
We have put up the 12- foot Christmas tree in the yard and we
remain positive, hopeful and in good spirits in school. This
despite the cold weather, the open windows and the
postponement and cancellation of events. Our sense of
community really comes to the fore as we adapt to these
changes.

Year 11 and Year 13 have formal assessments in the Sports Hall
next week as part of their preparations for their examinations
this year, and I wish them all good luck in those. All other
students will be receiving their first grade report of the year
(Merry Xmas!) in the last week of term, and we have our
Junior Prizegiving as part of our celebrations in the final
week, along with Christmas Dinner, the Christmas Concert
recordings and our final broadcast Christmas Assembly. As
ever, lots going on alongside everyone’s academic endeavour.

For our collection for the Mufti Day on Friday, 10 December,
we do not need wares for the Christmas Fair, as it's not being
held. Instead we will be supporting the local charity Sutton
Night Watch, and asking for £2 donations through ParentPay.
Students can wear mufti on Friday and are highly encouraged
to don a Christmas jumper to brighten up the place.

I very much hope that all our families stay healthy and safe
over the coming weeks, along with the rest of the country,
and I’m going to go early in wishing everyone a Happy
Christmas!

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Wise Words
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Congratulations to Oliver W (10M) for his Silver Medal in the
Badminton England Singles U15 National Championships.

Oliver will be representing England again in December, when he
competes in the 2021 U15 8 Nations tournament, in France. We 
 wish him the very best of luck.

Year 10 Badminton Star!

Christmas Jumper Day

Friday, 10 December will be Christmas Jumper Mufti Day. All
students can wear their own clothes to school and Christmas
jumpers are very much encouraged. 

Students should make sure they are not wearing anything that
gets in the way of a normal school day and they must wear their
lanyards. 

Students wishing to wear their own clothes will need to pay £2,
via ParentPay, with all the proceeds going to our chosen charity,
Sutton Night Watch.

This local charity supports homeless people within the borough
and surrounding areas. Three times a week, a group of volunteers
run a soup kitchen and food bank at the back of Sutton Station.
They also give out items such as clothes, blankets, sleeping bags,
food and toiletries to those in need. Your support is greatly
appreciated.
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The annual Library Christmas Quiz takes
place during the last two weeks of term.
Students are asked to identify book titles
and authors from picture clues. 

All correct entries are put into a hat and
three prize winners are drawn at morning
break on the last day of term. There is also
an edible prize for the Form with the
most correct entries. Competition
between the Year 7 Form tutors can be
fierce, especially in the last week of term
as they encourage students to take part.

Library Christmas Quiz

https://www.parentpay.com/
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/school-life/school-library


The Guardian Newspaper
Young Journalists Scheme

Supported by the SGS English Department, several students are
now working with The Guardian newspaper, and are having their
worked published regularly online. Aditya S (10L), Sarvajeet S
(10L), Jacob B (11M) and Shray T (11L) are all eagerly looking for
stories for their monthly articles. Please get in touch with Mr
Karlsson if you have a local news story worthy of greater attention
at skarlsson@suttonmail.org

Here is one excellent piece on Diwali by Shray:
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/19686506.diwali---
festival-lights/ 

Since the start of term, the last 36 Year 10 Bronze participants and
17 Year 12 Silver participants have successfully completed their
expeditions. 

The Silver group went down to Exmoor National Park in early
September and completed three days of walking over wild and
remote moorland and stretches of the spectacular South West
Coast Path. The Outspark instructors were full of praise for how
well the students coped with the terrain and conditions, and it has
been great to see students returning to camping expeditions after
a Covid-induced break. Many thanks to Mr Zakrzewski and Mr
Marshall for driving the six hours each way!

We also had 36 Year 10 students complete their three-weekend
Bronze expedition programme in the Ashdown Forest and North
Downs between early September and early October, which
included coping with some exceptionally heavy rain on their
practice. They were joined by 15 other boys who had to miss July
expeditions due to self-isolating, making a large 51-strong group
on the final weekend. All groups did exceptionally well, and coped
with the challenge admirably. Many thanks to Mr Pletts, Mr
Marshall and Mr Biddle.

2021 Duke of Edinburgh's
Award expeditions
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Just a reminder that our canteen will be serving its popular
Christmas lunch for students on Tuesday, 14 December for Years
7, 8 and 9 and Wednesday, 15 December for Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.

Students wishing to book Christmas lunch will need to pay £3 in
advance via the canteen by Wednesday, 8 December.

On days when students are not having the Christmas meal, they
need to bring in their own lunch, as normal canteen services will
not be available.

School Christmas lunch

The SGS Library would like Year 7 to decorate our Christmas tree
with their favourite book titles. It can be a book that they have
always loved reading or a great new discovery to share with their
peers. 

All they need to do is simply grab a decoration from their Form
tutor, write the book title and author on it and bring the
decoration into the library and receive a chocolate or bookmark
(while stocks last). Students can hang their decoration on our
“Favourite Book” themed Christmas tree, so let’s get their
thinking caps on this Christmas by encouraging your child to
participate. If they wish to colour in their tag – that would be
great too!

Calling all Year 7s 

Christmas
Lunch Menu

Tuesday, 14 December - Years 7, 8 & 9

Wednesday, 15 December - Years 10, 11, 12 & 13

 
 

Roast Turkey or Vegetable Parcel

Crispy Roast Potatoes

Pigs in Blankets

Peas, Carrots

Gravy

 
Dessert

Mince Pie and Ice Cream

mailto:skarlsson@suttonmail.org
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/19686506.diwali---festival-lights/


Christmas Concert
Below are just a few snapshots of our talented students rehearsing before the filming of the Christmas

Concert. The recording is currently being edited and will be available before the end of term. 

