if it ever comes 
to it, the UK will probably go to war.  

Chapter 4: The colonies, China and catas-
trophe  

So, the Commonwealth. The UK has a lot 
left over from the days of the empire, and 
some may even proclaim that the sun has 
set on the empire. It has set on the em-
pire, but not the UK! Due to the Pitcairn 
Islands in the Pacific being British territory, 
the sun has still never set. Of course, it 
doesn’t matter, since we never see the 
sun, but still. This brings us to Hong Kong and Macau. Hong Kong was British 
territory because the Opium Wars happened, so the Chinese signed a docu-
ment saying they owned Hong 
Kong until 1997. When 1997 
came around, they signed a docu-
ment saying that in 50 years’ time 
Hong Kong would be fully incor-
porated into China, it being an au-
tonomous region until then. How-
ever, the Chinese government 
were already extorting their influence on the Hong Kongese, so they rebelled 
to become an independent country. As of now it hasn’t worked, but who 
knows what the future holds for us? The UK may make decisions causing war in 
the future, but only time can tell. 





Mine for lives: Our Metal Situation 

By Richard Fu, 8Greyhound 

Humans are reliant on resources. Every artificial object 
around us is mainly either plastic, paper, glass or metal. 
We know that plastic is typically made with oil fracked out 
of the ground, paper comes from trees which are cut 
down to make the things we write and print on, and nor-
mal glass comes from limestone, sand and soda (though some of the glass we 
use like for windows are inorganic compounds). As for metals, the only way is 
to mine them. However, where do we mine from?  Currently, most metals are 
directly mined from the earth, either as a metal ore (like iron ore) or in its pure 
form (like gold). Some metals are recycled, like aluminium and steel, and even 
the expensive ones like gold and silver, but a certain category named rare earth 
metals (named after their rarity on our planet), which people use to make 
products now dominating our lives (phones and computers) among other prod-
ucts, are turned away and mined again due to recycling costs, despite high de-
mand but low supply, and the fact that they are not replaceable with unique 
properties does not help at all. Meanwhile, mining on earth itself has horrible 
side effects. Mining coal releases heavy metals (they are either toxic or radioac-
tive) like mercury, lead and uranium into the environment, killing wild animals 
and ultimately us; acids that cause acid rain and damage wildlife and structures 
with unwanted erosion, and chemicals like nitrogen oxides, ammonium nitrate 
and sulphur dioxide, which affects agricultural practices, the human body and 
indirectly contributes to the greenhouse effect. The unfortunate truth is, for 
metals that is the same case.  

Another problem is the conflicts that mining has caused, and can cause. Take 
the people displaced by mining. An operation requires the people within a sig-
nificant distance of the mine to move elsewhere when they are unable to. After 
an operation, the immense amount of people required are suddenly out of 
jobs.   



Even during their employment, because of the polluted environment, the work-
ers will endure intolerable conditions where they are denied access to even the 
basic necessity — fresh water. The land is also a problem. Disputes over land 
cause friction, for the fact that mines take up lots of space and consequentially 
affect a lot of landowners, and amplified by the fact that the land will not have 
any ability to do anything after the operation due to pollution.  Mining on earth 
is not that desirable, and recycling is a better alternative, regardless of the 
costs. However, as demand for all kinds of metals grows ever higher, what alter-
natives are there?  

One of the relatively feasible solutions lies in the unexplored oceans of our 
earth. Materials are extracted from the seabed at least 200 meters below the 
surface. Its price attracts investors, especially as the world develops ever faster 
and rushes to address the elephant in the room: climate change. In a situation 
such as this, we cannot depend on recycling entirely. However, while deep-sea 
mining does not affect our environment by pollution, it does something else---

destroying the unknown. Our world is home to an uncountable number of or-
ganisms, and studies show that 86% of all species on Earth are yet to be identi-
fied, including a considerable amount in the murky depths of the planet’s 
abysses and trenches. To launch mining operations in those undiscovered habi-
tats will mean that species might go extinct because 
of human interference even before we find out that 
they existed.  

An area under the sea called the Clarion-Clipperton 
Zone (located in the Pacific Ocean), is an area re-
source-rich, particularly in manganese (a material 
sought after for dry cell batteries, making stainless 
steel’s non-rusting properties, and glass), iron, cobalt and nickel.   

