
Acting role for Hayden

Hayden Lo (8G) has been selected for a big role in the upcoming
play Body Talk, written by Andy Rashleigh and directed by Simon
Kennedy, which will be performed at The Courtyard Theatre from
11 to 15 April. As part of the Chipstead Players theatre group,
Hayden (pictured above) has been working very hard and attending
late-night and weekend rehearsals. 

Body Talk is a fun fantasy play set inside the 'control rooms' of two
children, inside the children's heads, behind the eyes. What makes
the play even more special is that not only do the children perform
on stage, but they are also involved in various backstage jobs, such
as costume and set design, lighting, and sound. If you would like to
know more about the Chipstead Players and this new play, please
click here.

Help needed for mock tests 
Mock tests raise huge amounts of money, which is vital for
the running of the school, and parent volunteers are a crucial
part of the smooth running of the mock tests.

We urgently need volunteers to help invigilate during the
tests or assist with car parking before and afterwards. No prior
experience is required. Morning sessions start at 8am and
afternoons at 12.30pm.

Invigilators are needed on 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28 May. Please
click here  for the application form and send it to the mock
test team at - ptainvigilators@yahoo.co.uk

Car parking assistants are needed on 13, 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28
May, 29, 30 and 31 July, and 4, 5 and 6 August. Please click
here for the application form and send it to the car parking
team at - car.parking@sgspta.com

We are Champions of Europe!

Massive congratulations to our Computer Science students who
took part in a pan-European competition, the Reply Coding
Challenge, and came first. Along with their obvious prowess,
one of the reasons that our teams did so well collectively was
our levels of participation. This is particularly pleasing because
Participation is one of the key elements of our ethos around
extra-curricular activities at SGS. Well done everyone, including
our Computer Science staff.

Thank you to everyone for their forbearance and support
during the NEU’s industrial action in their dispute with the
government over school funding and educator pay. I do hope
that all parties can come together and solve this issue without
any more disruption. The government's budget this week did
not include any new hope for education finances and it is
important in my view that any future settlement is funded.
School finances are stretched, not least by increases in energy
costs. Any government, of any political persuasion, should value
education and see investment in young people as an investment
in growth.

We are amazingly fortunate at Sutton Grammar to have the
generous support of the PTA and parental giving, as well as
tireless commitment from our staff, but our extra-curricular
programmes are funded or subsidised by the school. Without
government investment some of the things we proudly
celebrate in The Hoot every edition, and that make the
education we provide special, are threatened.

However, I am relentlessly optimistic and would always hope
that any government would come to its senses and fund
education properly. 

I am also looking forward to our Culture Day, which will be an
opportunity for all our students to celebrate our huge variety of
heritage and culture. And, of course, one of my favourite events
of the year is the PTA International Evening, which takes place
on Saturday, 25 March. 

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Wise Words
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There will be no early finish on the last day of this term. Students
will be dismissed at the normal time on Friday, 31 March. Those
on the ski trip will be leaving school at 1.30pm.

End of term arrangements

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/chipsteadplayers
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Parent%20availability%20form%202023.docx
mailto:ptainvigilators@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/2023%20Car%20Parking%20Volunteers.xlsx
mailto:car.parking@sgspta.com


On Friday, 24 March we will be celebrating SGS Culture Day. This
event is a wonderful opportunity for our students to celebrate and
appreciate the diversity of cultures that make up our school
community.

As part of the celebration, we are encouraging students to wear
traditional clothing that links back to their heritage or culture. This
could include anything from national dress to traditional costumes
or outfits. Students may also dress in colours or clothes of cultures
or nationalities with which they are closely associated, or even the
colours of their national flag. We believe that this will be a great
way for our students to showcase their individuality and cultural
diversity. Any student who chooses not to participate should come
dressed in normal uniform. Students wishing to participate will
need to pay £2 via ParentPay, with the money being donated to the
charity Malala Fund. 

The Malala Fund is an international, non-profit organization that
advocates for girls' education. It was co-founded by Malala
Yousafzai, the Pakistani activist for female education and the
youngest Nobel Prize laureate, and her father, Ziauddin. The
Malala Fund supports local advocates and programs to advance
girls' secondary education around the world. The current priority
countries for Malala Fund are Afghanistan, Brazil, Ethiopia, India,
Lebanon, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey.

The mufti day will be complemented by activities and information
centred on recognising and appreciating the diverse staff and
student body at SGS. We hope that our students will be excited to
participate in Culture Day and look forward to seeing them in their
traditional outfits. We appreciate your support in making this day a
success.

