
Usually hearing Christmas music in November would get me
worked up, but Wednesday’s SGS Christmas concert was a
delight. A thoroughly entertaining evening of outstanding
performances. There is a lot of work that goes into rehearsing
and putting on such a fine show, and so my thanks go to the
students taking part and to Mr Doherty, Mrs Gunn, Mr Brook
and all the staff involved. Thanks also to those attending who
generously donated for refreshments and to the PTA volunteers
who served the drinks. We raised £365 towards our project for
new AV equipment in the Hall and Drama Studio. The PTA
raffle, also raising more funds for this project, runs until
Monday, 12 December. Check out the prizes in this Hoot and
don’t forget to get your tickets via ParentPay.

We’re doing further fundraising on Friday, 9 December with our
Christmas Jumper Mufti Day for Sutton Night Watch and the
food collection for Sutton foodbank. 

There’s still plenty going on at SGS in this busy term,
particularly in sport, with a full schedule of Saturday football,
successful basketball, and borough-winning indoor athletics. I
would also like to say Good Luck to the Year 11 students who
start their GCSE Mock exams on Monday.  Thank you to all the
staff involved and the parents supporting our students too.
Merry Winterval; I’m looking forward to our Christmas Dinner
and putting up the SGS tree. 

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Christmas ConcertWise Words
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We hosted the Borough Indoor Athletics for Years 7 and 8 this
week. Our teams did brilliantly - Year 7 took second place and Year
8 came first, and qualified to represent Sutton in the next round. 

Indoor Athletics winners

(Pictured above) Some of the team with Mr Heasman, Mr Bangs and Mr Waghorn

Congratulations to all the musicians (some of who are pictured
below) who practised, rehearsed and performed at the Christmas
Concert on Wednesday, 30 November. It was a fantastic evening of
music, with performances from the talented orchestra, jazz
ensemble, band groups, A capella, choirs and soloists. Special thanks
also to the PTA volunteers who served the refreshments.

https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
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Our canteen is serving its popular Christmas lunch on Tuesday, 14
December for Years 7 and 9 and on Wednesday, 15 December for
Years 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13.

Students wishing to have Christmas lunch will need to book in
advance via the canteen, by lunchtime on Thursday, 8 December.

Students not having Christmas lunch on 13 and 14 December will
need to bring in their own lunch, as normal canteen services will
not be available.

Christmas lunch

Tickets for the raffle are £1 each and are available for purchase via
ParentPay and through Stripe. All proceeds will go towards helping
purchase much-needed new audio-visual equipment for
assemblies, concerts, plays and other events. Ticket sales will close
after 11.59PM on Monday, 12 December, with a draw by the
Headmaster on Tuesday, 13 December. Full details on the raffle,
including a list of the prizes can be found here.

As well as the amazing prizes listed above, we have lots of runners-
up prizes, including:

£60 John Lewis voucher (donated by 8W)
£30 Tesco voucher (donated by 9M)
£30 Sound Lounge voucher (donated by 10G)
£30 Dotty’s Tea House voucher (donated by 10G)
3 x £50 (anonymous donor)
2 x Free mains at Pizza Express Sutton
5 x £10 hair voucher for Whoop Hair Salon in Sutton.

First prizeFirst prizeFirst prize

Google Chrome Notebook (donated by 7T)Google Chrome Notebook (donated by 7T)Google Chrome Notebook (donated by 7T)

   

Second prizeSecond prizeSecond prize

Kindle Reader (donated by 7M)Kindle Reader (donated by 7M)Kindle Reader (donated by 7M)

   

Third prizeThird prizeThird prize

Fitbit Watch (donated by 8G)Fitbit Watch (donated by 8G)Fitbit Watch (donated by 8G)

   

PTA Christmas raffle

Lost property
As you can see, the school lost property box is overflowing with
uniform, bags and coats. If your child is missing any uniform
please encourage them to look through this box so they can be
reunited with missing items.  We would also  like to remind parents
to clearly mark your child’s belongings – especially PE kits and
coats – so that we can return items to them. 

Lost property items that are unnamed and not collected will be
passed to the PTA to sell as secondhand uniform at the end of term.

Bebras Computational
Thinking Competition

Juniors
Yugo Nakashima 7M 

 
Intermediate

Alex Kopp - 8L
Kang Nan Lee - 8M 
Nishaan Varia - 8L
Hugh Bacon - 9G
James Chan - 9M

Seniors
Ben Fish - 11L

Connor McCullagh - 11T 
Boaz Ting - 11T

 
Elite

Jun Ying - 12Z

We are extremely proud of everyone who participated in this
year's challenge, but we want to highlight the following students
who scored best in school for their category. In every case, except
the Elite category, these students earned a perfect score.

In November, 596 Sutton Grammar students took
part in the Bebras competition. The official results
are in, with 158 students receiving a Distinction and
148 students receiving a Merit. 

Best in School

Artwork by Dhruv Sadawana 7M

https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://buy.stripe.com/eVa15ibWi6vp2Vq3ch
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/pta/fundraising-activities/raffles
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Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday, 9 December will be Christmas Jumper Mufti Day. All
students can wear their own clothes to school and Christmas
jumpers are very much encouraged. 

This year our Christmas Jumper Day will be supporting two local
charities,  Sutton Night Watch and Sutton foodbank.

Sutton Night Watch is a local charity that supports homeless
people within the borough and surrounding areas. Three times a
week, a group of volunteers run a soup kitchen and food bank at
the back of Sutton Station. They also give out items such as
clothes, blankets, sleeping bags, food and toiletries to those in
need. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sutton foodbank provides three days of nutritionally balanced
emergency food and support to local people who are referred to
them in crisis. They are part of a nationwide network of
foodbanks, supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat
poverty and hunger across the UK. Over 90 per cent of the food
distributed by foodbanks in The Trussell Trust network is
donated by the public, which is why food donations are
absolutely vital to help provide food to local people in need.