Metals under the ocean are found in nodules, which can be anything on the 
seabed which metals stick to after dissolving in water. It is estimated that the 
Clarion-Clipperton Zone has such cobalt and nickel to produce around twice the 
number of cars we have today! However, the nodules there are a crucial part of 
the ecosystem, and taking them away would mean not only affecting the coral 
reefs, but also the ocean’s ability to absorb carbon dioxide.  



Quite a couple of interesting species have been discovered there, including a 
sea snail that can survive without food and a ghostly octopus. A simulation da-
ting back to 1989 tells us that the ecosystem will not have the ability to bounce 
back after a mining operation so large, yet necessary.  

Another alternative to mining on earth is space. There are more than 1,000,000 
known asteroids in our solar system, and inside the layers of rock is a world full 
of metals that are useful to us. Scientists have set their eyes on two asteroids 
near our planet with one so rich with magnetic metals that they might exceed 
the current amount we have in stock. Overall, asteroids contain much more 
metal than our planet. Comprising of around 17% and 8% of total asteroids re-
spectively, S-type and M-type asteroids (S for containing silicate, M for contain-
ing high portions of metals) are the metal-rich bodies in space. The smallest of 
S-type asteroids, 10 meters in diameter, have an estimated 650,000 kg of metal 
inside, with around 50 kg the expensive ones. M-type asteroids are almost en-
tirely made up of metal, namely nickel and iron.  

Asteroid mining might seem like the source of utopia, and launching operations 
in space is (or at least can be) environmentally friendly, but let us come back to 
reality and look at the costs. A few years ago, NASA estimated that the cost of a 
mining operation to one of the near-earth asteroids mentioned previously will 
cost 2.6 billion US dollars. To put it simply, a lot. The good news is, it will pay off, 
considering it succeeds, and that is at quite a high chance. It will be a profitable 
business once the first mission is launched. The question is, where will we be 
able to get the money out of? Who and why will people invest in this project? 
People are currently focused on directly addressing climate change, but indirect 
factors sometimes matter even more. Without the investment needed, we are 
not going anywhere.  

In conclusion, mining on earth is undesirable, but still crucial to humanity at 
this point. Whether we will be able to turn away from our mines on Earth, and 
invest in alternatives, or perhaps modify our mines to have less of an environ-
mental impact or recycle our metals, remains to be seen. 

 

 





1883 Eruption of Krakatoa 

By Mrigank Kanoo, 7Lenham 

 

Krakatoa was a small group of islands 
formed from volcanic eruptions. These 
isles were off the coast of Indonesia in the 
Sunda strait. The eruption took place on 
20 May 1883 and peaked in the late morn-
ing of Monday, 27 August 1883. When the 
eruption was at its peak it turned the archipelago into a Caldera. The explosion 
was so violent that it was heard 3,110 kilometres away and its’ shock wave 
travelled around the world three and a half times. The volcanic eruption was 
one of the deadliest eruptions known to man by number of casualties.  

In early August, a Dutch topographical engineer, Captain H. J. G. Ferzenaar in-
vestigated the Krakatoa islands. He noted three major ash columns, which ob-
scured the western part of the island, and steam plumes from at least eleven 
other vents, mostly between Danan and Rakata. When he landed, he noted an 
ash layer about 0.5 m (1 ft 8 in) thick, and the destruction of all vegetation, 
leaving only tree stumps. He advised against any further landings. By 25 Au-
gust, the Krakatoa eruptions intensified. At about 1:00 pm on 26 August, the 
volcano went into its’ paroxysmal phase. By 2:00 pm, a black cloud of ash could 
be seen 27 kilometres high. At this point, the eruption was almost continuous, 
and explosions could be heard every ten minutes or so. Ships within 20 km of 
the volcano reported heavy ash fall, with pieces of hot pumice up to 10 cm in 
diameter landing on their decks. Between 7:00 pm and 8:00 pm, a small tsuna-
mi hit the shores of Java and Sumatra, 40 km away. On 27 August, four enor-
mous explosions occurred, which marked the climax of the eruption. The third 
and largest explosion was so violent that it was heard in Perth, Western Aus-
tralia, and the Indian Ocean Island of Rodrigues near Mauritius, 4,800 km 
(3,000 mi) away, where the blast was thought to have been cannon fire from a 
nearby ship. The third explosion has been reported as the loudest sound heard  



in historic times. 

