
As I write, our Duke of Edinburgh Bronze group is setting off
for Dorset for their qualifying expedition. This is one of 15
expeditions taking place this academic year, as we are catching
up after Covid. I am eternally grateful to the staff for giving up
their time to support this fantastic opportunity for learning and
growth outside of the classroom for our students.

Mr Biddle has built on the foundations set by Miss Bartlett, and
the school presents over 100 Duke of Edinburgh Awards each
year, keeping up this impressive output even through the
pandemic.

It's not just the camps and hikes that echo our school's values,
but the opportunities to take up new skills and giving to the
community that reinforce the messages we share in school
about learning, service, and participation.

I enjoyed reading the report from an expedition in this edition.
Next week I'm looking forward to seeing the presentations
from our two Gold expeditions that took place over the
summer holidays.

Congratulations to our students who achieved awards through
the scheme, and thanks again to the dedicated staff, without
their support this would not happen.

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Wise Words
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Year 13 Economics students
recognised for their writing

A-level Economics continues to be a very popular essay-based
course, taught in the Humanities faculty, with 70% of last year's
students achieving either an A or A* grade and 13 of the 27 students
continuing their study of the subject at university. Successful
students take every opportunity to research and write about
economics, with three of the current students recently receiving
external recognition of their work.

Writing on how the Covid-19 pandemic impacted inequalities,
Vivek Kanani (13B) (picture above left) was highly commended in
the New College of the Humanities economics essay competition.
He is currently applying to study economics at Imperial College
London. 

The editor of the school's economics magazine, ‘Incentives’, Yunus
Qayyum (13B) (pictured above centre) was successful in the Caius
Explore Economics essay competition, for his entry on ‘Is human
dignity a factor of production?’. As part of his prize, Yunus attended
a lunch at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, hosted by the
collage's Director of Studies. Yunus is now applying to the college
to study economics.

Most recently, Yameen Rahman (13Z) (pictured above right) was
commended by the Royal Economic Society for the ‘amazing
creativity and originality’ of his essay on cryptocurrency and
financial stability. Yameen is currently applying to Balliol College,
Oxford to study Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE). 

The next edition of ‘Incentives’ is due to be published shortly after
half term. 

Important school policies
We would like to remind parents and carers that the current
behaviour, reward and sanction policy can be found under School
Policies in the Information section of the school website.  If you are
not familiar with this policy, please click here to read it.

We would like to wish our Nepali
Hindu school community a very
Happy Dashain. 

https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Behaviour%2c%20Rewards%20and%20Sanctions%20Policy%202022.pdf


Arriving at school to overcast clouds and constant drizzle, with our
rucksacks and walking clothes, we couldn't wait to get past trivial
things like double maths to pile into the minibuses that set off into
a slightly rough (Mr Denton maybe didn’t see the speed bumps or
rutted dirt roads that sent us flying around in the back) journey
towards the New Forest for our second Duke of Edinburgh outing.

Arriving at the campsite in darkness, we bundled out of the
minibuses and went straight to the process of putting up tents, to
varying degrees of success. After a fitful sleep, we were awake by
6:45 and cooking breakfast. All sorts of culinary delights were on
offer, from sausages and bacon to porridge and pancakes - one
group seemed to be enjoying a warming boil-in-the-bag chicken
curry. Afterwards, we got to know our adult leaders for the
weekend and received maps, compasses and emergency bags
(pictured below).

DofE Bronze practice
expedition
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Blood, sweat, and horrible jokes by Oliver Dunbar 10G

Our campsite that day was reached by around half past three, with
teams somehow arriving from every direction, crawling under
hedges and over fences to reach their final destination for the day.
Bags were emptied and repacked, tents were put up, and dinner was
cooked - yet more chicken curry in a bag for that same group. Once
everything had been sorted, a massive game of football started, with
players wearing socks, walking boots and sliders in a giant free-for-
all, interrupted when Oli was carried in his sleeping bag onto the
middle of the impromptu pitch and dropped, leaving him to hop all
the way back to his tent.

