
School closure reminder

Wednesday, 21 September
School finishes at 1pm for students to
prepare for the Open Evening for
prospective Sutton Grammar students. We
also have a late start, 10 am, for students on
Thursday, 22 September.

Tuesday, 13 September
The school will be closed to all students, other than Year 12
and Prefects, on Tuesday, 13 September for the Selective
Eligibility Test. The school will reopen as normal on
Wednesday, 14 September.

Monday, 19 September
The school will be closed for Her Majesty's funeral.

In this period of national mourning we will take opportunities
to reflect and remember Her late Majesty The Queen in
lessons, as well as celebrate a life well lived. We have a whole-
school assembly planned for Wednesday morning and we will
be observing the Bank Holiday on Monday, 19 September. At
home, I would ask that you encourage your sons and daughters
to engage with the coverage of this truly significant moment in
history.

We have plenty to share in this issue of The Hoot about the
achievements of our students and opportunities provided by
our staff, echoing the hard work and service talked about
nationally in recent days. The values that The Queen
steadfastly stood for throughout her life, we can all aspire to.

We have shared some reminders, expectations and key
information for the start of term in this first edition of The Hoot
for this year. Please do make sure to read them.

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Wise Words
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In memory of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II 
1926-2022

It was with sadness that we heard the news of the death of Queen
Elizabeth II. We also recognise Her Majesty’s devotion, grace and
service to our nation over her 70-year reign.

School remains open as usual and we will continue with the normal
business of school life, such as sports fixtures and the selective
eligibility test, where appropriate pausing at these events to pay
tribute and mark the Queen’s passing. We will observe any
guidance that is issued by the government and keep you informed
if that alters our plans.

We will take opportunities in school to reflect on Her Majesty’s
remarkable reign, the accession of King Charles III and the
significant events unfolding over the coming days. This will
include a whole-school assembly on Wednesday, 14 September.



News from SGS PTA
We hope you’ve had a lovely break over
the summer and are ready to be starting
the new school year. A big welcome in
particular to those of you who are new
parents at the school. 

We are looking for new members to help support our social
and fundraising events this academic year. If you are interested
in finding out more, please contact: info@sgspta.com
If you work for a company that partakes in Match Funding,
then please contact: chair@sgspta.com
If you have some good fundraising ideas, but sadly can’t make
our meetings, we’d still like to hear from you, please email your
ideas to: info@sgspta.com

You will see and hear from the PTA as the year goes on with
updates on fundraising events and how the money is being spent at
Sutton Grammar School. Everyone is welcome to attend the PTA
meeting on Wednesday, 28 September at 7.30pm in the school
hall. Items to be discussed will include the Headmaster's update,
introduction to the PTA, upcoming events and funding requests
from the school. 

Dates for your Calendar: 

Wednesday 28 September, 7.30pm - PTA AGM 
Saturday 15 October, 6.00pm - Autumn Quiz
Friday 21 October, 3.00-4.00pm -  Second-hand uniform sale 
Monday 14 November, 7.30pm - PTA General Meeting
Thursday 15 December, 3.00-4.00pm - Second-hand uniform sale

How can you help? 

Please look out for our newsletter which will have more detailed
information about the events.
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Huge congratulation to Rajeshwari (pictured above) who is off to
New York University to study photography and imaging.
Rajeshwari applied to three BFA photography & imaging courses
(with a minor in German) at universities in America, and was
offered places at all of them but settled on NYU. Getting a place to
study photography at NYU is extremely difficult and only 35 to 40
places are offered to students out of approximately 700 applicants. 

Rajeshwari gave us her thoughts on studying art and photography
at Sutton Grammar School and on her decision to continue to
pursue her passion at university.

“I think that the A-level art programme entirely changed my
approach to art and photography in general, especially considering
my GCSE course was purely photography. Although I did struggle
with how broad this course was initially, and the fact that I had no
skills in techniques such as drawing from observation, the
experience has been beyond useful and made me more creative
and willing to explore new resources and pathways and I am
certain that this openness will help me at NYU and make my art a
lot more unique although my course focuses on photography. 