The combination of pyroclastic flows (fast moving hot gases), volcanic ash, and 
tsunamis associated with the Krakatoa eruptions had disastrous regional conse-
quences. Some land in Banten, approximately 90 km south, was never repopu-
lated; it reverted to jungle and is now the Ujung Kulon National Park. The offi-
cial death toll recorded by the Dutch authorities was 36,417.  





Geography and Climate Change 

By Naufal Ellahi, 7Greyhound 

Geography is such an interesting subject. In Geography you can ponder the 
question of, for example, how volcanoes are formed (a volcano is formed when 
hot molten rock, ash and gases escape from an opening in the Earth's surface. 
The molten rock and ash solidify as they cool, forming the distinctive volcano 
shape shown here. As a volcano erupts, it spills lava that flows downslope. Hot 
ash and gases are thrown into the air) or how the earth was formed? (You 
might think it's god but many scientists think it was the big bang). However, I 
will cover one of the most important discussion topics of the 21st century: cli-
mate change (I'm sure Greta would agree).   

As we all know the planet is warming up as the average global temperature on 
Earth has increased by a little more than 1° Celsius (2° Fahrenheit) since 1880. 
Now that may seem like it’s not that much but if 
you haven’t been living under a rock then you 
would have heard about the wildfires in Austral-
ia and California. And with the COP26 climate 
conference having taken place, world leaders 
promise net zero carbon emissions by 2030. 
However, this is not enough. By 2030 we might 
not even be here to see that change we need to act fast. The little things we do, 
make a huge difference. For example, closing the lights that are not in use or 
turning the tap off whilst brushing your teeth. I'm sure I sound like your mum 
right now when she says to take out the rubbish or wash your face but she is 
saying it for your own good and if we do these little things now in the future we 
will be saying “gosh I'm glad I listened”. And if we act now, you'll be thankful we 
haven't all boiled to death. 

 





How the UK has changed in the 
21st Century 

By Pranav Vinod, 8Lenham 

A lot of things can happen in 100 years. Nowadays, the 
UK is highly populated. In places like London, Edin-
burgh, Liverpool, Manchester and Glasgow and the 
population has increased by 26.4 million, which is a lot. 
Culture is now more open and not so stereotypical and 
because of that, it is richer. The monarchs are still go-
ing on and will continue to do so. Now we have a dis-
ease war to fight so more buildings for medical purpos-
es will be built. But in the 20th century, there were 
bombs and we found many more shelters under-
ground. And even the tiniest use of 100 nuclear weap-
ons against urban targets could have led to things like atmosphere cooling. The 
reason why this would be so horrible is that there would be shorter growing 
seasons, food shortages and global famine, and in the 21st century, we still 
have a risk of someone using them for harm internationally.  

But despite this doom and despair, and looking on the bright side; we have 
tried to keep forests and animals safe and healthy. There are many other things 
we are doing like the new submarine that can make glaciers - this is led by a 
man named Faris Rajak Rotuhatuhaha. This is helping resolve problems like 
global warming and climate change. The difference between the 20th and the 
21st century - in terms of deaths - is great. The death rate went uphill in the 
20th century, but now it is going downhill in the 21st century. When WW1 end-
ed, the death rate decreased but ended up spiking soon after, due to WW2. The 
difference is about 3 deaths per 1000 people. The birth rate is different though. 
In the 20th century, there would have been around 32 babies per 1000 people 
which is great, but then it dropped to 14, then 12, in the 21st century. This is  



 

good for the population but the question is why? Why would you not want to 
have a child? A lot of women go to work now - unlike in the 20th century - and 
might not want a baby due to their employment. Or now that everybody gets 
an education, more is understood about contraception, and people are safer. 

 

Many things have happened over the course of 100 years and it has many im-
pacts on the planet and us, as a population. But everything is for the better. 
Right? 





