
As you can see from the pictures below, we received lots of food
donations for the Sutton foodbank on Christmas Jumper Day. The
volunteers at the foodbank were delighted with the generous food
donations and asked us to pass on their heartfelt thanks to you all.

As we approach a very welcome Christmas break, I'd like to
take this opportunity to thank all our students and staff for
their dedication and hard work during this very busy term.

As you can see from this edition of the Hoot, in the midst of all
our teaching and learning we have found time to celebrate
achievements and enjoy ourselves at Christmas festivities. 

I would also like to say a huge thank you to our students and
families who gave generously to our two charities on Christmas
Jumper Mufti Day. We raised £1,500 for Sutton Night Watch
and collected 16 crates of food for the Sutton foodbank.

It only remains for me to wish you and your families a Merry
Christmas and a New Year of health and happiness.

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Wise Words
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SGS Christmas tree
We would like to say a special thank you to the PTA for our
fabulous outdoor Christmas tree, and to our Premises team who
did a great job decorating it. As you can see below, the recent snow
made it look even more festive.

Christmas Jumper Day 

Charities update 

Mr Cloves lead the way on Christmas Jumper Day
with his owl-themed jumper. It was lovely to see so
many students wearing festive Christmas jumpers
and many thanks for all your donations towards our
chosen charity Sutton Night Watch.  



7T win pizzas 
Congratulations to students in 7 Throwley for being the form to
sell the most tickets in the PTA Christmas Raffle. As thanks for all
their hard work and effort, the PTA rewarded them with a pizza
lunch. 

Hans Woyda is a challenging Mathematics competition, in which
over 60 schools in London compete. Students compete both
individually and in teams, answering questions on geometry,
algebra, calculus and mental arithmetic.

This term, some of our brilliant young mathematicians took part in
this competition. Our students competed against Sutton High in
the first round, winning 48-24. In the recent second round, against
Wallington Girls, we won 46-32. Congratulations to Hugh Bacon,
Boaz Ting, Anuraag Datta, Aman Chandel and Soham Sud for
representing Sutton Grammar.

Maths competition

(Above) Pictured left to right from the second round against Wallington Girls - Mr
Vernazza, Hugh Bacon, Boaz Ting, Anuraag Datta and Soham Sud.
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Year 10 Blog Buddy, Rohan C (10T), has written about his top three
best fantasy books in our December Library Blog. To read Rohan’s
blog, catch up on library news and discover the new books we have
in our library click here.

Library update

Our school library has launched an
exciting NEW competition for
innovative Year 10 movie makers.
If your child likes creating videos
and they are in Year 10, then this
could be a fantastic opportunity for
them to show off their skills by
making a short advert for any book
they’ve read.  

Year 10 will be emailed a link in January to upload their entries.
The top prize will be Spotify vouchers, and there will be edible
prizes for the runners-up. The deadline is Tuesday, 31 January
2023. Good luck. 

Once again SGS will be entering two teams in next year's National
Reading Champions Quiz.

We would like to wish
our Jewish school
community a very
Happy Hanukkah.

The library would also like to ask parents for help by answering six
quick questions about SORA. SORA is a curated secondary school
ebook and audiobook service that we started subscribing to during
the first Covid lockdown. It is available through an app on a
multitude of platforms and all our students are able to log in. We
would like to know your opinion about this service and its
usefulness to our students going forward. It has the advantages of
always being open to provide reading material even when the
library is closed.

Please scan the QR code or click on this link
to fill out the survey.

We have had lots of festive fun in the library recently and would
like to wish everyone happy reading and a very merry Christmas.  

https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/school-life/school-library
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XTKY5ML
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Philosophy students attend AIM Conference

In my opinion, the most entertaining speaker was A C Grayling,
who spoke on: “Atheism, Secularism and Humanism”. He argued
that atheism was a theist term, and the humanists really identified
as “naturalists”, those who only believe things which are a part of
nature, and that we can therefore go some way to proving. He set
about explaining what proof meant: the “proof of the pudding is
in the eating”, “the exception proves the rule”, and proving steel
(or rum for that matter). A proof in this sense is some kind of test
of the limits. He argued that any supernatural beings, whether
fairies or God, are not subject to proof of this kind, at least in so
far as they are supernatural. 

His secularist argument then is that if there is no proof of the
central beliefs of organised religion, they should join the queue
with all the other lobby groups and special interest groups, and not
be given a privileged place in the decision-making bodies of a
democratic country. He lost my support when he followed with
the assertion that Religious Education should not be taught in
schools. 

During questions and answers, Ms Harris asked if Mr Grayling’s
position was that anything that was not subject to physical proof
was non-natural, then did it follow that transgenderism was a
religion, since it involved belief in an unprovable gender that was
different from the testable physical “sex”. Mr Grayling said that it
was such an important question that he did not want to give an off-
the-cuff answer, and went on to say that in public discourse we
must be sensitive and compassionate. If philosophy is a
competitive sport, I think this constitutes a point for SGS. 

The final talk was from 87-year-old Richard Swinburne, said to be
the greatest philosopher alive who claimed that you could prove
the existence of God through rational argument. He argued that
this universe with its simple and intelligible laws and its conscious
human beings capable of making a difference and doing good by
rationally understanding the workings of a universe is best
explained by an all-powerful, everlasting being. He argued that
God is everlasting because that is the simplest duration, since to
have any finite duration would be more complex. He argued that
God was all good, as this followed from all powerful, since if God is
all powerful then he would always act in the best possible way.
Perhaps the most inspiring argument was that, given that God was
all good, he created conscious human beings, because we are good,
and are uniquely capable of doing good, due to our conscious
understanding and intentional action. So the best explanation for
our existence as conscious beings in an intelligible, law-governed
world is an omnipotent everlasting creator. 