Armed with a few hours of sleep in the tents, we woke up to dew-
soaked ground and cold temperatures. Today was a longer route - 17
kilometres mostly on the cycle paths in the New Forest. We made
steady progress but slowed down to enjoy ourselves, passing a
strange stone ‘Portuguese fireplace’ in the middle of a field, and
seeing huge stags, fluorescent green caterpillars, wild horses and a
surprise visit from some roaming pigs. Moreover, at one of the
checkpoints an open-air reptile centre awaited us (pictured below),
where we consumed much of our time searching for elusive snakes,
slow worms and lizards. 

Armed with our OS maps and a vague sense of which direction we
needed to go, the groups set off at a blazing pace over the open
ground, getting to the first checkpoint at 2.5 kilometres in just half
an hour. From there, we were advised to go slower as there was
some tricky navigation ahead in the forest. The day was spent
following paths, reaching checkpoints and stopping for breaks and
lunch. Many other DofE groups were wandering around lost, none
with the expertise of orienteering given to us by Mr Biddle, Laura
and Joel. During the walk, our group of seven would agree on a
topic and proceed to let rip the worst, most horrendously bad puns
on areas such as rocks, trees, trains, and, somehow, pitta bread.

The terrain was relatively easy, and with only a few massively-
diverting ‘shortcuts’ we continued on our way, helped along by
wheelbarrows of snacks and even more bad jokes. In no time at all
we were twisting and turning our way closer to the end, tired and
sore but content and happy. Handing in the emergency bags, maps
and Trangias, gas-burning stoves that we used to cook breakfast and
dinner, we piled back on the coach to school and home.

All in all, it was a fun and challenging weekend, and one which I
recommend highly. Thank you to everyone who made it happen,
and bring on the qualifying in Dover.

(Pictured above) Some of the DofE expedition taking a well earned rest

Harry K (8G) is the winner of the summer book review competition
with his brilliant review of 'Wolf Brother' by Michelle Paver. Corin
in (8M) and Mubashir (8G) are very worthy runners-up.
Congratulations to all KS3 students who took part. Everyone will be
awarded an achievement point for their reviews.

Book review competition



Y 12

Y 8

Y 10

12 October
 

6 - 7.30pm

During this evening parents/carers of Year 10 students will hear from the Head of Year about
how this cohort has settled into this important first year of Key Stage 4. You will also have the
opportunity, along with other parents, to meet your child’s tutor. Students should not attend
this evening.

Year 10

Year 7
Parents/carers of our new Year 7 students will hear from the Head of Year about how they
have settled into life at Sutton Grammar School. There will then be an opportunity to meet
your child’s tutor as well as other parents. Students should not attend this evening.

13 October
 

6 - 7.30pm

17 October
 

5.30 - 7.00pm

During this evening current Year 12 parents/carers will receive an update on how this year
group is settling in, as well as information on how best to support your Sixth Former in this
important first year of Key Stage 5. You will also have the opportunity, along with other
parents, to meet your child’s tutor. Students should not attend this evening.

Year 12
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Congratulations to our U13 table tennis squad who finished 2nd,
and to the U15 team, who came 3rd in the Borough table tennis
championships  (pictured above).

PE department news

The aim for this evening is for the Head of Lower School to provide key information for
parents/carers about this year, how the year has settled in, and share some tips for a successful
Key Stage 3. You will also have the opportunity, along with other parents, to meet your child’s
tutor. Students should not attend this evening.

11 October
 

6 - 7.00pm
Year 8

Meet the Tutor dates and information

Dates Year Group Relevant Information

Saturday morning football
refreshments are back
With Saturday morning football fixtures back in full swing at
Northey Avenue, we are delighted to say so are our hot
refreshments. Lindsay in the pavilion kitchen will be offering
bacon and vegetarian sausage butties, tea and coffee. Please note
Lindsay can only accept cash.

