
Accounting competition
Seven SGS teams, each comprising four Year 12 students, entered
this year's prestigious BASE (Business Accounting Skills Education)
competition, run by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
England and Wales (ICAEW). 

In successive rounds of the competition, team members were
required to evaluate a range of options to address a specific business
problem and then advise different stakeholders on the most
effective strategy to implement. 

The competition develops the students' teamworking skills, as well
as their ability to present ideas clearly and concisely. Last term, our
team, pictured right, of (left to right) Varun Srivastava; Vishi
Srivastava; Dylan Trinkler and Raphael Bonnet competed in the
national final, held for the first time online, where they only
narrowly lost out to very strong opposition.

The school is in the midst of its busiest term. Students and staff
are deep into the curriculum, working hard in and out of the
classroom. Going around the corridors you can get a feel for
the industry and engagement of SGS in full swing. 

Our sports fixtures, CCF and other extra-curricular activities,
as well as a small number of trips, are back up and running. It’s
great to share a flavour of this with you in The Hoot.

With Sixth Form Open Evening this week and Meet the Tutor
events next week it’s also great to get back in touch with the
families of our students once again and strengthen that sense of
our whole school community. 

There are a host of other events in the pipeline and you will
find lots of information about these in this issue. I do hope you
are able to come along and enjoy these, supporting our
students in the process.

I’m particularly looking forward to the mufti day on Friday, 10
December when I can legitimately break out my specially
commissioned SGS Christmas jumper.

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster
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We want to share our thanks with all staff and students who
participated in our recent Sixth Form Open Evening, which was a
huge success. After a challenging few years, when we have been
unable to invite visitors into the school, we were thrilled to see
the school full of life and positively buzzing. 

We would like to give a special mention to the Prefect Team for
their organisation and help in setting up the event. They also
marshalled, directed, amused, conversed and advised on subject
choices and extra-curricular activities. They were the absolute
heart of the event. 

Visitors commented on how much they enjoyed the evening and
thanked us for creating an exciting and friendly environment.
Some visitors stopped to thank us for a wonderful experience
and asked "How do we apply?" As a school we felt an immense
sense of pride in our staff and students and we are grateful to
them all.

Sixth Form Open Evening 



Tickets for our Christmas Concert are now on sale through
ParentPay.  The PTA have kindly offered to supply refreshments
at this event, including mulled wine and mince pies. Our
students are working hard to showcase their musical talents and
make it a memorable night of music.

Christmas ConcertLost property

As you can see, the school lost property box is overflowing with
uniform, bags and coats. If your child is missing any uniform please
encourage them to look through this box so they can be reunited
with missing items.  We would also  like to remind parents to clearly
mark your child’s belongings – especially PE kits and coats – so that
we can return items to them. 

Lost property items that are unnamed and not collected will be
passed to the PTA second hand uniform to sell at the end of term.

The Personal Development Curriculum at Sutton Grammar School is
designed to empower pupils to make informed, healthy and positive
decisions driven by values of kindness, empathy and respect. 
 
This half term, your child will be learning about:
 
Year 7 – Getting along – hallmarks of positive friendships, emotional
intelligence, bullying
 
Year 8 – Healthy lifestyles – balance between physical and mental
health, body image in the media
 
Year 9 – Respectful relationships – hallmarks of positive, long-term,
stable relationships, types of union, responsibility within a
relationship
 
Year 10 – Consent – the law around consent, recognising consent
 
Year 11 – Gender equality – masculinity and the media, respectful
interactions, allyship
 
Year 12 – Respect and equality – healthy friendships and
relationships, sexual harassment, allyship
 
Year 13 – Stable relationships – hallmarks of positive, long-term,
stable relationships, responsibility within a relationship  
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Saturday morning football
refreshments are back
With Saturday morning football fixtures back in full swing we are
pleased to welcome David, from the Really Awesome Coffee
Company, who will be at Northey Avenue with a range of
refreshments.

David offers a wide menu of coffees, hot chocolates and other
café favourites from his mobile van service. He will also have a
range of hot food, such as bacon and sausage butties, sausage rolls
and pasties, including vegetarian options. There will also be
delicious cakes, pastries and other sweet treats. Cash and card
payments accepted.
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They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
 

On Thursday, 11 November the whole school took part in a
Remembrance service. The service began with an introduction from
the Headmaster and was followed by the names of the fallen Sutton
Grammar students from World War II and other conflicts. The
names were read by Warrant Officer Oliver Cummings, Staff
Corporal Lorenzo Heitmeyer and Head Student Matteo
O’Donoghue, who also laid a wreath below the school war memorial.

