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It’s been another incredibly busy half term and, as you can see
from this edition of The Hoot, we have much to celebrate at
Sutton Grammar School.  

I would like to make special mention of our GCSE and A level
students, as they are the first cohort to be sitting formal
examinations since 2019 and they are showing great
determination and resilience in their approach and have made a
strong start to the examinations. Thank you to all parents and
carers of Year 11 and 13 students, as I know that the examinations
are often a stressful time for you at home as well. Your support
is really appreciated. 

It just remains for me to wish you and your families and friends
a very happy half term and Jubilee celebrations.

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Wise Words
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Fourth Plinth Award for 
 Thataniesh 

Huge congratulations to Thataniesh Barathethas (8M) who was the
borough winner at the Fourth Plinth School Awards 2022.

This annual competition invites London’s schoolchildren to create
artwork inspired by the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square. 

This year’s competition saw entries from almost 2,000 students
across the city, showcasing the creativity of schoolchildren in the
capital. The entries included artworks tackling issues of climate
change, gender equality, mental health and the history of London.
 
The winning artworks will be displayed in an exhibition at
London’s City Hall from 5 May to mid-June.

This year the competition was judged by Samson Kambalu, whose
work ‘Antelope’ was selected for the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar
Square. ‘Antelope’ will be unveiled later this year.

(Pictured left to right) Thataniesh accepting his award at City Hall from
artist, Samson Kambalu and the Deputy Mayor of Culture and Creative
Industries, Justine Simons, OBE. (Above) Fourth Plinth entry by Thataniesh - WW3



SGSPTA Summer raffle
PTA Summer raffle tickets are now 
 available to purchase via ParentPay
at £1 each. Ticket sales will close on
Tuesday, 5 July, with a draw by the
Headmaster on Friday, 8 July. For
full raffle details please click here. 
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Big congratulations to Shray Thakker (11L) and Aditya Sanyal (10L)
for receiving letters of commendation after their year of working
with The Guardian newspaper as young journalists. The boys had
to investigate and regularly submit news articles throughout the
year. A couple of their articles can be found here:

Diwali - Festival of Lights, Shray Thakker
Sutton Borough Cross Country, Aditya Sanyal

Students interested in journalism should speak to Mr Karlsson
about joining this scheme next year.

Jubilant journalists

Young carers

Did you know there are about 800,000 young carers in the UK?

A young carer is someone under 18 who regularly helps to look
after someone in their family, or a friend, who has a physical or
long term illness, mental ill health or who misuses alcohol or
substances. 

Julia Kerr from Sutton Young Carers has started to deliver online
presentations in form times to our Lower School students. She also
came for a visit over a lunchtime period in order for her to
become a familiar face around school. She will be talking to Upper
School and Sixth Form over the coming weeks. 

Julia will be offering a drop-in service at school once every half at
term starting after half term. The aim is to give students an
opportunity to talk to her and to find out what support is out there
for them.

Please see the link below, which will give you an opportunity to
find out more about the fantastic support in place for young carers  
- Sutton Young Carers. If you have any further questions, please
email Mrs Lapsley, who is here to support both students and
parents.

Sporting news

Congratulations to our cricket and athletics teams who have had
some fantastic wins over this half term. Our cricket teams won all
but one of their matches against Royal Russell School and our Year
7s have progressed to the next round of the Surrey Plate, after
beating Wallington County Grammar.

The athletics team competed at Wilson's on Thursday in a meeting
that also featured Wallington and Carshalton Boys. Our Year 8 and
10 athletics 'Track and Field Cup' teams have both progressed to
the South East Regional finals.

Mrs Taylor has also started extra swimming lessons for non-
swimmers, during Early Release for Key Stage 3 pupils.

https://www.suttoncarerscentre.org/young-carers-services
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/SGS%20PTA%20Newsletter%20Summer%20Term%20No%20%202%2017%20May%202022.pdf
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/19686506.diwali---festival-lights/
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/19753322.sutton-borough-cross-country-aditya-sanyal---sutton-grammar-school/
https://www.suttoncarerscentre.org/young-carers-services
mailto:klapsley@suttonmail.org
mailto:klapsley@suttonmail.org


FRIDAY LUNCHTIME 
ROOM 3

Queers
 & Allies

With our fabulous posters dotted throughout the school, most SGS
students are probably aware of Q&A (Queers and Allies), a little
club in Room 3 where those interested can learn about and discuss
the LGBTQIA+ community and related topics. 

On Friday, 6 May we celebrated our first cohort of Year 13 Leavers,
who have done much for the project. Joining us for our little party
were not only the esteemed Mr Humphries and Mr Robson, who
reliably keep our meetings fun and useful, but also staff members
as senior as the Headmaster, Mr Cloves himself. It was a lovely
event, there was good food and good humour in equal abundance,
and it was a very satisfying send-off after a very successful year.
We have learned much, with presentations on identities, well
known and less familiar, and discussions on all things queer,
including media representation, legal struggles, intersectionality,
and the wonderful culture of the community. 

It is our hope and expectation that Q&A will continue grow, for
with such intelligent, compassionate and well informed individuals
attending, our future becomes ever brighter and more hopeful. 
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Q&A club (Queers and Allies)

To celebrate Pride Month at SGS we will be doing a variety of
things around school to celebrate LGBTQIA+ communities. There
will be an assembly on LGBTQIA+ 'trailblazers' as well as the
unveiling of our dedicated noticeboard outside Room 3. Keep your
eyes peeled for staff in rainbow lanyards and, of course, our
LGBTQIA+ society, Queers and Allies, will continue to meet every
Friday at lunchtime. It is a great place to come and have your
lunch, discuss relevant news stories and have a chat. Everyone is
welcome.