THE HOOT ISSUE 28

International Evening is one of the PTA's most popular events,
celebrating the multicultural community within our school. There
are many different country tables, offering everyone the chance to
sample food and drink from around the world. Free parking is
available in the school playground, via Greyhound Road.

The event will take place on Saturday, 25 March from 5pm to
7.30pm. Please scan the QR code at the bottom of this page for
more information. Below are photos from last year's International
Evening.

PTA International Evening Culture Day

https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://malala.org/countries/afghanistan#:~:text=Currently%2C%20Malala%20Fund%20supports%20Afghan,government%20to%20reopen%20girls'%20schools
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey


For World Book Day Ibrahim Gabol (13A) created an
exciting Masked Reader video competition. Click on
the link to guess who the teachers are and what they
are reading?  
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On World Book Day on Friday, 3 March, the acclaimed author
Dominic Sandbrook (pictured right) visited SGS students to share
insights on history and writing. Our students particularly impressed
him with their knowledge of key dates and their articulation and
grasp of history. A huge thank you to all the staff who helped make
this event run smoothly, including Ms Taylor, Ms Brass and Mr
Marshall.

All Dominic's books are available in the library for those who didn't
manage to get their hands on a copy at the event. 

Dominic Sandbrook visits for World Book Day

A writing competition was also held, with students asked to listen to
an episode of ‘The Rest is History’, a series of podcasts by Dominic
Sandbrook and Tom Holland, each focusing on a different country,
and to summarise what they learned. More than 150 students
entered and the winners (some of whom are pictured below) where
able to meet Dominic and discuss their work with him. The winners
are:

Dominic Sandbrook also hosted a series of fantastic events during
his visit. First up was a talk for Year 7 on the Vikings, which
enthralled and enlightened all students. All of Year 8 and our Year
10 and Sixth Form History students also benefitted from insightful
journeys through time with Dominic's impeccable knowledge. Book
signing sessions were available in break times for all students.
Lastly, to round up a truly compelling day, Dominic ran a special
after-school session on writing, which was well attended.

Yash H (9T) - Japan
Pranav J-R (9L) - Cameroon 
 
Harry D (10G) - Australia 
Oliver K (10M) - Japan

Dan P (7T) - Argentina 
Dennis L (7T) - Switzerland
 
Hugh D (8T) - Croatia 
Harry K (8G) - Denmark 
Joel B (8M) - Qatar

If you would like to listen to the podcasts, follow this link.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMMV3_6JRLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMMV3_6JRLs
https://shows.acast.com/the-rest-is-history-podcast/episodes


THE HOOT ISSUE 28

International Women's Day

To celebrate International Women's Day, posters were placed
around the school advertising our fundraising events. At break time
on Wednesday, 8 March, we held a Krispy Kreme doughnut sale in
the playground. In about 10 minutes, all 288 doughnuts were sold
and the playground was filled with lots of happy faces in spite of
the inclement weather.

We also sold purple and pink ribbons to Years 7-11 and teachers to
raise money. So far, we have raised over £500. The profits will go
to the Sutton Women’s Centre, a local charity that empowers
women in the community to reach their full potential. A group of
students will visit the Centre to present our donation and find out
how the charity helps women in the local area. We also encourage
SGS girls to get involved in this work by volunteering at the centre.

March is Women’s History Month and SGS girls will continue to
explore the message of embracing equality in a series of assemblies
to all years in the school. They will also organise activities with
Year 7 students, who will compete to win a treasure hunt, where
they will learn about women who have made significant
contributions to many different fields, even if those achievements
were sometimes overlooked at the time.

Sutton Women's Centre
Sutton Women's Centre provides a safe women-
only space, where they can access specialist
support, advice, information and education to
help them reach their full potential, develop their
skills and live their lives free from domestic
abuse.

Click on this link to access a range of services supporting both
women and men experiencing domestic abuse.

Senior School production
Our Senior School production this year is Antigone by Sophocles.
This is a celebrated Greek tragedy that has very much stood the
test of time. The question at the heart of the play is whether an
individual should disobey the law of the land to do what they
believe is morally right. This is a dilemma that can be viewed in
many different contexts while still holding relevance for a
contemporary audience. 

'These laws are not for now or for yesterday, they are alive forever; and
no-one knows when they were shown to us first.' - Antigone

Tickets will be available from Friday, 31 March 2023 via ParentPay.

Autism Acceptance Week

Monday, 27 to Friday, 31 March is World Autism Acceptance Week
and there are lots of events and activities planned in Sutton. Some
of the events are open only to autistic people and their families, but
many are open for all to attend and are brilliant for increasing our
awareness and understanding of autism. Click here to see the
schedule of events.   