Trumpeter Niall Hutton then had the honour of sounding The Last
Post, which was followed by a minute's silence. The service ended
with The Reveille, played by Niall, and a Remembrance prayer.  

It was a moving and fitting service to remember our fallen Old
Suttonians.

School Remembrance event

SGS cadets assist at the Cenotaph 
Sutton's cadets returned to Horse Guards Parade this year for the official Remembrance Parade, after a
hiatus last year when everything was called off. The cadets were assisting the Royal British Legion's volunteer
stewards on Horse Guards and in Whitehall, welcoming the veterans to the march past, helping to organise
the columns and even offering a pushing hand where this was needed for veterans in wheelchairs on the
march itself. 

The cadets, all from the Sixth Form, were privileged to be able to support the country's veterans, and their
help was well received. Having started at Morden tube station at 6.30am, and not finishing until the last
marching group received their salute from Prince William around 12 noon, it was an undoubtedly long but
rewarding morning. We're glad it's back.

CCF Remembrance Parade
The CCF held their annual Remembrance Parade on Tuesday, 9
November. Boys from Sutton Grammar, together with girls from
Nonsuch, stood in the twilight to hear the names of Sutton
students who fell in World War I. 

These included one of the contingent's first cadet leaders, Sydney
Neville Levitt, after whom the Year 9 platoon is now named. The
names were read by the contingent's senior cadets, led by
Corporal Major Grace Ellingham and Warrant Officer Oliver
Cummings. The contingent commander, Wing Commander
David Hobbs, gave a short address. 

This happened to be the first parade for the huge platoon of new
Year 9 cadets, and it was a suitably solemn and impressive way to
begin their cadet careers.  

When you go home, tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.

 
 

Lest We Forget
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(Above) Key Stage 3 Prize Winner: Vikram Chohan – Drawing of a Hyper Realistic Eye

(Above) Mixed Media Winner: Varun Vijay – Fly Away

House Photography winner
We had lots of fantastic entries
in the House Photography
Competition this term. With
the theme of minimalism,
students were able to explore
this abstract form of
photography focusing on one
particular subject, rather than
an abundance of colour,
patterns and information. Huge
congratulations to Rishit
Madired (10L) who won with
his photograph (right). 

We have now launched our new Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of
Edinburgh's Award programmes, with all expeditions returning
to camping overnight. Due to year groups missing out on
expeditions becuase of Covid over the last year, we will be
offering Silver and Gold to two year groups so that all who want
to take part can do so. Some details are below, with more
information to follow in assemblies and an information letter.  

Please note students wishing to sign up for DofE Bronze and
Gold need to do so by Friday, 3 December. Silver Award sign-up
will be launched in January. 

Bronze: Available to those in Year 9, with expeditions taking
place in four separate waves from March through to October.

Silver: Available to Year 10 and Year 11, expeditions in the Brecon
Beacons (25-28 August) and Exmoor (16-19 September). 

Gold:  Available to Year 12 and Year 13, expeditions in the
Cambrian Mountains (18-23 July) and Northumberland (12-17
August)

(Above) Digital Runner-up: Richan Drever - Digital Art KS3

(Right) 3D Sculpture Winner & Key Stage 3
Prize Runner-up: Estiaan Lombard –
Recycled Rosa Sculpture

Sutton Arts Council Youth
Art winners 

We were delighted that a number of
our students had the opportunity to
take part in the Sutton Youth Arts
competition this year. This fantastic
competition is a celebration of youth
art from around the borough.
Congratulations to our talented
winners and runners-up – Vikram
Chohan, Estiaan Lombard, Varun
Vijay and Richan Drever.

School Christmas lunch
Our canteen will be serving its popular Christmas lunch for students on, Tuesday, 14 December for Years 7, 8 and 9
and Wednesday, 15 December for Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.

Students wishing to book Christmas lunch will need to pay £3 in advance via canteen, by Wednesday, 8 December.

On days when students are not having the Christmas meal they need to bring in their own lunch, as normal
canteen services will not be available.



Over the past weekend, SGS had 11 teams competing in the cyber
security competition titled CyberCenturion. The programme is
designed to excite, educate and motivate students to pursue further
education and careers in STEM and cybersecurity.

There are three rounds before the final, so we won't know until
much later if any of our teams make it to the final. However, each
round of the competition runs for six hours straight and Mrs
Corkery was at school on Saturday, 13 November with five teams of
students. 

To participate students need to be devoted and willing to spend time
taking part, regardless of where they end up, and we are so very
proud of their efforts.

Dedicated Computer
Science students

Sports round-up

Saturday sport is up and running. We have played 61 football
matches against other schools so far this term, including Alleyn's,
Chigwell, Hampton and Glyn.