Pictured above is the 3rd XI football team who played four matches
on Wednesday as part of the extensive Sixth Form Games
programme.

Pictured above is our Cross Country Club training for the Borough
Championships next week.  We would like to wish them all the
very best of luck.

Second-hand uniform sale

Maroon & black blazers
P.E. shorts and shirts in house colours
House ties

The PTA second-hand uniform volunteers will be selling uniform
at school on Friday, 21 October between 3pm and 4pm. The sale
will take place in the hall and entrance will be via Manor Lane. If
you are unable to attend the uniform sale, please send an email and
we will let you know if we have the item of uniform in  stock  -
secondhanduniform@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk. Payments can
be made by cash or card. 

If you have any school uniform that your child has outgrown and is
in good condition, please drop it to the school office. We currently
have low stock/high demand for:

mailto:secondhanduniform@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk


Chess Team success

The Chess Team have continued their successful streak so far this
term by winning the Major and coming second in the Minor at the
Russell Trophy. Well done to the A and B teams (pictured above)
that competed.

Important Dates
Year 8 Meet the Tutor 
Year 10 Meet the Tutor

Year 7 Meet the Tutor
Year 12 Meet the  Tutor

E-safety information evening 
Year 11 Parents evening

PTA Second-hand uniform sale
Half-term holiday

Sixth Form Open Evening
INSET Day

Christmas Concert
Autumn term end

11 October
12 October
13 October
17 October
19 October
20 October
21 October
24 October - 4 November
16 November
21 November
1 December
16 December
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Art update

Year 9s have been learning about Romanticism. After learning
about John Constable's work, they were challenged to draw clouds
from direct observation (pictured above).

Library news
Our new Scholastic Book Club is up and
running and there's a great selection of teen
fiction for you to browse. If you wish to
purchase any books, please place your
order here by Wednesday, 16 October. All
book orders are delivered to school, so you
pay no postage charge, and students are
notified when their books are ready for
collection from the Library.

Our online E-safety information evening has now been booked for
Wednesday, 19 October, from 5.30 to 6.30pm, and is open to all
parents and carers. Our expert speaker, Steve Welding, Education
E-safety Advisor from the local authority, will be offering advice to
parents on keeping students safe online.  Entry to the school will be
via the Greyhound Road entrance from 5.15pm, and there will be
parking in the playground. Refreshments will be available in the
hall and please note this is a parent-only event.

New date for E-safety event

Victory is once again ours. What can I say other than that Warwick
are just the greatest to ever do it. Every Warwick member should
be proud of what they achieved this year from Year 7 winning
house cricket to Year 12 dominating house football.

This year was special. Unity. Never in my time at SGS have I seen a
house so unified in supporting each other to strive for greatness.
The atmosphere created by Warwick was just immense, no other
house does it like us. The double. The delightful double: Sports Day
Shield and House Shield are both ours. Arsenal 2004, Barcelona
2009, Manchester United 1999 all very dominant but none as
prevailing as Warwick 2021/2022.

Whilst we may be a house formed on teamwork and unity,
individual talents helped us strive to victory. Min Cheon deserves a
standing ovation for his consistent great performance for the house
over the years with last year being his last. Raph did the house
proud, getting athlete of the year by winning both 100m and 200m.
Julian Owusu, Ajaih Nithyananthan and Luka Alves Zerener put out
excellent performances to secure a very dominant victory in house
football. Brian Otu was stellar throughout the year in various house
competitions.  

Many thanks to Mr Brown, our House Master, and long live the 
 greatness of Warwick. 

Warwick House student leaders are: 
Ajaih Nithyananthan - Co-captain
Efan Macmillan - Co-captain
Julian Owusu - Sports captain
James Ruggins - Secretary

Warwick House news
By Ajaih Nithyananthan 13GA

(Pictured above) Some of the Warwick House celebrating after winning the Sports
Day Shield including Co-Captains Ajaih and Efan who are holding the shield.

https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/schools/sutton-grammar-school/digital-book-club