Recent migration in the UK 

By Sebastian Boeston-Allocco, 9Throwley 

The UK has been recently experiencing an influx of migrants as our population 
expands. As a result of this, London’s population has increased above 25% in 
the last 20 years. This article will look at the different effects and causes of mi-
gration in the UK. 

When one mentions migration, areas such as Northern Africa and the Middle 
East often spring to mind as from where migrants are mainly coming from, but 
records show that India, Poland and Pakistan are where most migrants current-
ly arrive from. However, this was 
not always the case. A Census 
from 2001 displays that the most 
non-UK born population at the 
time came from Ireland. This 
clearly shows a shift in the whole 
picture. 

As for why people migrate to 
other countries from their home 
one, the reasons can be split into two groups: push factors and pull factors. 

Push factors lead people to move away from their country because of problems 
inside their home country such as war, persecution, a loss or lack of job(s), fam-
ine or other shortages, consistent or seasonal natural disasters like flooding and 
forest fires. 

Pull factors make a country more attractive to migrants and these typically in-
clude the prospect of receiving a high pay job, stable economy, safety and  



security, good education and good healthcare or medical capacity to cure or 
treat illnesses carried by the migrant. 

 Advantages of international migration include a richer and more diverse cul-
ture for the country hosting migrants, as well as the willingness of migrants to 
do low-pay, low-skill jobs that can help reduce labour shortages and boost the 
economy. As a consequence of this, skill gaps are filled, government tax reve-
nue increases and the country’s birth rate also increases. The country from 
which people are emigrating can benefit from migrants sending money back to 
their families at home, the easing of pressure on jobs and resources and the 
prospect of migrants returning with skills or qualifications for high-skill and high
-pay jobs.  

 

Despite the advantages of international migration, negatives are also present. 
Migration increases strain and pressure upon healthcare and education ser-
vices, causes overcrowding of residential areas and if integration is not success-
ful, it may cause clashes of culture or religion which can lead to negative rela-
tions between people and groups. Other problems may arise, such as gender 
imbalance seeing as men are typically those who migrate or the simple reason 
that migrant groups might not assimilate into local communities. 

In Conclusion, migration into the UK has brought plenty of benefits but these 
are often unacknowledged as the press prefers to highlight negative effects. 
This is one of many causes which led to Brexit. Many believed Brexit would be a 
solution to the problems of UK immigration, but as it was made clear from this 
year’s record number of illegal border crossings; it hasn’t. 





Climate Change in the UK in the 21st Century 

By Sourjayan Datta, Year 7 

 

Climate change is an issue that is taking place in our environment and is nega-
tively affecting our environment. In the 21st century, climate change has be-
come a very serious problem in the UK. But first, what is climate change?  
 

Climate change is when there is a change in global or regional climate patterns 
(e.g., long – term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns) due to factors 
such as human activities that result in increased levels in the burning of fossil 
fuels. Evidence for climate change can be found in tree ring analysis, ice core 
samples, and observations of changes in ice cover.  
 

Tree rings are rings that are found within a tree trunk and can show how old the 
tree is and how the climate was during the life of the tree. We can see a similar 
tree ring in the Natural History Museum, London, which is a famous 330-million
-year-old fossil tree that’s stood the test of time.  
Ice cores refer to drilled out iced sheets or large glaciers. The ice contains very 
tiny air foams that contain gases that were found in the atmosphere in the past. 
Research tells that ice cores found in Antarctica have provided information 
about the past climate 800,000 years ago. Observations have found out that ice 
sheets and glaciers tend to respond to global temperatures by changing their 
size. Since 1912, more than 80% of snow on Mount Kilimanjaro has melted. Sci-
entists have noticed that the Himalayas are defrosting so fast that scientists are 
fearing they might vanish completely by 2035.  
 

During the last century, scientists began noticing the effects of climate change 
across the world, including the UK. Scientists also began researching and col-
lecting information on climate change and this is how scientists came to know 
that the earth temperature is rising due to a factor called the greenhouse 
effect.  



The warming up of the earth causes many problems: agriculture, water supply, 
transportation, and several other problems.  
Most scientists agree that human behaviour is causing this rapid increase in 
temperature. Humans are increasing the concentration of greenhouse gases, 
such as carbon dioxide and methane, within the atmosphere. Gases that come 
from the greenhouse can be referred to as a blanket around Earth, trapping en-
ergy in the atmosphere and causing it to become warmer. This effect is known 
as the greenhouse effect.   
 