“Ms Trentinella was definitely the teacher who I connected with
the most and without the amazing opportunity of being taught and
encouraged by her and hearing about her lively and unique
experience of studying photography in America followed by her
exciting career and experience of art afterwards, I would not be
going to New York to study, or even considered it as a possibility.
After GCSE, although art was definitely my favorite subject, I faced
a lot of hesitance and uncertainty in deciding to commit to it as a
future career path and there was always stigma and disapproval
around the concept both culturally and at a grammar school in
general too. Hearing about Ms Lo Russo's late start to studying
photography in Italy and seeing her enthusiasm and personal
passion for photography through her film photography and Ms
Delafond's extensive experience in teaching art around the world
changed my views a lot and made me feel more secure about art. I
found having three different teachers and consequently three
different opinions on my work incredibly helpful when I was
creating a portfolio”.

Rajeshwari heads for New York

Our new Year 7s
We have been so pleased to welcome our new Year 7s to Sutton
Grammar, and I have very much enjoyed getting to know and
teach some of them so far. I have seen how well they have thrown
themselves into school life and their lessons and are already
starting to get to know their way around. They have been
constantly polite and helpful and I am really looking forward to
seeing them continue to grow and mature and enjoy all of the
things Sutton Grammar has to offer. 

From Ms Adil, Head of Year 7

We would also like to congratulate Nat, Demeter & Eddie (pictured
above from left to right) who are all moving onto exciting art-
based university degree courses and apprenticeships.

mailto:info@sgspta.com
mailto:chair@sgspta.com
mailto:info@sgspta.com


As we start the new school year, we would like to share some reminders, expectations and key information with you.

Start of the school year reminders and notices
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We would like to remind parents wishing to take students out of
school during term time that they must complete this absence
request form. Once completed, the request form should be
emailed to absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk. Please note the
trustees have announced that absences in term time will be
recorded as an unauthorised absence, unless there are exceptional
circumstances. 

Special absence requests

Forgotten school equipment
Please note our office staff will do their best to deliver forgotten
items such as PE kits, homework and lunch boxes to students.
However, the office is often very busy and we cannot guarantee
that your child will receive late items in time for their lessons. If
your child is aware you will be dropping something they need,
please ask them to come to the office to collect it. This will
hopefully ensure they have what they need at the right time. 

Mobile phones
For the new school year 2022/23 we will maintain the ban of
mobile phones and related technological devices from the school
site for students in Years 7 – 11. Year 12 and 13 students have a
specific area where they may use their mobile devices, this is the
top floor of the Sixth Form Block.

The ban will be in force from the moment students enter the
school building until the moment they leave the school site at the
end of the day. Mobile phones seen during the school day will be
confiscated and can be collected from the school office at the end
of the day.

Drop off & pick up
Please can we remind parents to be considerate of the residents
around the school when you are dropping off and picking up your
child. Please do not park across driveways or block up the roads
around the school. 

Reporting a student absence
Please can parents notify the school of any absence using the
following email - absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk. Please
do not email Form Tutors or the Head of Year.

If you leave a voice message on the school absence line, please
make sure you spell all names clearly and include the form of your
child. This should be done by 8am on the day of absence and will
help ensure our registers are accurate at the start of the school day,
and will avoid the school emailing or calling to establish why your
child is absent from school.

Disabilities of parents/carers
The school has a duty to ensure it meets the needs of people with
disabilities who use its services. Through the admissions
procedures, the school receives information about individual
students who require special arrangements for their education. The
school wants, however, to ensure that we are able to put any
necessary arrangements in place for parents/carers with disabilities
who may need to visit the school, for example for parents’
evenings. If you have any disability which may affect how you
access the school or have any suggestions for the school to improve
your access to school events or information, please let us know by
writing to the School Secretary or by sending an email to
office@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk.