Our internal House football competitions have finished in Years
8, 9 and 10 and are up and running in all other age groups.
Throwley House won the Year 8 competition, Lenham won the
Year 9 and there was a tie between Warwick and Greyhound in
Year 10.

School football team training is taking place for most year groups
before or after school. The sports hall clubs are busy before,
during and after school (badminton, basketball, table tennis and
volleyball).

And finally, our Year 10 boys are making their first tentative steps
in learning what it is to be a Wimbledon Ball Boy too. 

Top physicists in Year 13 took on the British Physics Olympiad
paper last Friday.

Entrants are battling for a Gold, Silver, or Bronze medal. with the
very best performers invited to a training camp for the British
Physics Olympiad team. SGS has been represented on that team
twice in the past few years – fingers crossed that one of this year's
cohort can do as well.

Here's a question to give you a flavour of the level the team are
working at:

  An oscillating pendulum bob has a maximum angle of swing of θ.
In its lowest position, the tension in the string is n times the
weight of the bob. Obtain an expression for cosθ  in terms of n.

HISTORY CLUB
S U T T O N  G R A M M A R  S C H O O L

Mr Burke's popular History Club is now running every Friday
lunchtime in Room 45.

All Year 8 & 9 students are welcome to attend. Just remember to
bring a packed lunch.

Activities will include creating Horrible Histories videos, castle
building, designing historical board games and much more.
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(Above) Michal B drives through the Wallington Grammar defence on his way to victory

Basketball brilliance

With Covid-19 decimating school basketball plans for over a year,
the Sixth Form Form basketball team deserve every credit for their
dedication to training – often meeting in local parks to maintain
their development during the pandemic. After a couple of summer
training sessions in the sports hall, the boys began their season by
thrashing local grammar school rivals, Wallington Grammar, 75 –
30. This was swiftly followed up with a comprehensive win over
Carshalton Boys, 63 – 24. 

They are now on track to make the Surrey Play Offs and are hoping
to retain the Surrey Cup for another season. Special mention to
team captain, Michael K, for receiving an offer to play basketball at
Dallas University next year – an exceptional achievement.  

Tickets on Sale

Tickets for the Lower School
Drama performance of
Treasure Island will go on sale
on Monday, 29 November.

We have three performances
to choose from – 8, 9 and 10
December.

Tickets are £5 for adults and £3
for a child.  Please purchase
your tickets via ParentPay.
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Alex Hughes (9W) has won a prestigious national writing
competition: The Lewis Carroll Society Writing Competition 2021. 

Alex came first in the U16 category for his story entitled “The
Gardens” (a missing chapter from the original Alice in Wonderland
story).  Alex’s writing was clearly very original and atmospheric,
seamlessly fitting into the orginal story in its style and content. 

Alex’s winning entry will also be published in our next edition of
Eloquent Magazine.

Lewis Carroll Society
Writing Competition 
 The Missing Chapter

Thanks PTA!
We would like to give a
special thanks to the PTA for
their continued help and
support at school events and
for the funding of some of
our equipment around the
school such as basketball
stands, digital cameras for
the Art Department and the
running of our school mini-
buses. 

Mate in 2              (5 + 2)

Mate in 1               (4 + 1)

White to play and mate in one
move. Give that move.

1.

2. White to play and mate in two
moves. Give White's first move

only.

Important dates
23 November Meet the Tutor Y8
24 November Meet the Tutor Y10

1 December Christmas Concert 7PM
6 December Y11 & Y13 Assessments
8 December Treasure Island Performance

25 November Meet the Tutor Y7

9 December Treasure Island Performance
10 December Treasure Island Performance
10 December Mufti Day / Christmas Jumper Day

17 December Term End
11 December SGSPTA Christmas Fair

The Chess Team competed in their first face-to-face challenge,
taking on Wilson's and Tiffin's respective teams as part of the
regional qualifying event for the English National Chess League.
All our Sutton teams did incredibly well, especially considering
the scale of the Wilson's and Tiffin's club (both schools brought
over four teams), and the fact that it was their first match event. 

A big congratulations to all the boys who competed and for
Sutton A who qualified for the next round!

The boys are also partaking in a National Quiz challenge. Can you
solve two puzzles they had to complete? 

Chess Team news

How to report a 
student absence 
Please can parents notify us of any absence using the following
email address – absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk – or call
020 8642 3821 (press 3 for student absence). Please do not email
Form Tutors or the Head of Year.

This should be done by 8am on the day of absence and will help
ensure our registers are accurate at the start of the school day, and
will avoid the school emailing or calling to establish why your
child is absent from school. 

If you are aware of any pre-arranged absence such as medical
appointments, please also use the same email address or
telephone number.

mailto:absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

