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I hope this Hoot arrives with you in good health and good
spirits.

We have low instances of positive Covid tests amongst students
and staff, relative to the stories you hear in the news. I hope
that those at home stay well, with mild symptoms, and that
they are keeping up with their courses where they are able.
Thank you to everyone for your support and cooperation in
keeping our community safe.

With windows and doors open, and jumpers and coats on in
this chilly weather, we are able to carry on delivering our core
curriculum and we have staged a couple of Parents’ Evenings
online. Thanks to the brilliant efforts of our staff we are also
maintaining our broad extra-curricular offer too. CCF are
parading, football fixtures and chess fixtures are taking place
and our senior basketball team have won a round in the
Nationals for the first time ever. Year 8 Challenge Day was a
highlight of the past week, although I do hope they never have
to survive on the eggs they ‘cooked’ in solar ovens!

In difficult circumstances we are Keeping Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

Wise Words
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Memorial Assembly

On Thursday 10 February, we will be coming together for a whole-
school memorial assembly to celebrate Mr Davis' commitment and
contribution to Sutton Grammar School.  

This memorial will be an opportunity for the school community to
pay tribute to a much-respected teacher, colleague and friend.
There will be shared memories and stories from students and staff
marking Mr Davis’ impact on our school over his 17 years of
service. There will also be brief moments of reflection and
thoughts on dealing with such a loss to our community.

We are mindful that students throughout the school will be
affected differently by Mr Davis’ passing, and will have different
experiences of bereavement. We will therefore ensure that we have
pastoral support in place throughout the day.

Below are a number of support services specialising in child
bereavement that you may find useful if you feel your child needs
additional help.

Our first Graphic Novel Club hit the ground
running with some discussions around the
novels we have in the library. Eyes were wide
with excitement as the students learnt about
the artist Katsushika Hokusai, the rise of the
Manga style and were even taught some
Japanese words! 

In the next session of this six-week course we
will talk about comic book styles,
storyboarding, Roy Lichtenstein and the Pop
Art movement. 

We hope to create our own comic book by
the end of the course. Our two newest graphic
novel titles to add to our collection are Romeo
and Juliet and Macbeth.

The Graphic Novel Club runs every Monday
from 2.50 to 3.35pm in the Library

Year 8 Graphic Novel Club
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By Estiaan Lombard 8T

As usual, we started the day off with the registration in our all too
familiar form rooms. However, an eerie sense of anticipation hung
around the classroom. 

We were divided into groups and sent off to complete the day's
challenges around the school. Our group was first to do the solar
oven task; it harnessed solar energy to create enough heat to cook
an egg. We took a sheet of black card and made a box. Then we put
silver foil on the top of the box to reflect the light into the box.
Lastly, we lined the outside of the box with cotton wool to stop the
heat from escaping. Then came the judging. Mr Costello inspected
each group's projects thoroughly, and somehow, we came second! 

By James Moreira 8M

During the frosty January month, Year 8 students participated in
the exciting Challenge Day – a moment of inspiration and
determination for pupils to accumulate knowledge and get their
brains sparking with beyond-the-moon thinking. 

This year, the theme was to imagine that it is 2062 and your
parents have taken you to Easter Island. The rest of the world has
plunged into chaos while you have to learn to survive on the island.
In one of our activities, we had to construct strong shelters to
accommodate six people. 

Groups had to build a thin yet durable and strong newspaper
framework for a habitation to survive harsh weather. With the help
of a rolling machine, we could efficiently construct the skeleton of
our houses, using cable ties and newspaper rolls. 

Students had to plan using strategic and mathematical
fundamentals, and opted to make pyramids or house-shaped
structures. This is due to the environmental factor that the rain has
to pour down the shelter or the structure could collapse. Common
designs of triangular framework could be seen in the final results,
with pupils working profusely while enjoying the challenge. Along
with the time limit, students experienced the adrenaline of working
diligently, using environmental and mathematical thinking to
manufacture honourable creations. 

Challenge Day was an exhilarating experience allowing students to
work with others and develop collaboration skills, as well as giving
them fun problems and experiments to work with. The Sutton
Grammar community made this special day a treat and I hope the
next Challenge Day will be as delightful and rewarding as this. 

For the next challenge we were introduced to a member of Sutton
and East Surrey Water. They had set up a challenge where our
groups had to deliver water to a miniature town using the least
money possible, it cost money to provide the water pipes, and the
costs varied depending on where that area was. We struggled a lot
with this task, but we prevailed, thanks to our organisation and
teamwork. The challenge was possibly the best of the day because
of its complexity and requirement for teamwork. 

Year 8 Challenge Day
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Important Dates
Lower School Drama Production

Half-Term Holiday
Year 7 Challenge Day

World Book Day

2-4 February
14 February
25 February
3 March

Drop off & pick up
Please can we remind parents to be considerate
of the residents around the school when you are
dropping off and picking up your child. Please
do not park across driveways or block up the
roads around the school.
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Photography Club
From Thursday next week during lunchtime, Mrs Lo Russo will
be starting a KS3 Photography Club in room 63. The Art Club has
been moved from Wednesday to Monday also at lunchtime in
room 63.

This term, the Sutton Grammar Chess Teams have
been busy competing in the Briant Poulter League
and the English Chess Federation League. The teams
have already competed against a range of schools,
and our A team is doing particularly well, beating
Hampton's Bs and Wilson's Cs. Although the B team
have lost their first few games, they have been
playing some tough opponents, including
Hampton's As and Whitgift. The Cs have put in an
admirable debut by losing against Wilson's Cs but
making a comeback against Hampton Ds.

Good luck to all the boys in their future matches!

Chess Team news

Contact The Hoot 
The Hoot editorial team welcome comments, feedback and
contributions.  If a student has some news you would like to share,
please get in touch at erc@suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk

The Wallace Collection
Year 12 and 13 art students were delighted to visit The Wallace
Collection recently. After a tour of the collection, students spent
two hours drawing from a live model using a variety of materials
and techniques. On the train home, many of the students continued
drawing.

SGS  staff and parents were thrilled to meet the legendary Jason
Donovan (looking suspiciously like our very own Mr Berry) on
Thursday 19 January as he hosted a musical quiz at Sutton's Sound
Lounge, a café, bar and restaurant on Sutton High Street.
Performing with his old friend, 'Bill Oddie', Jason mesmerised
onlookers with his psychedelic  suit (presumably a keepsake from
his days with Andrew Lloyd Webber) and with his punchy dad
jokes. The quiz, consisting of six carefully planned rounds, featured
a diverse collection of music from The Beatles to Billie Eilish, and
from Muse to Cardi B. Guests were even treated to some
spontaneous singing and a fiendishly difficult bonus 'anagram
round'. 

'Jason Donovan' visits Sutton
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