Label uniform items 
Please make sure uniform, coats, bags, shoes and especially PE kit
are labelled to ensure lost items can be reunited with their owners.
If your child loses any item of uniform, please encourage them to
look in the lost property box which is located near the Premises
office.

Late arrival
We believe that all students are only able to achieve their potential
if they attend school punctually and avoid missing lessons. If
students are late they must register at the school office. If they do
not register, an automated absence email is generated and sent to
parents and carers to establish why a student is absent. For
persistent late arrivals the school has a detention policy which is
shown below.

3 late arrivals – an email is sent to parents for information
6 late arrivals – 30 minute detention – parents are forewarned
9 late arrivals – 1hr detention with the Deputy Head – parents are
forewarned
12 late arrivals – 1hr & 15min detention with the Deputy Head –
parents are invited into school for a meeting

Lanyards
Students must wear lanyards with their ID badge at all times when
in school. Any student who has lost their ID badge must report the
loss to the school office. A new ID badge must then be paid for via
ParentPay before a new one can be issued at a cost of £5. Broken or
lost lanyards can be collected from the relevant Head of Year. The
sanction for a student not wearing a lanyard with their ID badge is
a 20-minute same day detention.

Student records
We would like to remind parents and carers to ensure that all the
contact and other details we hold for your child are correct. It is
very important that your email address is the one that you
currently use as all the information sent to you is via email. Please
email the school office with any updated information.

School uniform reminder
Thank you to all parents and carers for their continued support
with uniform, which makes our students look so smart. We expect
all students to wear full school uniform at all times, including their
journey to and from school. Students are also expected to wear
their blazers/school jumpers, except for hot days when students
may opt to carry these instead. 

Canteen News
Students at SGS purchase their lunch and snacks by placing their
finger on the Biometric Reader in the school canteen and snack
shack. Payment is then deducted from their online account.
Accounts must be topped up in advance using the ParentPay
system. Parents are able to see what items have been purchased by
logging into their ParentPay account and clicking on Transaction
history and then Payment history. Canteen menus for this term
and current price lists can be viewed here.

School Library
Our Library is open until 5.30pm daily. We have a full range of
books to suit all students, with our collection being regularly added
to throughout the year.  To get in touch with us please email: 
 library@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Absence%20Request%20Form%20-%20Sept%202021.pdf
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Absence%20Request%20Form%20-%20Sept%202021.pdf
mailto:absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
mailto:absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
mailto:office@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
mailto:office@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/information/school-meals
mailto:ibrary@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk


Extracurricular Clubs and
Enrichment 

Whether these clubs or activities happen before the start of school,
during break, lunchtime or after school, they all have the same
goal of enriching our students. We aim to stimulate and extend
students’ passions, interests and knowledge. Students can choose to
take part in competitive and recreational sports, musical activities,
art, technology, history and many other activities. All
extracurricular activities are inclusive in nature, and we encourage
all of our students to take part and showcase their many talents.

Please click here to view our new timetable of extracurricular clubs
and enrichment activities on offer during the Winter term.  

At Sutton Grammar we pride ourselves on the
wide variety of extracurricular clubs and
enrichment activities which enhance the school
curriculum. This is made possible by the help
of our dedicated and enthusiastic staff and the
regular voluntary donations parents make to
the  school fund, including being able to claim
Gift Aid on the donations we receive. 

D&T clock designs
Students worked diligently towards the end of the summer term;
attending lunchtime and after school clubs to ensure that they
complete their Design and Technology projects. Below is a
selection of clocks designed and made by Year 9 students.