Pride Month at SGS
Pride Month is about acceptance, equality
and raising awareness of the issues affecting
the LGBTQIA+ community. 

LGBTQIA+ is an inclusive term that
includes people of all genders and
sexualities, including lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, questioning, queer, intersex,
asexual, pansexual, and allies. While each
letter in LGBTQIA+ stands for a specific
group of people, the term encompasses the
entire spectrum of gender fluidity and
sexual identities.

Year 8 First Give programme

For First Give our class is spreading awareness about animal cruelty
and in unity with Wallington Animal Rescue (WAR) we will be
helping inform people about their good cause and how you can
help.

Animal cruelty is a widespread issue in England, however is not
talked about as much as other forms of cruelty or abuse. In 2020
the RSPCA received over 1 million calls on their cruelty line,
however this may not seem like a lot but that is equivalent to a call
every 30 seconds. Sadly, the RSPCA are not able to investigate all
these cases so some animals are left to suffer by themselves. 

This leads on to my next point as to why you should support WAR.
WAR is a self-funded family-run charity in the South London area
which specifies at helping animals, including nursing them,
rehoming them, and rescuing them. They started in 2014 and have
rescued over 600 animals, which is an outstanding number for a
charity of this size. They also do fundraisers to raise money for
better equipment and shelters for animals. If WAR were able to
obtain the £1,000 from First Give it would greatly help them
rescue more animals and nurse them back to health. Charities like
this are a huge help to stopping animal cruelty. Even though they
are small and may not seem like a lot, having a charity like this in
your local community helps massively as they can deal with issues
more urgently.

If you would like to help WAR and aid them further in their fight
against animal cruelty, please click here. You can donate to them,
buy merchandise and even adopt an animal if you are able, so it
will have a new home to live in. Also keep an eye out in the next
couple of weeks for news about other First Give groups. 

By Nii-Darko Dodoo (8G)

Wallington Animal 
Rescue (WAR) 

Year 8 are participating in the First Give programme, which
inspires and empowers young people to take action to make a
positive change in society. This programme helps students learn
about social issues in their communities and choose the issues
which are important to them. Students then research charities
working in their communities and, as a form, choose one to
represent. Students plan and deliver social action activities
(fundraising, awareness raising, volunteering) in support of their
charities. 

The boys in 8 Greyhound are raising awareness for Wallington
Animal Rescue as part of their First Give charity project and are
running a number of fundraising initiatives including a very
popular charity karaoke. Below you can read about their chosen
charity, Wallington Animal Rescue.

The Biology Society has published the
latest issue of LIFE magazine. Articles
on a wide variety of topics, ranging
from genetics and ecology to medicine,
have been written by Sixth Form
students. The overarching focus of this
issue of the magazine aims to highlight
some of the weird and wonderful in
biology.

Please click here to view the magazine.

LIFE magazine

https://www.wallingtonanimalrescue.com/
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Life%20Magazine%20Spring%202022.pdf


We have a Design a Book Cover competition running  for Years 7,
8, 9 and 10. There are great prizes to be won for the best book
cover designs. Students can choose from one of the following
books: Born to Run; Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland; Oliver
Twist or Romeo and Juliet. Students can either sketch, paint,
photograph or computer-generate a new modern book cover.
Entries should be clearly labelled with the student's name and form
and handed to the school Library  or  emailed to
library@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk,  by Friday, 10 June. We are
looking forward to some eye-catching work.

Library update
We recognise that half term can be difficult for some. If
you are feeling low or unsafe, it is important you talk to
someone and let them know how you feel.

Sometimes it can be difficult to talk to friends and family
so here are some other contacts and the link to our school
signposting page. 

https://sites.google.com/suttongrammar.london/sgs-
signposting/home

Out-of-school support

School Nurse Duty Line - 020 8770 5409
Childline – 0800 1111
Samaritans – 116 123

Hopeline – 0800 068 4141
NSPCC – 0808 800 5000
CAMHS – 0203 513 3800

 www.talkofftherecordonline.org
www.nspcc.org.uk

www.youngminds.org.uk
www.kooth.com

www.papyrus-uk.org

Duke of Edinburgh update
Over the weekend 21 and 22 May, the Wave 2 Bronze students in
Year 9 completed the third and final weekend of their Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award expedition programme along the Dorset
coastline. In warm, sunny weather the teams set off on Saturday,
walking along the cliff-top path from Kimmeridge to Hounstout
Cliff taking in the stunning views, before they turned inland and
walked towards Corfe Castle. They camped in a remote field on the
edge of Poole Harbour on Saturday night before walking back
towards Corfe via Old Harry’s Rocks near Studland. All four teams
did exceptionally well and were a credit to the school, and all have
now passed the expedition section of their Award. Over half term
28 boys in Wave 3 will also start their expedition training in the
Ashdown Forest.  

Important Dates
Half-Term – School Office closed

Year 12 Parents Evening
Year 12 Higher Education Day

Activities Week
Year 10 & 12 Work Experience

Year 6 Induction Day
Year 12 Higher Education Afternoon

Sports Day
Big Bang Fair

Year 13 Leavers' Dinner
End of Term

30 May - 3 June
9 June
24 June
27 June - 1 July
27 June - 1 July
6 July
6 July
7 July
8 July
8 July
15 July
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Did you know all students have free unlimited access to our online
reading resource, Sora? The Sora app is designed to encourage and
further your child's reading habits and allows students the
opportunity to download and read and listen to books on any
device. All they need to get started is their school email address. It
really is as easy as that. SORA has hundreds of titles to choose from
and there will be something for every child – GUARANTEED.

Click here to sign in to Sora

mailto:library@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
https://sites.google.com/suttongrammar.london/sgs-signposting/home
http://www.talkofftherecordonline.org/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
https://soraapp.com/welcome