Autistic young people and those on a path to diagnosis are invited
to enter the ‘What Autism Means to Me’ competition (pictured
below). This involves submitting a piece of artwork that portrays
your reflections on being autistic. The winning pieces and selected
others will be used as part of an exhibit in Sutton Library. Click
here for more information.

The short series ‘Inside Our Autistic Minds’ (pictured above) also
comes highly recommended by Cognus, a local education service
commissioned by the London Borough of Sutton. The programme
looks at the individual experiences of autism for four young
people, and is a fantastic way of gaining a better insight into
neurodiverscity. Click here for more information.

Contact The Hoot 
The Hoot editorial team welcome comments,
feedback and contributions. We are very proud
of our students at and would love to share their
special achievements with everyone in the school
community.  

If you have any news you would like to share, please send us an
email and a photo to erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

https://sites.google.com/suttongrammar.london/sgs-signposting/home/domestic-abuse
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uZL9bJPqeiaF6i7grVjSN1yUfZU_WMTr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cognus.org.uk/services-for-professionals/autism-and-social-communication/autism-week/autism-week-picture1/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0bbnjvx
mailto:erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
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On Thursday, 2 February 2023 the Biology S ociety had the
opportunity of visiting one of the top four centres for cancer
research and treatment worldwide, the Institute of Cancer
Research, otherwise known as The Royal Marsden. Upon arrival,
we met three lovely women, two of them biologists and one a
chemist, who shared an insightful presentation about what the
Institute does, in regards to the process of drug development, as
well as gathering information on cancerous DNA and its origin. 

Shortly after, we were taken to our first location of the day, the
chemistry labs, in which we were able to see it all come to life - the
development of compounds for treatment, the equipment and
machines used and, most importantly, the scientists behind all the
magic. We then went over to the biology labs, where we got to see
the DNA analysis side of cancer research. It was fascinating to see
the immense quantity of cancerous DNA samples being tested or
prepared to be sent for testing to the US and even more fun being
able to get hands-on, using some of the equipment used to transfer
samples and looking through microscopes at cancerous cells
marked out by the scientists. 

We are very grateful to Mr Sollewijn and Mrs Karlsson of the ICR
for making this opportunity happen. We are looking forward to
more projects and trips with the Biology Society.

Biology Society tripSongwriting competition
The Young Songwriter 2023 competition is the world’s leading
songwriting competition for young aspiring songwriters, aged 8-18,
to get their songs heard by leaders in the industry and connect to a
talented community of young songwriters. You can find out more
information by clicking on this link.

Poetry By Heart

The finals for SGS's Poetry By Heart took place on Wednesday, 8
March during a whole-school assembly. The final two winners,
Soham Deb (8G) and Keerthan Amruthuluru (7G), will now go
through to the next stage in hope of competing at the Globe
Theatre National Final to recite their poems. 

Well done to all the students who competed and won in their class
competition:

Elorm Fumey
Wensen Li
Narain Aarav
Soham Ranpura
Keerthan Amruthuluru
Isa Barikzai
Aarav Bhoir
Branavaan Sridharan
Jack Lewis

Sarang Nithyanandan
Noah Karlsson
Charlie Schutte
Aadhyanth Ramprasad
Soham Deb Barman
Harry Kirk
Jethro Lyon
Hugh Dwyer
Montague Lyon 

Sports update
The main sporting news this week is the exciting announcement
that SGS senior football and basketball teams both won their semi-
finals on Wednesday, 15 March. The basketball team beat Hampton
School 90-45, while the football first 11s match against Glenthorne
High School was much closer, with our boys wining on penalties.
All fixtures tomorrow, Saturday, 18  March are against Latymer
Upper School and the Year 11 football team have a District Cup
semi-final and a Surrey Cup semi-final next week. Good luck to
everyone taking part.

(Pictured above) The Year 7 A football team and the 8L House football team played a
friendly practice match recently, with 8L House team wining 5-2.

By students of the Biology Society

https://www.songacademy.co.uk/says23/
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Tickets for our Spring Concert on Wednesday, 29 March are now
on sale through ParentPay. The PTA has kindly offered to supply
refreshments at this event and our students are working hard to
showcase their musical talents and make it a memorable night.

Spring Concert Chess news
As our chess teams battle on in the Briant Poulter League weekly,
there are also numerous other chess tournaments open to those
outside of the team. 

These include the fortnightly inter-school chess battles, which take
place on Lichess. On Friday, 24 February, more than 60 SGS
students competed, taking an easy third place and beating other
notable schools like Tiffin and Wilson's comfortably.