During summer sports, all Year 7s could come to two sports
sessions: one football and one cricket. Each day consisted of
multiple activities, however they weren’t just football or cricket
matches but instead activities that tested your skill and teamwork. I
personally prefer football and wouldn’t say I’m a predominant
cricket player, but summer school shone a new light for me. I tried
cricket for the first time and really enjoyed it. I’m still improving,
so I could say I’m not the best I can be YET, however I will keep
going under the encouragement of my friends, peers and teachers.
Doing our activities, we were able to bond with our peers and make
new friends before school started. Throughout the two days there
wasn’t any crying or anyone sad but instead the air was filled with
happiness, laughter and FUN!

SGS Law students

A record number of 13 members of the school's Law Society
(pictured above) begin their university studies this autumn in
pursuit of various careers in the law. 12 students commence
studying on law degrees, including James Quayle, who goes  to
Trinity College, Cambridge and Mashhood Ahmed, who goes to
Balliol College, Oxford. A 13th student, Haytham Jolliffe, has
accepted a place at Nottingham University to study German and
History before embarking on studying for his professional law
examinations. We wish them every success in their future careers.
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Year 7 Sports Induction
By Elorm Fumey 7M

Mr Cloves' Marathon March
I am raising money for a great local charity
that shares a lot of the values we do as a
school. Palace for Life Foundation aims to
change the lives of young people in South
London through participation and sport.
I’m walking a marathon around South
London, the Marathon March, on Saturday,
24 September.

(Pictured above) Crystal Palace legend and recently appointed Palace for Life patron
Mark Bright will be taking part in the March

If you are able I would be very grateful for sponsorship of a couple
of pounds (it will all add up) by going to my JustGiving page here.

Thanks, Mr Cloves

Some of the Year 7 Sports Induction students enjoying the football session

https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/school-life/curricular-enrichment
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ben-Cloves1


Eligibility for free school
meals

Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working
Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than
£16,190)
Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop
qualifying for Working Tax Credit
Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your
household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and
not including any benefits you receive).

You may be able to get free school meals if you receive any of the
following:

By registering for free school meals you could save hundreds of
pounds per year. In turn, the school will receive funding, known as
Pupil Premium, for use within the general curriculum, as the
government pays schools for each pupil registered. 

For those students entitled to a free school meal, a daily sum is
automatically added to the child's cashless card and they pass
through the checkout in the same way as those paying for their
meals. 

If you meet the criteria and would like to apply for free school
meals, please email Ms O’Connor in the school office. She will
arrange a convenient time to call you and input all the relevant
details into a secure government website to apply.
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New Scientific Research
Club
Our new Scientific Research Club has been designed for Year 12 &
13 Science students to help them build both their scientific literacy  
and writing skills.

Students will be reading scientific literature, including journals and
papers, and dissecting new research in all areas of science. Students
will be sent a paper to read once a fortnight or they can bring in a
paper to discuss. It will be very helpful for students who wish to
read a science/medicine at university as it will be an introduction
to how to read scientific papers. It will also try to serve as an
introduction to scientific research - how it's done, and hopefully
lead up to conducting some research and writing a paper. 

The club starts on Thursday, 15 September and will run on a
Thursday in week B from 12.55 to 1.35pm in Lab 19.

Journalism opportunity for
Year 10s

The Young Reporter Scheme, working in partnership with
Newsquest Media Group, run an exciting extracurricular
opportunity for students in Years 10 to 13, allowing them to
experience what it is like to work for a real live newspaper. It is a
fantastic experience for them to put on their CVs and it can be run
alongside Duke of Edinburgh (bronze and silver). Newsquest is one
of the largest news organisations in the UK and have a portfolio of
more than 120 news brands and 29 magazines, online and in print.
With an online audience of almost 40 million users, our content is
read by a substantial proportion of the UK population.

This unique scheme is structured as if students are working directly
for the paper, as they are given deadlines to work to, topics to write
about and every article is published on Newsquest’s range of online
newspapers. Throughout the scheme, students can apply to cover
some exciting events, interviews, theatre reviews, large attractions
and other opportunities. In addition to this they can compete to
have their work published on the Student Comet, which is our own
student newspaper. If interested, please email contact Mr Karlsson 

SGS bee hives

Two bee hives (pictured above) have appeared at Northey, under
the ownership and management of beekeepers Mr and Mrs Gunn
of SGS and with the help, protection and enthusiasm of SGS, as the
hives have environmental, scientific and eventually, honey
benefits. We will keep you updated on the hive an how they are
settling in later in the term.