Scientists have found out that volcanic 
eruptions, solar radiation, tectonic plate 
movement and orbital variations also im-
pact climate changes. Since these activi-
ties have taken place, some areas have 
become quite harmful for human life to 
survive. Also, these activities cause an imbalance in nature because the temper-
ature rises when these activities take place.  
Need and greed have enabled man to do many activities which not only harm 
the environment but himself too. Numerous animals are extinct due to human 
activity. Humans destroy the climate using deforestation, as trees cannot ab-
sorb carbon dioxide and store carbon; the burning of fossil fuels, which releases 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, and creating industrial waste. 
 

The infographic (pictured on the right) shows a few of the impacts that have 
been caused by climate change. There are more shocking impacts that climate 
change has caused. The Solomon Islands out in the Pacific Ocean are scenic but 
recently they are on the front line of climate change because of rising sea levels 
in the surrounding area. Kale is one of the islands that make up the Solomon Is-
lands. It is densely populated with different species of animals and plants. But 
due to climate change, the sea levels have increased therefore drowning the is-
land. 
The Solomon Islands may be small, but countries with large land areas can also 
greatly be affected by rising sea levels: such an island nation called ‘Great Brit-
ain’. Therefore, the UK is under threat.  



Recently the UK has been one of the victims of climate change, experiencing 
40ºC heat in summer, and this could become a regular occurrence in the UK by 
2100 if carbon emissions are very high due to human influence in the climate. 
The use of energy, transport and all other carbon-producing activities made the 
heatwave of 2018 around 30 times more likely. We have taken to notice that 
the number of extremely warm days in the UK is rapidly increasing. 
 

There is another very vicious consequence of increased temperatures which is 
a more prevalent risk of fire. Studies show that the probability in the UK of 
reaching 40 degrees centigrade is most likely in the South East of England, with 
temperatures becoming an almost annual occurrence by the end of this centu-
ry. However, other relatively colder areas of England will also feel an escalation 
in temperatures, with many areas of north outstripping 30 degrees centigrade 
at least once a decade. A study detects that if the world decides to lessen the 
carbon emissions in accordance with the Paris climate agreement, then the 
prospect of reaching these malicious temperatures will significantly diminish.  
 

COP26 is the 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference. This year it was 
held at the SEC Centre in Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom, from 31st Octo-
ber to 13th November 2021. The president of the conference was UK cabinet 
minister Alok Sharma. For the last 30 years, the UN has been trying to bring to-
gether more countries for global climate summits – called COPs – which stands 
for ‘Conference of the Parties’. In this small amount of time, climate change has 
gone from being a fringe issue to a global priority. We can begin to change our 
course and lessen the damage that we have done to our planet.          





The London Underground 

By Ryan Belciug, 8Throwley 

Public transport is used by thousands of people in the UK capital, differing only 
between peak or non-peak hours and location. Ever since 1863, when Metro-
politan Line (or Metropolitan Railway) was opened, transport has been a key 
part of Londoners’ lives providing easy and reliable access to their places of 
work, but in equal measure, offering convenient journeys between London’s 
prestigious landmarks for leisure. Since then, the system has expanded and in-
troduced new routes, also experienced numerous changes as technology ad-
vanced through the decades, innovations and upgrades transforming the Un-
derground network to what we see in the present day. 

After 1863, when the MR (Metropolitan Railway) built the first underground 
railway from Paddington to Farringdon Station, a related railway company fol-
lowed this idea, but the owners of both companies fell out and they became 
rivals rather than partners. This company was known as the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Railway. Every other railway was owned by its own company, up until 
1902, when American Charles Tyson Yerkes established the Underground Elec-
tric Railways Company of London (UERL). And by the time of World War One, 
every single line had been merged into UERL, except the Metropolitan Line. 
But, by 1933, the UERL and Metropolitan Railway joined the London Passenger 
Transport Board. This organisation overlooked the Underground, tram, buses, 
coach and all other public transport services. As London moved into the New 
Millennium, Transport for London (TfL) was founded, achieving an important 
milestone - having control over the entire transport network including London 
Underground, Overground, bus routes, DLR, tram network and riverboat ser-
vices. At this time, London experienced a demographic growth and a boom in 
tourism, it was necessary to look for a major improvement to sustain the whole 
system - Department of Transport proposed and approved the iconic oyster 
card usage with every station,  



major bus stop, line by line, introducing this new electronic system of payment. 