Well done to the top ten players:

Lost property - do you recognise any of these items?
The school lost property box (pictured below left) is overflowing with uniform, bags and coats. If
your child is missing any uniform, please encourage them to look through this box so they can be
reunited with missing items. The lost property box is situated near the entrance to the playground
and is very accessible to students.

We would also like to remind parents to clearly mark your child’s belongings – especially PE kits and
coats – so that we can return items to them. Lost property items that are unnamed and not collected
by the end of term will be passed to the PTA to sell as secondhand uniform.

As you can see from the photos below and left we have lots of pairs of glasses, watches and phones
that have been handed into the school office.  If your child has lost any of these items recently, please
email the office or ask your child to come to the office to reclaim their possessions.

https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
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Important Dates
Culture Day

PTA International Evening
Spring Concert

End of term
Start of term

Senior School Drama Production
Year 10 Parents Evening
Year 8 Parents Evening

Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday

Inset Day

24 March
25 March
29 March
31 March
17 April
19 & 20 April
20 April
27 April
1 May
8 May
26 May

At the Year 9 Options Evening on Wednesday, 8 March, the Art
and Photography department put on a fantastic showcase to give
parents and students an insight into the creative courses available
to them. Among the highlights was a drawing robot, which
captured the imagination of everyone who stopped by the
department.

The robot was programmed to create precise drawings, showcasing
the possibilities of technology in the creative arts. It was fascinating
to watch as it moved and drew with precision and accuracy. As we
move forward, it is clear that technology will continue to play an
increasingly important role in the arts, providing new and exciting
opportunities for artists to explore and innovate.

The department also displayed the sketchbooks and artwork of
current Year 10 and Year 11 students, who were there to answer any
questions and showcase their work. This was an opportunity for
parents and students to get a sense of the kind of work they could
expect to produce when they choose Art or Photography at GCSE
level, providing a compelling insight into the possibilities and
opportunities available. The quality of work on display was truly
impressive and demonstrated the department's commitment to
nurturing and developing the talents of our students. Each piece
showcased the individuality and creativity of the artist, with a
variety of styles and techniques on show.

It is important to recognize that the arts are not separate from
STEM subjects (sciences, technology, engineering and maths), but
rather, they are closely interconnected. In fact, studies have shown
that students who are involved in the arts often perform better in
STEM subjects as well. This is because the arts foster creativity,
which is an essential component of problem-solving in STEM
subjects.

In addition, the arts are crucial in developing emotional
intelligence, communication skills and empathy, which are all
essential in any career path. The arts also provide a unique
opportunity for students to express themselves in a way that is not
possible in other subjects, fostering confidence and self-esteem.

By taking arts at GCSE level, students can develop a range of skills
that will be valuable in their future academic and professional lives,
and they can also discover a passion for creativity that they may
not have known existed.

A big thank you to Year 11 students who stayed for the evening to
show their works in progress and also to Year 12 student Sam Bird
for taking the photos (below).

Root of the Hoot

Biology - from the Greek word 'bios'
meaning 'life'. The word 'biology' literally
means the study of living organisms.

Young Carers Action Day
2023

Wednesday, 15 March was Young Carers Action Day – a day to
raise awareness of the 800,000 young carers in the UK. This year's
focus is on making time for young carers. 

A young carer is someone under 18 who regularly helps to look
after someone in their family, or a friend, who has a physical or
long-term illness, mental ill-health or who misuses alcohol or
substances. 

Julia Kerr (pictured above) from Sutton Young Carers has been
delivering assemblies across the school promoting the wonderful
support offered to young carers. If your son or daughter has a
caring responsibility, please let us know. This will enable us to
offer a listening ear and support if needed. You can click on the
link to listen to young carers' stories.

To find out more about the fantastic support in place for young
carers please click on this link - Sutton Young Carers. If you have
any further questions, please email Mrs Lapsley, who is here to
support both students and parents.

Art and Photography update

Secondhand uniform
We have a large selection of secondhand uniform available for
parents to purchase.  Please send us an email with the item and size
you require and we will let you know whether we have it in  stock  -
secondhanduniform@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk. Payments can
be made by cash or card. 

If you have any school uniform that your child has outgrown and is
in good condition, please drop it to the school office. 

Where our words come from

https://www.suttoncarerscentre.org/young-carers-services
https://www.caringtogether.org/support-for-carers/young-carers/young-carers-action-day/#:~:text=Young%20Carers%20Action%20Day%20is,a%20difference%20to%20young%20carers.
https://www.suttoncarerscentre.org/young-carers-services
mailto:klapsley@suttonmail.org
mailto:klapsley@suttonmail.org
mailto:secondhanduniform@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