ParentPay issues
Apologies that there have been issues with the ParentPay and
Canteen systems. You may have seen in the press that there is a
national problem that ParentPay have been having. This is now
being resolved and normal service will resume from today,
Monday. This will speed up the canteen and will allow parents to
see the balance on student accounts.

At the end of the summer term Ms Winter
took 108 pens to the Terra-cycle scheme in
Rymans in Sutton where they will be
recycled into new materials. 

Thank you to everyone who brought in old
pens to recycle. 

The Green Team

Environment Club update

mailto:coconnor@suttonmail.org
mailto:skarlsson@suttonmail.org


Top Year 7 book borrowers
Congratulations to Eric 7W, Ruoqi 7T, Kavish 7L, Marcus 7G and
Advaith 7M, who won library prizes and certificates for being our
top Year 7 book borrowers across the last academic year,
borrowing between 20 - 40 books, which is a brilliant effort. 

(Pictured above left to right) Eric 7W, Ruoqi 7T, Kavish 7L and Marcus 7G
(Advaith 7M is not pictured)
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18 to 23 July - Elan Valley, mid-Wales
12 to 17 August - Cheviot Hills, Northumberland

To Gold DofE is to jump head first into the lake of crazy. In which
lurks, the absurd notion of sleeping in a tent, certain midges
attacks, and the terrifying prospect of being around the same group
of people for more than eight hours a day. But fear not, by good
readers, for I, a person who in their hubris embarked on this semi-
self-destructive quest, with 19 others (pictured below), are about to
reveal some of the chaos we survived.

Over the four days and three nights it is safe to say, in my objective
opinion, Red Team proved themselves to be the far superior team.
Waking up at 5.30am regardless of the weather. Walking more than
a half marathon each day without either getting lost or losing
members of the team. And most importantly seeing the most dams.  

But it was not easy being the best group. One of things they forget
to tell you before DofE is that just because a map says there is a
footpath in a certain place it does not mean there is a footpath
there. For all you know there could be a metre and half tall grass
there. We know that now. 

However, it was suffering like that which transformed a group of
acquaintances to close friends. Doing as the Beatles suggested and
coming together as we grooved slowly up first the Cambrian
Mountain and Cheviot Hills and ensuring everyone ended the
expedition with the same number of limbs and spirits higher than
we started. 

After completing both expeditions we now only face completing
our other sections before we are invited to collect our awards from
Buckingham Palace. At this stage, I would also like to, on behalf of
everyone who attended, thank Outspark for organising the details
surrounding the expedition a preparing us so well, the teachers Mr
Zakrzewski and Mr Denton for driving us to the far flung locations
for expedition, and a special thanks to Mr Biddle for putting the
whole thing on.

DofE Gold expeditions

There is also a list below of all the DofE expeditions this half term:

10-11th September: Y10 Bronze Wave 4 Training - Ashdown Forest
16-19th September: Y12 Silver Qualifying - Exmoor
23-25th September: Y10 Bronze Wave 4 Practice - New Forest
30th Sep - 3rd Oct: Y11 Silver Practice - New Forest
7-9th October: Y10 Bronze Wave 4 Qualifying - Dorset
14-17th October: Y11 Silver Qualifying - Forest of Dean

Duke of Edinburgh update

By Aidan Sinclair (12)

DofE Silver expedition

The Year 12 Silver practice expedition took place in the Brecon
Beacons from 26 to 29 August. Students left school early on the
Friday morning, just hours after collecting their GCSE results, and
we drove across to Wales. The students then went straight onto the
mountain with instructors from Outspark and learnt a range of
skills for their expeditions. On Saturday they made their way
through mixed terrain to the first camp, followed by a long and
challenging day on Sunday, climbing all the way up the 800m high
Fan Foel ridge and following the high ridge-line for most of the
day. All teams coped really well with the challenging terrain and
will be completing their qualifying expedition in Exmoor between
the 16-19 September. 