On Tuesday, 22 November a 16-strong team of Sutton Grammar
School philosophers descended on Central London for the A-Level
RS/Philosophy & Ethics Conference (AIM).

The first speaker was Dr James Orr, speaking on Jeremy Bentham
and Immanuel Kant. He showed that they were both part of a
grander narrative that put the human rational agent at the centre
of the moral universe, rather than God, or the established church.
Bentham’s beef was with the institutions of Oxford and
Cambridge, which mandated that all students sign the 39 Articles
of the Church of England as a pre-condition for entry. Since the
articles required specific religious belief, it meant that particular
religious beliefs were necessary in order to receive an education. 

Kant, on the other hand, sought to defend the Christian church
against the rising tide of scientific atheism by weeding out the bad
arguments for God’s existence. But, despite these efforts, his
accolade was to have “Decapitated the Church”. God was no longer
the source of moral law; it was autonomous reason that was the
measure of right and wrong.

After the talk, SGS's William Irvine asked Professor Swinburne
whether the same proof would not apply equally to an evil God.
Would not an evil God be just as simple, and give perhaps an
easier account of the existence of evil? Professor Swinburne
responded that it was not symmetrical because that which is good
just is what some being would choose to do if they understood the
situation correctly and had the power to choose. Whereas to
choose to do something evil requires an ulterior motive, so is more
complex. This little exchange probably constituted the greatest
learning experience for me of the whole day. 

By Mr Blamey - Head of Philosophy

(Above) The stained-glass windows in the Insurance Hall, venue for the conference.

(Above) Ms Harris with Professor Richard Swinburne



Important Dates
Spring term begins 
Senior Prize Giving

Yr 12 Parents evening
Yr 7 Parents evening

INSET day
Yr 9 Parents Evening

Half-term holiday begins

3 January
6 January
12 January
18 January
20 January
9 February
13 February

School Nurse Duty Line - 020 8770 5409
www.griefencounter.org.uk/young-people

www.childbereavementuk.org
www.hopeagain.org.uk

www.winstonswish.org.uk
www.jigsaw4u.org.uk

Out-of-school support
We recognise that the school holidays can be difficult for
some. If you are feeling low or unsafe, it is important you
talk to someone and let them know how you feel.

Sometimes it can be difficult to talk to friends and family,
so here are some other contacts and the link to our school
signposting page. 

School Nurse Duty Line - 020 8770 5409
Childline – 0800 1111
Samaritans – 116 123

Hopeline – 0800 068 4141
NSPCC – 0808 800 5000
CAMHS – 0203 513 3800

www.talkofftherecordonline.org
www.nspcc.org.uk

www.selfharmuk.org
www.youngminds.org.uk

www.kooth.com
www.papyrus-uk.org

Following the anniversary of Mr Davis's death, we
understand it may be a difficult time for some students.
Below are links to a number of support services
specialising in child bereavement that you may find useful
if your child needs support. 

Art update
Year 9 students have been learning how to use DSLR cameras this
term. Applying what they learned about aperture and shutter speed,
students have been making light drawings for their final projects.
Look out for their final pieces in the school gallery in January.

Christmas lunch
It was great to see so many students enjoying Christmas lunch this
week.  Many thanks to our canteen staff for cooking up a feast.

Christmas opening hours
The school office will be closed during the Christmas
holidays. If you have a general school query over the
Christmas holidays, please email us.
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The Northey bees have bedded down for the winter, but they do
not really hibernate. They will be busy inside their hive, doing
housekeeping jobs and huddling into a ball to keep warm,
something like penguins in the Antarctic. Bees on the outer edges
rotate into the middle of the ball. Some bees have a ‘heater’
specialism and help the community to keep its ambient
temperature high enough for the winter. The overall numbers are
reduced to economise on energy and supplies of stores. They are
very tidy creatures and will slow down their need to excrete, saving
up for long periods, until the weather is suitable to emerge, to
relieve themselves outside the hive. 

Winter bees at Northey

Over the winter, beekeepers feed the bees fondant, winter, which
is a pure form of the thick icing that goes on the top of Christmas
cakes. This is to fortify the stores of the colony, nectar supplies
being extremely minimal in the winter.

The bees will still come and go on warmer weather days, but from
the winter solstice (the shortest day) onwards, the queen will be
encouraged to start laying eggs more frequently and the colony
will begin to prepare itself for the springtime.

The cages are complete,
to keep out the winter
footballs, but also, each
hive has been wired
over, because Northey
has some resident Green
Woodpeckers that would
notoriously and gladly
consume a quantity of
bees or larvae to feed
themselves through the
winter.

Mouse-guard covers are
also on the entrances, as
mice would enter a
warm hive very gladly,
cosying up for the
winter and eating the
supplies. 

https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
http://www.childbereavementuk.org/
http://www.hopeagain.org.uk/
http://www.winstonswish.org.uk/
http://www.jigsaw4u.org.uk/
https://sites.google.com/suttongrammar.london/sgs-signposting/home
http://www.talkofftherecordonline.org/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.selfharmuk.org/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
mailto:office@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