 

This 1936 underground map was designed by Harry 
Beck. The diamonds indicated junctions between 
lines where passengers could board another train 
from the same station or close-by entrance. At the 
time, the trains were steam. The last steam train ran in 1971, a journey record-
ed from Barbican to Neasden Depot. 

 

London Transport Museum in Covent 
Garden is home to many 19th and 
20th-century vehicles and structures 
related to public transport- including 
the first underground electric train in-
troduced in 1890. All the trains that 
could not fit inside the LTM are dis-
played at the Museum Depot in Ac-

ton, where there are over 320,000 different items, varying from simple old 
signs to an entire vehicle.  
Plans, Rumours and Proposals for the future 

 

With TfL’s network actively expanding, the tube map will reshape and change 
with it. The plans for the Underground extensions and new lines are looking 
better and better, while old lines and stations are upgraded being brought to 
the latest technology and up to a level of modern standards.  



The Crossrail (the new line that was rumoured to be called the Elizabeth 
line) will run from Shenfield and Gravesend and will terminate in Reading 
and Heathrow Terminal 5. 

The Crossrail II (sibling of the Crossrail) will run from Epsom, Hampton Court, 
Shepperton and Chessington South, and will terminate at New Southgate 
and Broxbourne, however, the Broxbourne branch will carry on into 
Hertfordshire. (There are rumours that this might be cancelled because of 
TfL’s recent struggle in the face of the current COVID-19 situation) 

Northern line extension to Battersea power station will be extended even 
further to Clapham Junction. 

Bakerloo line will be extended to Lewisham and proposed to terminate at 
Beckenham Junction and Hayes. 

Overground will reach places like Barking Riverside and Hounslow. 
Tram will receive an extension to Sutton, looping around Throwley Way and 

St. Nicholas Way.  
The design 

This is an unofficial map of what the 2040 Underground system may look like: 
some people might consider it fascinating, but for inner London residents, this 
will be very convenient and useful. 
 

 

 



Pollution free is the way to be 

With the TfL network expanding, more and more people should start to benefit 
from it, but at the same time, we need to take into consideration the cons of 
this action. In order to minimise negative effects, people should be encouraged 
to use transport more efficiently, greener- cycling, walking or electric vehicles, 
driving the pollution rates to drop. As this has been discussed by local politi-
cians and in equal measure by international leaders, action needs to be taken. 
In response, TfL has offered to the capital’s travellers bicycles, new trains, hy-
brid buses- what more could we ask for? 





Where the UK’s Issues highlight 
By Vivek Sharma, 11Warwick 

In Southall, near Heathrow Airport, the issues with the UK in the 21st century 
really project as this town in the suburbs of London, struggles with homeless-
ness, drug abuse and political tensions. It’s often a haven for multicultural 
products and culture, but since Covid-19 there seems to be something wrong… 

    
Migration has been a part of UK life since the 1950s and it brings culture, fash-
ion, and food into the mix with traditional English food. Indian and Chinese 
takeaways often lead to the most frequent Friday night takeaways. However, in 
Southall, where many migrants live and work, booming house prices in the sub-
urbs of London has led to increased rough sleeping and homelessness over the 
last couple of years. The streets can sometimes be filled with litter due to rough 
sleeping, although this is often blamed on the government which could supply 
more services to the streets in Southall. Additionally, drugs are prominent, es-
pecially due to the city’s proximity to Heathrow Airport. Transport problems in 
Southall result in less money brought on for families, which in the most ex-
treme cases, can lead to starvation and a lack of access to medicine. The high 
population density can mean that the NHS is often overwhelmed and waiting 
times are ever-increasing. Education in schools can be oversubscribed as class 
sizes increase and there aren’t enough teachers. As a result of this, in the seven 
days up to January 20, Southall’s weekly rate was 1,139 per 100,000 - the high-
est in the borough - while Ealing Central recorded the lowest rate of 491 per 
100,000. Covid spread like a wildfire in Southall, but per-
haps there’s another reason?  
Quite a few citizens in Southall can be unregistered. 
Therefore, there is a mistrust between government pro-
grams and policies such as the COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Some people in Southall did not take the vaccine, as  