Congratulations to Stefan Ciutac (8M), who was a runner-up in The
Eurekas – A Limit Less Challenge. Stefan impressed the judges by
building his very own mechanical generator. This was Stefan’s
covering letter about his entry into the competition: 

“Physics is about lightbulb moments. It’s about discovering,
experimenting, and innovating. To demonstrate this, I designed
and built a mechanical AC generator that would be able to power
an LED; quite literally experimentation and innovation leading to a
lightbulb moment. It works because of magnetic induction; in this
case a magnet passing through a copper tube which induces
current. The tube is attached to a pulley and a small weight which
turn it in 180-degree increments (once the magnet reaches the end
of the tube, it needs to be turned, a bit like an hourglass). Finally,
due to the scale of the generator, a current amplifier is wired
between the LED and the generator.  I believe that this
demonstrates both literally and metaphorically- the point of
physics.” 

The Eurekas

Important Dates
School closed for SET

School closed for Her Majesty's funeral
 1pm early closure for Open Evening

10am late start following Open Evening
Half-term holiday
Autumn term end

13 September
19 September
21 September
22 September
24 October - 4 November
16 December

LSE for Hisham

Our Head of Economics, Mr Bartlett, congratulates Hisham
Abdullah (pictured above) on being awarded a New Futures Fund
Studentship from the London School of Economics and Political
Science (the LSE). The award pays for Hisham's tuition fees
throughout the three years of his studying on the BSc Economics
undergraduate course.
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Young Financial Journalist
competition

On being a finalist in the competiton, Oliver said, "I was already
quite interested in finance and I’ve considered banking as a career.
The competition was an opportunity to take that interest and put it
to use in writing," says Oliver. "I’m very glad to be a finalist in this
competition and it’s quite exciting to have made it this far! I feel
proud of my achievement and I’m definitely excited and happy."

Catherine Winter, one of the judges, remarked on Oliver’s writing,
saying, "Oliver sets out the history of money, barter and exchange.
He backs up his arguments with evidence and summarises the
issues concisely. He ends his article with an original, very thought-
provoking twist, highlighting the downsides as well as the benefits."

More details about the competition can be found here.

School Fund
Thank you to all those parents and carers who continue to support
the school by paying a voluntary contribution to our School Fund
each month. The suggested amount for 2022/23 is £50 per child,
however we understand that some parents/carers may be able to
pay more and some less, so please adjust the amount accordingly.
With the help of our dedicated and enthusiastic staff, the School
Fund is used to ensure that we can protect the curriculum
enrichment and quality of our school offer. This includes
providing such benefits as a counsellor, language assistants and
extra science technicians for our outstanding project work. We
provide a large extracurricular programme including extensive
sport at the weekend, extra swimming classes, electronics lessons,
chess teams, orchestra and music clubs, debating teams and much
more.

If you don’t currently contribute and would like details please
email the finance team at finance@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk.
At this time of increasing costs, all contributions at any level help
us maintain our high quality provision for your child. Thank you
for your support.

Huge congratulations to Oliver Karlsson (9M),
who was runner-up in this year's London
Institute of Banking & Finance (LIBF) and the
Financial Times (FT) Young Financial
Journalist competition.

Contact The Hoot 
The Hoot editorial team welcome comments,
feedback and contributions. 

We are very proud of our students at Sutton Grammar School
and would love to share their special achievements with
everyone in the school community.

If you have any news you would like to share, please send us an
email and a photo to erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

https://www.libf.ac.uk/study/financial-education/student-zone/young-financial-journalist
mailto:finance@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
mailto:erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