@art_sgs_

@art_sgs
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Year 7 & 8 students who had a
school photo taken need to
place orders with Kittle by
Tuesday, 9 December to
receive free delivery. 

Students should have a receipt
with a unique QR code on it
for you to place an order. If
this has been misplaced or lost
please email the school office.

Individual school photos Absence requests
We would like to remind parents wishing to take students out of
school during term time that they must complete an absence
request form, which is available on the school website. Once
completed, the request form should to be emailed to
absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

Drama show
postponed
The Lower School Drama performance
of Treasure Island has now been
postponed until the first week in
February. We will update you with
more information next term.

Artwork on social media
The Art Department would like to
invite you to follow them on Instagram
and Twitter so you can see some of the
amazing artwork our students create.

Contact The Hoot 
The Hoot editorial team welcome comments, feedback and
contributions.  If a student has some news you would like to
share, please get in touch at erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

End of term arrangements 
There will be an early closure on Friday, 17 December. Lessons
one, two and three will be as normal and lessons four and five
will be a combination of virtual assemblies and tutor time.
Students will then be dismissed at approximately 12.50.  Please
note there will be no lunch available, due to the early finish.

https://instagram.com/art_sgs_?utm_medium=copy_link
https://instagram.com/art_sgs_?utm_medium=copy_link
https://twitter.com/art_sgs
https://twitter.com/art_sgs
https://v6.kittleorders.com/kp/Home
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/information/absence-requests
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/information/absence-requests
https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/information/absence-requests
mailto:absences@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
mailto:erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk
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Year 9 Challenge Day

Challenge Day is one of the best days in the school year! It
requires multiple skills like teamwork and resourcefulness whilst
also encouraging and helping students to try new activities and
make more friends. 

This year during the Challenge Day the main activity was to
uncover the truth behind a murder set in 1914. Each student was
placed in a group of six with students from other houses which
then gives the opportunity of meeting other students  and helping
students to integrate more. Each group is split into pairs and set
off to complete one of the three main activities to solve the
murder. It was thrilling to feel like a real-life detective and solve a
realistic murder case. We were given a case file containing details
and clues as well as suspects who we could speak to ourselves.

By Haaris Hassan (9L)

One of the main activities was forensics which gave a great
perspective of how real murder cases are solved and also a clue
on who could be involved in the murder. During forensics we
used chemical reactions to determine facts from different
substances. After forensics we regrouped with our team and
shared facts before moving onto the main task, research. In this
task we used computers to crack codes and solve riddles.

After re-joining our group, we went to do more activities which
required lots of skill and teamwork. My personal favourite was
the activity where we had to cross from one side of the
playground to the other only using a limited number of
unbalanced logs. The activity was extremely fun and challenging
yet still required patience as well as ingenuity and the will not to
quit. 

The final result was a shock to all, and the event was incredibly
well put together by the Sixth Form actors and teachers alike. 

Overall, this day contained twists and turns as well as surprises
and was filled with fun! The entire day was enjoyable, fulfilling
and definitely not a day to miss. 



Important dates

14 December Year 7, 8 & 9 Christmas lunch
15 December Year 10, 11, 12 & 13 Christmas lunch

6 - 13 December Y11 & Y13 Assessments
10 December Christmas Jumper Day

17 December Term ends

Year 11 & 13 assessments

IMPORTANT: Students on public transport

All students travelling to and from school via trains, buses or
trams, should be reminded of TFL's current rules that face
coverings must be worn for the full duration of a journey, including at
stations unless you are exempt.
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Literacy update

All Year 7, 8 & 9 students have been issued a 'reading passport' to
help them track how much they are reading across the school
year. As part of the challenge, for every ten books they read and
if they can prove to the School Librarian, Ms Taylor, that they
have read the books, they will receive a stamp and an
achievement point. Congratulations to all the students who have
already received a stamp so far this term - keep reading!

Students have also been given reading lists to help promote their
reading. These are available on the VLE. However, Reading
Cloud, SORA and the Library Blog are also great places to go to
for inspiration on what to read next.

Computer Science Week 
Monday, 6 December sees the start
of Computer Science Week.  This 
 annual event is  designed to inspire
students to think  about  learning
Computer Science. During this
week, Year 7, 8 and 9 students will
take part in an Hour of Code,
where they are introduced to
simple coding environments.

Good Luck to all the Year 11 and 13 students in their forthcoming
assessments, which take place from Monday, 6 December to
Monday, 13 December. 

Individual timetables have been issued to students and they have
been given the locations of where their assessments will take
place and their seat numbers.

We would like to ask parents to encourage students to be fully
prepared for their exams, including having the correct
equipment, eating breakfast and, most importantly being
punctual for school.

Good Luck

Testing reminder
Please keep on with the twice weekly testing at home. About one
in three people with COVID-19 do not have symptoms but can
still infect others.  This is why students are advised to test twice a
week using the free lateral flow tests provided by the school. We
recommend testing on a Sunday and Wednesday and the results
should be logged on testregister.co.uk

Positive tests should be reported immediately to school and a
PCR test taken as soon as possible.

https://www.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/school-life/school-library
https://testregister.co.uk/