there was a large controversy that this was a government project to send peo-
ple back to where they came from, which was the likely cause of the high infec-
tion rates. There is also a cultural divide in Southall which has existed since the 
1950s, where Indians and Pakistanis moved in from the UK’s post-war program. 
Not only is there a divide between the Police and the British Asians, but also 
within this group. International politics often spill into Southall, as tensions be-
tween countries and religions in South Asia happen. Often this is light-hearted 
such as in cricket, but it can lead to anger and violence. Southall is usually a fun, 
relaxed place, but the mix of human geography and politics can cause issues. 
 

 

 





A letter to Chris Philp MP 

By Jacob Bickerstaffe , 11Manor 

Chris Philp 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

 

 

Dear Mr Philp, 
 

I am contacting you to urge you to do all in your power to ensure that the government takes every possible effort to preserve 
the territorial integrity and independence of Ukraine whilst refusing to compromise Britain and NATO’s unwavering commit-
ment to defending the freedom of the people of Eastern Europe. We cannot afford to capitulate in the face of Russian aggres-
sion; no concessions will ever satisfy Putin’s imperialist ambitions and appeasement will merely encourage further aggression. 
Efforts should be undertaken to alleviate tensions, but these endeavours must be mutually beneficial and representatives of 
the people from all nations impacted must be present and heard at all negotiations. A repeat of the catastrophic Munich 
agreement, where the wishes and trust of the Czechoslovakian people were utterly violated would have a terrible impact on 
British and western prestige and lead to a long lasting and severe deterioration of trust in western commitments, eroding our 
ability to cooperate strategically with global partners and risking encouraging vulnerable nations to side with our foes.  
 

I also call upon you to lobby the government to implement the recommendations of the December 2021 Chatham House re-
search paper on the UK’s kleptocracy problem, which called the UK a ‘global money laundering capital’. Even as the Kazakh 
government brutally suppresses popular protests, £530 million worth of UK property remains in the hands of Kazakh elites. We 
must end the fundamentally corrupt Tier 1 (Investor) visa, a scheme the report labelled ‘a national embarrassment’. The Chat-
ham house paper cited an investigation by Spotlight on Corruption which found that half of all ‘golden visas’ ever issued are 
being investigated by the Home Office as potential national security risks. The authors of the paper also remarked that 206 
Kazakh citizens have been successful applicants, despite the fact that just 162 people in Kazakhstan own 55% of the wealth, 
which ‘suggests that the UK may have granted residency to a significant proportion of that country’s kleptocratic elite’. The UK 
must crackdown on the kleptocrats who siphon their ill-gotten gains off to our nation and the professional enablers who legiti-
mise this corrupt practice, the consequence of which is the erosion of democracy in our nation and the suppression of dissent 
in those of the kleptocrats. 

 

 Additionally, we must seek to end the process of reputation laundering by despots and their cronies, from the acquisition of 
football clubs by oligarchs and Middle Eastern regimes to the abuse of UK libel courts to suppress dissent. I was shocked to 
read in the Financial Times that Catherine Belton’s publishers had been compelled to settle with Roman Abramovich over alle-
gations concerning his connections to Putin in her illuminating book, and horrified by the description of other cases in the 
Chatham House report. The government should introduce legislation to cap libel costs and prevent what the US governments 
designates as ‘Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation’, so that autocrats and kleptocrats cannot use their illegally ob-
tained wealth to strong arm dissenters into settlement and concessions. Furthermore, I beseech you do all in your power to 
prevent the 80% cut to anti-corruption research that the government is suspected of planning. In the wake of the Owen Pater-
son scandal and considering that £3.5 million of donations received by the Conservative Party come from donors with Russian 
backgrounds, and that this government has yet to issue a single unexplained wealth order, one might consider such an action 
to cast further aspersions on the moral integrity of the government. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

Jacob Bickerstaffe 
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