Students wishing to wear their own clothes will need to pay £2,
via ParentPay, with all the proceeds going to Sutton Night Watch.
Please also bring in a food donation for the Sutton foodbank.  The
list below are the items the foodbank needs the most.

Sponge puddings
Instant mash

Tinned carrots
UHT milk (semi-skimmed and whole)

Shower gel
Soap

Shampoo and conditioner
Pasta sauce

Instant noodles
Tinned tomatoes

Meat soups
Tinned peaches

Tinned pineapple
Spaghetti in tomato sauce

Rice pudding

Year 9 Challenge Day

Year 9 Challenge Day was a very fun day where the entire year
group was split into 20 groups. As a team, we had to solve the
murder of Frankie Punzi, a 1920s American gangster. Using
research, forensics and interrogation, we could eliminate and
incriminate the suspects on our lists. The eight suspects were
played by our very own SGS A-level students, and were a variety
of characters, from millionaire businessmen to kidnapped
musicians. We also played team-building games and quizzes to
earn our team clues towards the final answer. Overall, this day was
one of the best in the year and it was great fun to be involved in.

By Eddie Blunt (9W)

(Pictured above) Year 9 students interviewing suspects

(Pictured above) Year 9 students caring out forensic experiments in the lab

SGS Basketball team storm
into the Surrey Semi-Finals
This year, the Sixth Form Basketball team
remains undefeated for the Autumn Term. They
have beaten John Fisher, Greenshaw, Carshalton
Boys and Wilson’s. They are currently on track
for the league play-offs and have made it
through to the Surrey Cup semi-final. Next up is
Southborough High in early January. Thanks to
all of the staff and students who make this
possible, and well done to the players for their
commitment to training. 

Our very own Head of History, Mr Marshall, shared with students
his recent book discovery, the 'Adventures in Time' series, by
Dominic Sandbrook. Mr Marshall has written a detailed review of
Sandbrook's 'Alexander the Great' history book, which we have
put on the library page of our school website. His enthusiasm for
the book shines through, encouraging everyone to read it.
'Alexander the Great' and three other books in the series are
available in the Library: 'Six Wives of Henry VIII,' 'Fury of the
Vikings' and 'The Second World War.'  To read Mr Marshal's full
review click here.

Library book review

https://www.trusselltrust.org/
https://www.parentpay.com/
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Mr%20Marshall%20Teacher%20Feature%20(1)(1).pdf


Important Dates
Christmas Jumper Day 

PTA Second-hand uniform sale
End of term

Start of term
Senior Prize Giving

9 December
15 December
16 December
3 January
6 January 

KS4 and KS5 students have been learning how to make art using
artificial intelligence as a tool - much like one would use a
paintbrush or a pencil. Our drawing robot is trained to use text
prompts and images to create original works of art. Not only is it a
great way to review Art History and key art/photo vocabulary
terms, but it is also an amazing link with Computer Science. Below
are some images created by our Art and Photography students
using the artificial intelligence tool. Keep an eye out for them in
the school gallery.

Art & Photography students
using artificial intelligence

Secondhand uniform sale
The PTA secondhand uniform volunteers will be selling uniform at
school on Thursday, 15 December between 3pm and 4pm. The sale
will take place in the hall and the entrance will be via Manor Lane.
If you are unable to attend the uniform sale, please send an email
and we will let you know if we have the item of uniform you need
in  stock  - secondhanduniform@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk.
Payments can be made by cash or card. 

If you have any school uniform that your child has outgrown and is
in good condition, please drop it to the school office. 

End of term arrangements 
There will be an early closure on Friday, 16 December. Lessons
one, two and three will be as normal and lessons four and five
will be an all-school assembly and tutor time. Students will be
dismissed at approximately 1pm. Please note there will be no
lunch available, due to the early finish.
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 Philosophy Professor visit

Jonny Spencer and Kumaran pressed him on whether a
consequence of his view is that each person’s conscious experience
of the same thing is radically different. He agreed with this, but
then had to answer how it can be that we are all 'seeing the same
thing'. For example, if a thousand people all looked at his shoes,
nearly all would come to the same judgement as to what colour
they were, yet each would have had a different conscious
experience. Vita made the point that different languages are
likewise arbitrarily connected with their meanings, but translation
from one language to another is hard and never exact, as you
might expect if the language symbols were entirely arbitrarily
connected with the meaning.  We also discussed the idea that if the
universe doubled in size, then we wouldn't notice, concluding that
absolute size is imperceptible. It turned out that Professor
Papineau had been working on this exact problem.

Professor Papineau was then treated to fish and chips in the
canteen, over which he overheard some boys talking about
whether a tree falling in the woods makes a sound when no one is
there to hear it. 

Professor David Papineau came to give a
talk to the A level Philosophy students
on Friday, 18 November. He arrived in a
suit and battered trilby hat to take a
weak tea in the staff room, slightly
confusingly getting involved in the final
of the biscuit world cup, before
delivering a talk on his new book on the
metaphysics of sensory experience in
Room 4. The gist of his theory is that the
stuff of conscious experience, the
sounds, colours and what have you, is
only arbitrarily connected with the
reality of the perceived objects. He calls
this the 'Qualitative' view. 

Contact The Hoot 
The Hoot editorial team welcome comments,
feedback and contributions. 

We are very proud of our students at Sutton Grammar School
and would love to share their special achievements with
everyone in the school community.

If you have any news you would like to share, please send us an
email and a photo to erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

mailto:secondhanduniform@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
mailto:erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

